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Abstract

In 1999 Dr. Michael Molnat a Christian astronomer, publishedr he St ar ©of Bet |
The Legacy oisfindingencliMedthemetani n behi nd t he fARam
from Antiochalong with themostl i k B & g v @&n | y canstitugngtnmheen tfioSt ar o f
Bethlehemd He concluded that the design was meant to recognize the birth of the Miessiah
Judaeand thatHis birthoccurred a April 17, 6 BC. Since his book was publishddiave
continuougy accumulatedhese coindy dateand conductedesearchnto thepurpose of their
minting. My conclusionswotonlyc onf i r m Dr . NMoultn aarl 6Gsso fsihnodM ntghsa t
Bethlehend mot i f frequardly batweerdé AD and 23®. Ultimately, here are over 20
different dates for thessobmmemorativeoinsandthe datesclusteraroundmajor anniversary
dat es o f( Jeessdsuwadisro N dnd @esumection 0
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Introduction

Dr. Molnarrevealedconvincing evidence on the source of the Star of Bethlefieny
with the purpose of the star and ram desigrde based his conclusions on the interpretation of
scripture along with ament writings of the Romans, Jews and Greeks regarding astrology. His
research was sparked by the scentherreverse of theoin shown in Figure 1. This coin was
minted in6 AD in Antioch which wasone of tle centers of early ChristianityAncient witings
show that Judea was represented by the Ram Aries in the aodigarticular positions of the
other heavenly bodies represented regal divinity.

Figure 1. Bronze Trichalkon from Antioch depicting Aries looking back at a heastly
(From he T. Cartwright collection)

Molnarfound that a unusual array of the planets occurred in Aries during 6 B@ich
the Magirecognized as a divine birth Judea. Thisinique alignmenis represented by the star
next t o t hAniRartadfactfronelxr.dMolnad s wasrthat the Magi

meticulously tracked the position of all the
alignment.
The foll owing diagrams are borr oshewhef rom D

position of tke 7heavenly bodies at sunrise and at the-hgdvenAt sunrise, Venus rises first
while in Pisces. Venus is then followed by Saturn, Moon, Jupiter and the sun which were located
in Aries. Finally, Mars and Mercury appeared above the horizon whileurug.a
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Figure 2. Position of the planets at sunrise on April 17, fB®n Molnar)

Figure 3 shows the alignment at nfidaven or the highest point in the daytime sky. All
the planets kept their alignment, except Jupiter whadsed behind the moon just after sunrise.
This special alignmens calledt h8t &r of 8ndwab rheart fernhé Bgiand notany
other priest or politician. This is why Herod and the temple officials were taken by surrése
had not see any spectacular heavenly disgaMatthew 2: 17saysi Now after Jesus
in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem,
saying, AWhere is He who has beennthleeastmandKki ng o
have come to worship Hi thisbewahtreubleddand ail derusalera ki n
with him. Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. They saidtohi il n Bet hl ehem of Judea
been written nbvygy BtrHieeewm Lpnt 00Jpok, HE By NO QEAS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS
oF JupaH; For ouT oF You sHALL coME FORTHIRULER WHO wiLL sHEPHERDMY PEOPLEISRAEL O O Then Hero
sec etly called the magi and determined from th
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Figure 3. Position of the planets at aidaven on April 17, 6 B{rom Molnar)

According to the astrology of tHeersianswhat occurred on April 17, 6 BC wése most
ARegal 0 or ADi vi n ealytkedviagi wolild have gecognizeddhss siniqbel e
arrangement.

1. Saturn, Jupiter and the Sun are all in Aries

2. Moon begins its pass in front of Jupitard completes the pass by the thahven.
3. Saturn and Jupitexr r e fbsepaa eerr beforg forthe Sue.

4. Mar s and WMatendaots y( rair seéoritiedlbon n d )

5. Venus is in Pisces

| confirmedD r . Mo | n a byduslizing a mew astrog@ny program called StellariuBy
adjusting therogram to the corot date direction,and locationthealignment and movement
all these heavenly bodiean be vieweand studied Figure 4is a still image of that sunrise on
April 17, 6 BC. The animation of the entire time from sunrise to-4méhven is very impres/e
and shows the occultation of Jupiter by the crescent rfwaoich isonly 2% visiblg. The most
obviousconcermbout thi s alignment i duringthebtightmegsssot o f
theday. However, Dr. Molnar went to great lengthstmw that the Magi tracked the planets
mathematically and were not dependent on visual verificatidhis is the reason that no one in
Judaea was atavaut & Jacob(dum 24:1Y)ead éccurred.



Figure 4. Image from the Stellarium soétw showing the alignment of thedwenly bodies
just after sunrise on April 17, 6 BC

Why the Magi?

The answer to this question requires adepth study of the Book of Daniel. Daniel was
an intellectual teenager that was taken into captivity by Nedmrezzawhen Jerusalem was
sacked in 586 BC. His intellect and abilities were recognized by the king and was specially
trained to serve in the court of Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. Daniel, through a series of dreams,
interpretations and miracles, bea@mfavorite of the king and rose to prominence within the
kingdom. Daniel 2:48 says that NebuchadneZis#g made hi m rul er over the
Babylon and chief prefect over all thise mero f B a b yWhoon éadr e t he HAwi se mi
mentioned in thiserse? Earlier in chapterijs stated that the wise men r@ecomprised of
magiciansdiviners, enchanters, sorcerers, and Chaldeans. The words\agit for
A ma g i c $oatmere deally is no mystery as to the origin ofwiiee mendescribedn the book
of Matthew. They werdirect ancestors dhevery men trained, taught, and managed by Daniel
some 50@/ears before the birth of Yeshua Ha Mashiach (Jesus the Christ)

Even more spectacular are tessianiqprophecies givem Daniel chapte9. Verses 24
T 26 providea very detailed predictiotnat theMessiahwill arrive 483 years aftea decree is
issued to rebuild JerusalenThe most likéy date of the decree is 445 BC based on Nehemiah 2:5.
When483 years360 day yedris considere@dndsubtracted from 44the dateof the crucifixion
A éwhentheMessiahi s ¢ u tis amdinfl FDAD. e Magiwere able to narrowhe time of the
birth to very small timeframé probably the ten years between 10 BC and 1AD.
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Why Antioch?

Antioch was he ancient capital of Syria and was founded by Seleucus in about 300 BC.
was located on the Orontes River about 50 miles west of Aleppo, Syria. It was strategically
located for commerce and was connected to the magbiitra g r out es Kk Rooandn, 0as A
and ARoyal P &he dewiahrEncRRctopedia states thiad Ant i och, as t he ¢
Syria, was the seat of the Roman governor, whose jurisdiction extended over Palestine also. A
large number of Jews resided in Antioch from its foudafaccording to Josephus), and received
from Sel eucus Ni cat or 0 @hisimeansttatthe Magiwowdd havé ci t i z
passed through Antioch on their way to Jerusalem and, most likely, shared the reason for their trip
with the Jews of theity -- that they were going to visit the newly born Jewish Messiah.

It is this large Jewish population that prompted the early disciples of Yeshua to go to
Antiochtoné s peak the word t o ndActs hld9 Axecresyttofthiso J e ws
evangelism, Antioch became a seat of early Christianity and was visited by many of the prominent
disciples and apostles like Peter, Paul, and Barnabas. Followers of Yeshua were first called
AChri sti an(@aslB2030)Ant i och

Over the nex# centuries, multiplechurch conferences were held in Antioch and the city
was considered as important as Jerusalem, Constantinople, Alexandria, and Rome.

Why Aries?

Molnar, pp 4647, discusses the ancient references that relate Aries to Judaea. Ptolemy in
ATabi bl os d éAriasyepredertisaCoele Syria, Judaea, and ldudaed/ettius Valens,
in AAnt hol diggyArd esayxontthratl | ed Coel e F&ther,bem and
Jewish Encylopediastatdsé The t wel ve ¢ onstiweldtribégéiThens r epr es
standards of the tribes corresponded to the zodiacal signs of the constellations, so that in the east
was the standard of Judah, with Issachar and Zebulun beside it, these three being opposite Aries,
Taur us, an dAnd@éeemintemodéro times, thBAstrology Weeklyp recognizes that
Aries represents Israel.

Commemorative coins

After collecting many Star of Bethlehem coins over a ten year period, it became apparent
that the dates of these coins were grouped in clusteith large gapdetween the clusters. This
pattern is seen from about 6 AD to about 253 AD or nearly 250 years. When | combined the
dates of these clustensth the birth year of 6BC and crucifixion year of 30 AD, | discovered that
the clusters aliged neatly with major anniversariesf the birth ordeath and resurrectionThe
conclusion is that the leaders in Antioch, a saotonomous city, issued coins with the Ram &

Star desigrio commemoratéehe birth and/or crucifixion oYeshua Ha Machiach.

On the bllowing pagesthe coins separated and presented in their appropriate categories:



The Birthdays

Occasion Yeshuaatage 12 and age 18

Dates AT forage 12. BMi z, gz for age 18 (Actian Erabegan31 BO

Dimensions 1820 mm diameter, 6.1 8.7 gms(these are the largest of the entire series

Obverse Zeus facing right

Reverse All show leaping ram (Aries) looking back at heavenly star.
ATandBM-MHTPOUYOsEqQN ANTI OXEQqN, Apeopl e
0z andE#toz SI LANOU AN IOXiIEgEMN of Si | a

Number seen AT 1 8 (scarce), BM 10 (scarce),ii z1 44 (easily found)gpz 7 86 (most
populous of the entire serjes

Comments Age 12 coul d comme mor athe debaesirthea 6 s
Temple with the Rabbis Luke 2:4152. Yeshuaatage®ay refl ect t h
thatthe militaristic messials readyto rise to power Quirinius became governor in 6AD
and Silanus followed in 12 AD.

Figure 5: AT (Antioch) =6 AD (T. Cartwright collection)



Figure 6: BM = year 42 orl1 AD (T. Cartwright collection)

Figure 7:0 z year43 or 12 AD (T. Cartwright collection)
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Figure 8: 0 Z = year 44 o3 AD (T. Cartwright collection)



Imitations

Occasion Imitations to commemorate the birth

Dates EM, 0 | ,8 @lN,ss,s z,

(All most likelyminted between 30 AD and 50 AD)

Dimensions 15-20 mm diameter4.37 7.2gms

Obverse Zeus facing right

Reverse Leaping ram (Aries) looking back &ipoint star or arrowhead
Legend is illegible on all examples

Numberseend | s1,EM7T 1, G g2, 0GNT 1,58 s-1,5 27 1,

(All exceptionally rare)

Comments The death of Yeshua in 30AD probably generateckatgleal of tourist
traffic and hese were minted to sell to the tourists.

Figure 9.D a t e : =yeafldl3 @and 5point staron reverse(image from Incitatus Coins on VCoins.cpm

Figure 10 Date: EM = year 45and3-point star on revers@. Cartwright collection)



Figure 11 Da t e = yedr @¥7)and arrowheadn reversé€image fromZuzim Cdns on VCoins.con)

Figure 12 Dat e : 53and Afrowheaygl enaeverse (T. Cartwright collection)
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