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Abstract 

 

In 1999, Dr. Michael Molnar, a Christian astronomer, published ñThe Star of Bethlehem - 

The Legacy of the Magi.ò   His findings included the meaning behind the ñRam and Starò coins 

from Antioch along with the most likely ñheavenly alignmentò constituting the ñStar of 

Bethlehem.ò  He concluded that the design was meant to recognize the birth of the Messiah in 

Judaea and that His birth occurred on April 17, 6 BC.   Since his book was published, I have 

continuously accumulated these coins by date and conducted research into the purpose of their 

minting.  My conclusions not only confirm Dr. Molnarôs findings but also show that this ñStar of 

Bethlehemò motif was used frequently between 6 AD and 253 AD.   Ultimately, there are over 20 

different dates for these commemorative coins and the dates cluster around major anniversary 

dates of Yeshuaôs (Jesusô) ñbirthò and/or ñdeath and resurrection.ò  
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Introduction 

 

Dr. Molnar revealed convincing evidence on the source of the Star of Bethlehem along 

with the purpose of the star and ram design.    He based his conclusions on the interpretation of 

scripture along with ancient writings of the Romans, Jews and Greeks regarding astrology.  His 

research was sparked by the scene on the reverse of the coin shown in Figure 1.   This coin was 

minted in 6 AD in Antioch which was one of the centers of early Christianity.  Ancient writings 

show that Judea was represented by the Ram Aries in the zodiac and particular positions of the 

other heavenly bodies represented regal divinity. 

 

 
Figure 1.  Bronze Trichalkon from Antioch depicting Aries looking back at a heavenly star.   

(From the T. Cartwright collection) 

 

 

Molnar found that an unusual array of the planets occurred in Aries during 6 BC ï which 

the Magi recognized as a divine birth in Judea.  This unique alignment is represented by the star 

next to the Ramôs head.  An important fact from Dr. Molnarôs work was that the Magi 

meticulously tracked the position of all the bodies and didnôt necessarily have to view the special 

alignment.  

 

The following diagrams are borrowed from Dr. Molnarôs book and graphically show the 

position of the 7 heavenly bodies at sunrise and at the mid-heaven. At sunrise, Venus rises first 

while in Pisces.  Venus is then followed by Saturn, Moon, Jupiter and the sun which were located 

in Aries.  Finally, Mars and Mercury appeared above the horizon while in Taurus.    
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Figure 2.  Position of the planets at sunrise on April 17, 6 BC (from Molnar) 

 

 

Figure 3 shows the alignment at mid-heaven or the highest point in the daytime sky.  All 

the planets kept their alignment, except Jupiter which passed behind the moon just after sunrise.   

This special alignment is called the ñStar of Bethlehemò and was meant for the Magi and not any 

other priest or politician.   This is why Herod and the temple officials were taken by surprise ï they 

had not seen any spectacular heavenly displays.  Matthew 2: 1-7 says ñNow after Jesus was born 

in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 

saying, ñWhere is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and 

have come to worship Him.ò When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 

with him. Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Messiah was to be born. They said to him, ñIn Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has 

been written by the prophet: óAND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS 

OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.ôò  Then Herod 

secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appearedò 
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Figure 3.  Position of the planets at mid-heaven on April 17, 6 BC (from Molnar) 

 

 

According to the astrology of the Persians, what occurred on April 17, 6 BC was the most 

ñRegalò or ñDivineò set of signs possible.  Only the Magi would have recognized this unique 

arrangement. 

 

1. Saturn, Jupiter and the Sun are all in Aries 

2. Moon begins its pass in front of Jupiter and completes the pass by the mid-heaven. 

3. Saturn and Jupiter are ñspear-bearersò (rise before) for the Sun. 

4. Mars and Mercury are ñattendantsò (rise behind) for the Moon 

5. Venus is in Pisces 

 

I confirmed Dr. Molnarôs findings by utilizing a new astronomy program called Stellarium.  By 

adjusting the program to the correct date, direction, and location, the alignment and movement of 

all these heavenly bodies can be viewed and studied.   Figure 4 is a still image of that sunrise on 

April 17, 6 BC.   The animation of the entire time from sunrise to mid-heaven is very impressive 

and shows the occultation of Jupiter by the crescent moon (which is only 2% visible).    The most 

obvious concern about this alignment is that most of it couldnôt be seen during the brightness of 

the day.  However, Dr. Molnar went to great lengths to show that the Magi tracked the planets 

mathematically and were not dependent on visual verification.   This is the reason that no one in 

Judaea was aware that the ñstar out of Jacobò (Num 24:17) had occurred. 
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Figure 4.  Image from the Stellarium software showing the alignment of the heavenly bodies 

just after sunrise on April 17, 6 BC 

 

 

Why the Magi? 

 

The answer to this question requires an in-depth study of the Book of Daniel.  Daniel was 

an intellectual teenager that was taken into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar when Jerusalem was 

sacked in 586 BC.   His intellect and abilities were recognized by the king and was specially 

trained to serve in the court of Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon.   Daniel, through a series of dreams, 

interpretations and miracles, became a favorite of the king and rose to prominence within the 

kingdom.   Daniel 2:48 says that Nebuchadnezzar ñémade him ruler over the whole province of 

Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylonéò   Who are the ñwise menò 

mentioned in this verse?  Earlier in chapter 2, it is stated that the wise men were comprised of 

magicians, diviners, enchanters, sorcerers, and Chaldeans.    The word Magi is short for 

ñmagician.ò    So, there really is no mystery as to the origin of the wise men described in the book 

of Matthew.   They were direct ancestors of the very men trained, taught, and managed by Daniel 

some 500 years before the birth of Yeshua Ha Mashiach (Jesus the Christ). 

 

Even more spectacular are the Messianic prophecies given in Daniel chapter 9.  Verses 24 

ï 26 provide a very detailed prediction that the Messiah will arrive 483 years after a decree is 

issued to rebuild Jerusalem.   The most likely date of the decree is 445 BC based on Nehemiah 2:5.  

When 483 years (360 day year) is considered and subtracted from 445 the date of the crucifixion 

ñéwhen the Messiah is cut offéò  is around 30 AD. The Magi were able to narrow the time of the 

birth to very small timeframe ï probably the ten years between 10 BC and 1AD.   
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Why Antioch? 

 

Antioch was the ancient capital of Syria and was founded by Seleucus in about 300 BC.  It 

was located on the Orontes River about 50 miles west of Aleppo, Syria.   It was strategically 

located for commerce and was connected to the major trading routes known as ñThe Silk Road,ò 

and ñRoyal Persian Road.ò     The Jewish Encyclopedia states that ñéAntioch, as the chief city of 

Syria, was the seat of the Roman governor, whose jurisdiction extended over Palestine also. A 

large number of Jews resided in Antioch from its foundation (according to Josephus), and received 

from Seleucus Nicator all the rights of citizenshipé.ò  This means that the Magi would have 

passed through Antioch on their way to Jerusalem and, most likely, shared the reason for their trip 

with the Jews of the city -- that they were going to visit the newly born Jewish Messiah. 

   

It is this large Jewish population that prompted the early disciples of Yeshua to go to 

Antioch to ñéspeak the word to no one except to Jews alone.ò (Acts 11:19).  As a result of this 

evangelism, Antioch became a seat of early Christianity and was visited by many of the prominent 

disciples and apostles like Peter, Paul, and Barnabas.  Followers of Yeshua were first called 

ñChristiansò at Antioch (Acts 11:20-30). 

 

Over the next 4 centuries, multiple church conferences were held in Antioch and the city 

was considered as important as Jerusalem, Constantinople, Alexandria, and Rome. 

 

 

Why Aries? 

 

Molnar, pp 46-47, discusses the ancient references that relate Aries to Judaea.  Ptolemy in 

ñTetrabiblosò says that ñéAries represents Coele Syria, Judaea, and Idumaeaéò  Vettius Valens, 

in ñAnthology,ô says that ñéAries controlled Coele Syria and its adjacent landséò    Further, the 

Jewish Encylopedia states  ñéThe twelve constellations represent the twelve tribesé The 

standards of the tribes corresponded to the zodiacal signs of the constellations, so that in the east 

was the standard of Judah, with Issachar and Zebulun beside it, these three being opposite Aries, 

Taurus, and Geminiéò   And even into modern times, the ñAstrology Weeklyò recognizes that 

Aries represents Israel. 

 

 

 

Commemorative coins 

 

After collecting many Star of Bethlehem coins over a ten year period, it became apparent 

that the dates of these coins were grouped in clusters ï with large gaps between the clusters.   This 

pattern is seen from about 6 AD to about 253 AD or nearly 250 years.    When I combined the 

dates of these clusters with the birth year of 6BC and crucifixion year of 30 AD, I discovered that 

the clusters aligned neatly with major anniversaries of the birth or death and resurrection.   The 

conclusion is that the leaders in Antioch, a semi-autonomous city, issued coins with the Ram & 

Star design to commemorate the birth and/or crucifixion of Yeshua Ha Machiach. 

 

On the following pages, the coins separated and presented in their appropriate categories: 
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The Birthdays 
 

Occasion: Yeshua at age 12 and age 18 

Dates:   AT  for age 12.    BM, ũɀ, ȹɀ for age 18.   (Actian Era began 31 BC) 

Dimensions:  18-20 mm diameter,  6.5 ï 8.7 gms (these are the largest of the entire series.) 

Obverse:  Zeus facing right 

Reverse:  All show leaping ram (Aries) looking back at heavenly star.   

            AT and BM - MHTPOɄOȿEɋN ANTIOXEɋN, ñpeople of the metropolis Antioch.ò   

            ũɀ and ȹɀ - EɄI  SILANOU ANTIOXEɋN, ñ reign of Silanus Antiochò 

Number seen:  AT ï 8 (scarce),  BM ï 10 (scarce),  ũɀ ï 44 (easily found), ȹɀ ï 86 (most        

populous of the entire series)  

Comments:  Age 12 could commemorate Yeshuaôs Bar Mitzvah and his debate in the 

Temple with the Rabbis ï Luke 2:41-52.  Yeshua at age 18 may reflect the Rabbiôs desire 

that the militaristic messiah is ready to rise to power.    Quirinius became governor in 6AD 

and Silanus followed in 12 AD.  

.    

 

   
Figure 5:  AT (Antioch) = 6 AD (T. Cartwright collection) 

 



8 

 

    
 Figure 6:  BM = year 42 or 11 AD (T. Cartwright collection) 

 

   
Figure 7:  ũɀ = year 43 or  12 AD (T. Cartwright collection) 

 
Figure 8:  ȹɀ  = year 44 or 13 AD (T. Cartwright collection) 
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Imitations 
 

Occasion: Imitations to commemorate the birth 

Dates:   EM, ũIȿ, ũȹ,  ũN, ȿȿ, ȿɀ,      

(All most likely minted between 30 AD and 50 AD) 

Dimensions:  15-20 mm diameter,  4.3 ï 7.2 gms 

Obverse:  Zeus facing right 

Reverse:  Leaping ram (Aries) looking back at 5-point star or arrowhead.   

Legend is illegible on all examples 

Number seen: ũIȿ - 1, EM ï 1,  ũȹ - 2, ũN ï 1, ȿȿ - 1, ȿɀ ï 1,   

(All exceptionally rare)    

Comments:  The death of Yeshua in 30AD probably generated a great deal of tourist 

traffic and these were minted to sell to the tourists. 

 

 

  
Figure 9.  Date:  ũIȿ = year 43  and 5-point star on reverse  (image from Incitatus Coins on VCoins.com) 

 

 
Figure 10.  Date:  EM = year 45  and 3-point star on reverse (T. Cartwright collection) 
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Figure 11.  Date: ũȹ = year 7 (47) and arrowhead on reverse (image from Zuzim Coins on VCoins.com ) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Figure 12.  Date:  ũN = year 53 and arrowhead on reverse (T. Cartwright collection) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


