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TO HIS HIGHNESS

THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER.

ot b
8IR,

AMONG all the noble presages of wit and honour, there is not
one by which Your Highness hath given greater encouragement to
the hopes of these kingdoms, than by a surprising curiosity, and
impatient desire of knowledge. For the satisfiying of so generous
inclinations, Your Highmess cannot but seek an early acquaintance
with the Roman State. It must needs please you, Sir, to under-
stand the constitution of that people, before you appear the rival
of their glory; and the first steps to both these attainments will be
alike uneasy. Many fatigues are to be undergone ere you surpass
them in action and conduct; and in the same manner, before you
are introduced into the more delightful scenes of their policy and
government, Your Highness should be first presented with the
rougher prospect of their customs and ceremonies.

L:. For your direction in 8o noble (though intricate) a path of an-
1- cient story, Your Highness is desired to accept this small endeav-
.-, z our; no otherwise than you would a few shaddows, or a little
: model, to give you, Sir, the first notion of some admired picture,

or some magnificent building.

Tuere is one custom which, I make myself believe, Your High-
ness will read with some pleasure; I mean, Sir, the Tojan Game,
. a martial exercise performed by the youth of the first quality in
: Rome, under_such a captain as yourself, and deriving its original
from young Ascanius; whom I need not fear to mention as your

precedent, since you have already honoured him with your imi-

tation.
[ J




iv THE EPISTLE DEDICATORY.

It may be expected, perhaps, that, out of the many illustrious
Romans, I should here propose to Your Highness some of the most j
celebrated examples of virtue and great achievements. But this ‘
would prove a needless piece of service; since you cannot miss ‘
your way in the pursuits of the first, while Your Highness goes on,
like the Trojan prince.
Matre Dea monstrante viam 3
and to the second, the short advice, which that hero gave his son,
will engage you as the highest motive: s
—Te, animo repetentem exempla tuorum,
Et pater Eneas et avunculus excitet Hector.

I am, 8ir.
Your Highness’s
Most Humble and
Most Obedient Servant,
BASIL KENNETT.
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THE

PREFACE.

THE usefulness of such a design as this not being like to be
called in question, I am obliged no farther than to give a short
history of what attempts have hitherto been made of the same
nature, with some account of the present undertaking.

Nor to make a catalogue of the many tracts on particular sub-
jects of Roman Antiquities, the two authors most in use for this
knowledge are Rosinus and Godwin ; the first as a full system,
the other as an abridgment or compendium. We have nothing
more complete than Rosinus taken all together ; but he will ap-
pear very deficient in many points, if compared with other learned
men who have laboured in the adorning some one part of his
general subject. Thus, I believe, his Book of War has scarce
been looked into since the publishing of Lipsus’s admirable com-
ment on Polybius. His accounts of the Habits, Senate, Laws,
and Funerals, will never be set in competition with the more ac-
curate pieces of Ferrarius and Rubenius, of Paulus Manutius, and
Kirchman. Not to urge that the Names, the Money, the Private
Games, with several lesser topics, are entirely omitted ; and many
more substantial customs -but slightly touched. The Paralipo-
mena of Dempster, which are added in the best editions, under
the name of Notes on this author, seem for the most part, barely
a transeript of common places gathered from the classics and other
writers, with little connection ; and therefore, though they serve,
now and then, for a supplement to Rosinus, yet it is impossible
they should be very instructive.
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Gopwin’s Anthologia (which we usually meet with in our
schools) besides that it wants all the advantages which we have
received from the learned within these threescore years, is so
short and unsatisfactory in subjects of the greatest consequence;
80 crowded with phrases which are to be found in all our Die-
tionaries; so stuffed with long passages of Latin untranslated ;
has so little method, and runs so dry and heavy in the reading,
that I fancy it is a .general wish it were exchanged for some-
thing else of the same kind, of greater use, and more agreeable
entertainment.

For Cantelius de Romana Republica ; to me the Jesuit seems
very unhappy, that by spending half his book in giving us a long
relation of the Roman wars, battles, deaths, &c. which most per-
sons would rather learn from the original historiaus, he has so
straitened himself in the remaining part, as to pass for no extra-
ordinary epitomizer. Besides that he cannot spare room to set
down one word of authority for what he says.

As for these papers; the two Essays of the Roman Learning
and Education are, I think, what has not been before attempted
in any Language; and on that account will be the more easily
pardoned, if not the better accepted in the world. The com-
pendious history of the rise, progress, and decay of the state, has
this at least to say for itself, that it carries its own credentials
along with it, in constsnt references to the ancient writers. I will
not here compose a table of contents for the setond part, which
has run out into such a length, as to make the body of the work ;
only I may hint, in a word or two, that the many omissions of
Rosinus and Godwin are largely supplied, and scarce any thing
material (that I know of) passed by ;—that the city, with the fa-
mous structures of all sorts, are described from the relations of
eye-witnesses, and authors of credit;—that the laws which occur
in the best classics, and often prove a great hinderance to the
reader, are disposed under proper heads in a very convenient
manner; and the truest accounts of their import, and the time
when they were made, collected from the most approved com-
mentators, and from the admired treatise of Manutius de Legibus
Romants ;—that in some subjects it was thought proper to follow
(for the most part) one particular author, who had managed his
province with universal approbation; as Sigonius in the Comitia
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and the Judgments, Lipsius in the Art of War, in the Gladiators,
and in the Names, Kirchman in the Funerals, and Brerewood in
the Account of the Money ;—that the curious remarks of Scaliger,
Casaubon, Grevius, Monsieur and Madam Dacier, are inserted on
many occasions : In short, that no pains or charges have been
spared, which might render the attempt truly serviceable to the
good end for which it was designed,—the pleasure and benefit of
the reader.

THE great incorrectness of the Second Edition was occasioned
by the haste and the necessities of the then unfortunate proprietor;
from whom no sight of the sheets could be obtained, till the whole
was so dishonourably finished. Yet the necessary alterations
and additions, before given in, were inserted in their places. It
was and is with all gratitude acknowledged, that the best part of
this assistance hath been afforded by the late noble collections of
the excellent Gravius; a catalogue of which is here subjoined.
The compiler wishes it may be imputed not te idleness, but to
design, that he hath borrowed only a mite from that treasury.
For intending an abridgment, not a full body, he thought it alike
unreasonable, either to swell the bulk above the name and use, or
to forbear such improvements as could scarce in honesty be de-
nied ; either to burthen the reader for the bookseller’s advantage,
or under a preien e of easing the former, to injure both. This
new impression has not only been amended by a careful super-
%1, but adorned by the beauty of the letter, and of the addi-
tional sculptures. But the chief recommendation of the design is
owing to the favourable acceptance and kind encouragement of
private persons, and of societies, especially of a royal and most
flourishing seminary, to which our thanks can be returned in no
better wishes, than that it may for ever continue in the same
happy state, and under the hke prudent government and direc-
tion.
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ESSAY L

OF THE ROMAN LEARNING.

WHOEVER considers the strange beginning of the Roman state,
the frame and constitution on which it was first settled, together
with the quality of the original members, will think it no wonder
that the people, in that early age, should have a kind of fierceness,
or rather wildness in their temper, utterly averse to every thing
that was polite and agreeable. This savage disposition by degrees
turned into a rigid severity, which encouraged them to rely solely
on the force of their native virture and honour, without being be-
holden to the advantage of art, for the improvement of their reason,
or for the assistance of their courage. Hence a grossness of in-
‘vention passed current with them for wit, and study was looked on
as an unmanly labour ; especially while they found that their exact
discipline, and unconquered resolution, rendered them masters of

. nations much more knowing than themselves. All this is frankly
acknowledged by their own authors: Lifere in homine Romano
go for a wonder with Tully.* And Virgil, in a reign when all the
civility and learning of the world were transplanted to Rome,
chooseth to make the arts of government and war distinguishing
excellencies of his countrymen :

. [Excudent alii spirantia mollils sra :
"% Credo equidem. wivoe ducent de marmore oultus :
Orabunt cansas melius, cielque meatus
Deacribent radio et surgentia sidera dicent :
Tu re%‘cne a;:p‘;u;‘ populos. Rgmaae, :nemento :
.‘gfrgm subjectis, o :}“&ZZ: superbos o,

" Others shall best inspire the mimic brass,
Or out of marble carve a living face ;
Plead with more force, and trace the heavenly roads,
Describi:f the wide empire of the gods:
The wand’ring stars to steady rules confine,
And teach expecting mortals when they’ll shine,
Thee Heaven, brave Roman, form’d for high command :
Be these thy arts, from thy victorious ha
To make glad nations own their peace bestow’d,
To spare the suppliant, and pull down the proud.

* De Nat. Deor. Iib. 1. De Senectute, ® Eneid. 6.
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The reason which Horace gives for the slow advances of poesy,

will hold in every other part of polite learning :

Serus enitn Graeeis admovit acumina chartis ©
Their little acquaintance with the fine wits of Greece, who had
settled the staple of arts and learningin that country, deprived them
of an opportunity to cultivate and beautify their genius, which was
formed by nature capable of the highest attainments. Some kind of
poetry, indeed, they had in their rustic times; but then the verses
were such rude doggrel stuff, as old Ennius describes:

—:—mmm uopulo:mm superdrat,

ec dicti studiosus erat.

Cicero is inclined to think, that the old Romans might probably
have gained some little knowledge in philosophy from the instruc-
tions of Pythagoras, the famous author of the Italic sects who flour-
ised in Italy about the same time thaf the Tarquins were expelled
the city. But the ancient custom of singing to the flute the praises of
famous men and great entertainments, is the only relick he can find
of this doctrine, which was delivered in poetical numbers.¢

Their intercourse with Greece began upon their undertaking the
defence of that country against Philip of Macedon, who had a design
on in its liberty, about the year of Rome 555; when, according to
their usual practice, under the name of deliverers, they made them-
selves rather the masters of that people. And then,

Graeia capita ferum sictorem cepit, et artes
Ineulit agresti Latio*

The greatest number of eminent poets, especially dramatic wri-
ters, flourished between the end of the first and the third Punic
wars ; or from the year of the city 512 to 607. The most consider-
able were Livius Andronicus, N=vius, Ennius, Pacuvius, Accius,
Cacilius, Plautus, Afranius, Terence, and Lucilius. And therefore
Horace means only the first Punic war, when he says,

g&m J;.?&ﬁ.", ?t”;!qe:;: }%ﬁma Jerrent :
Tentavit guogee, rem & digne vertere posses.f

The studies of philosophy and rhetoric never made any tolerable
progress before the arrival of the Achaians, who in the year of Rome
586 or 587, to the number of a thousand, or more, were sent for out
of their ewn country, where they had shewn themselves disaffected
to the Romans, and were dispersed in several parts of Italy. Among
these was the famous Polybius the Megalopolitan, whose great parts

cLib.2. epist. 1. 4 Cicero Tusc. Quest.lib.4,  *Lib. 3. epist.1.  fIbid.
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and learning not only gained him the entire friendship of 8cipio
ZEmylianus and Lelius, two of the greatest Romans in that age,
but procured toe the release of all his colntrymen that remained
after some years exile.

Most of that company, though not equal to Polybius, yet being
the principal members of the chief cities in Greece, brought away a
great share of the politeness and refined arts of that country: and
being now reduced to a state of life, which took from them all
thoughts of public action, they applied themselves wholly to the
pursuits of letters, as well to divert the reflections of their banish-
ment, a8 to improve and cultivate their mind.s

In afew years their examples and instructions had wrought sucha
strange conversion in the Roman youth, that the senate, fearing lest
the ancient discipline should by this means be corrupted, and the
minds of the people softened and enervated by study, consulted how
to put a stop to this vein of politeness, so contrary to the rough and -
warlike dispositions of their ancestors. To this purpose we meet
with a decree bearing date in the consulship of C. Fannius Srabo
and M. Valerius Messala, A. U. C. 592, by which it appears, * that
. whereas Marcus Pomponius the Pretor had made a report to the
senate about the philosophers and rhetoricians, the fathers did here-
by order the aforesaid Pretor to take cognizance of the business,
and to suffer no such men in Rome.”»

The eager passion for learning, which this prohibition had in some
measure allayed, broke out with greater heat and force about six-
teen years after, upon this famous occasion, as the story may be
made up out of several authors.!

The Athenians having plundered Oropus, a city of Beeotia the in-
habitants made their complaint at Rome ; the Romans referring the
case to the judgment of the Sicyonians, a mulct of 500 talents was
imposed on the Athenian state. Upon this account it was resolved,
that commissioners should be sent to the Roman senate to procure a
mitigation of the fine. The persons pitched on for this service were
Carneades the Academic, Diogenes the Stoic, and Critolaus the Pe-
ripatitic. About the time of their coming authors are very little
agreed ; but Petavius and Cassaubon fix itin the six hundred and
third year after the building of Rome. Most of the studious youths
immediately waited on the old gentleman at their arrival, and heard
them discourse frequently with admiration. It happened, too, that
they had each of them a different way in their harrangues: for the

8 Cassaubon. Chronol. ad Polyb. et Comment, ad Sueton. de Grammat.
% Sueton. de Clar. Grammat. cap. 1. A. Gell. lib. 15. cap. 11,
t Plat. Cat, major, A, Gell, Lib, 7. cap. 14. Macrob. Sat, 1. cap. 15,
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eloquence of Carneades was violent and rapid, Critolaus’s neat and
smooth, that of Diogenes modest and sober. Carneades one day
held a full and accurate dispute concerning justice ; the next day he
refuted all that he had said before, by a train of contrary arguments,
and quite took away the virtue that he seemed so firmly to have esta-
blished, This he did to shew his faculty of confuting all manner of
possitive assertions; for he was the founder of the second academy,
a sect which denied that any thing was to be perceived or under-
stood in the world, and so introduced an universal suspension of as-
sent. It soon flew about the city that a certain Grecian (by whom
they meant Carneades,) carrying all before him, bad impressed so
strange a love upon the young men, that, quitting all their pleasures
and pastimes, they run mad, as it were, after philosophy. This to
the generality of people was a very pleasant sight, and they rejoiced
extremely tofind their sons welcome'the Grecian literature in so kind
a manner. But old Cato the censor took it much to heart, fearing
lest the youth, being diverted by such entertainments, should pre-
fer the glory of speaking to that of acting. So that, the fame of the
philosophers increasing every day, he resolved to send them pack-
ing as soon as possible. With this design, coming into the senate,
he accused the magistrates for not giving the ambassadors a speedier
dispatch, they being persons who could easily persuade the peo-
ple to whatever they pleased. He advised, therefore, that in all
haste something should be concluded on, that, being sent home to
their own schools, they might declaim to the Grecian children, and
the Roman youth might be obedient to their own laws and govern-
ors as formerly.

The same grave disciplinarian, to fright his son from any thing of
the Grecians, used to pronounce, like the voice of an oracle, in a
harsher and louder tone than ordinary, that the Romans would cer-
tainly be destroyed, when they began once tobe infected with Greek.
But it is very likely that he afterwards altered his mind; since his
learning Greek in his old age is a known story, and depends on
good authority.! Lord Bacon says, it was a judgment upon him for
his former blasphemies.*

The ambassadors, upon the motion of Cato, had a quick dismis-
sion, but left so happy an inclination in the young gentlemen to
philosophy and good letters, that they grew every day more ena-
moured of study; and shewed as much diligence in their pursuits
of knowledge as they had ever done in their applications to war.

In the year of the city 608 or 609, Greece, which had hitherto re-
tained some shadow of liberty, though it had been a long while at the

i Cicero Acad. 1. De Senect. Quinctilian, Inst, ib, 12. cap. 11.
k Advancement of Learning, book 1.
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Romans command, was, upon some slight occasion, entered with an
army under Mumnrius, and reduced to the common state of the other
conquered nations. This exploit happening in the very same year
that Carthage was destroyed by P. Scipio £mylianus, it will be very
pleasant to observe the different genius of the two commanders, who
had the honour of these achievements; and to see how politeness
and the ancient simplicity were now at strife in Rome. Mummius
was so far unskilled in the curious inventions of art, that after the
taking of Corinth, when a great number of admirable pictures and
statutes, by the best masters, came into his hands, he told the ser-
vants that were to carry them into Italy, if they lost any by the
way, they should certainly find him new ones in their room.!

Scipio, on the other hand, to the courage and virtue of ancient
heroes, had joined a profound knowledge of the sciences, with all
the graces and ornament of wit. His patronage was courted by every
one that made any figure in learning. Panztius, whom Tully calls
the prince of the Stoics, and the incomparable historian Polybius,
were his bosom-friends, the assisters of his studies at home, and the
constant companions of his expeditions.= To which may be added
the remark of a very great man, that he passed the soft hours of his
life in the conversation of 'Terence, and was thought to have a part
in the composition of his comedies.®

The highest pitch of the Roman grandeur, in the time of the com-
monwealth, is thought to have been concluded before the final reduc-
tion of Carthage and of Greece:® and the common reason assigned
forits decay is, that Athens, being now become the mart of the world
for wit and breeding, imported the arts of debauchery, among her
more noble productions, to Rome; and maintained their luxury, as
well as their studies and conversations, at her charge. But however,
their ancient prowess might decline, itis certain the eonquest of the
great empire of science was now carried on more vigorously than ever.
The tide of learning and humanity ran every day with greater force,
and, after the famous Cato, scarce met with any to oppose it. Be-
tween this period and the death of 8ylla, (scarce twenty years,) the
most renowned orators, Crassus and Antony, ruled the Forum, who
were succeeded by Sulpicius, Cotta, Hortensius, and other great
names recorded by Tully in his Brutus. At the same time, the two
Sczvolas, the Augur and the Pontiff, advanced civil law to its full
perfection. And Lucretius (who wrote about the time of the Jugur-
than war,) as he excelled even the Grecian disciples of Epicurus in

1 Vell, Paterc. lib. 1. cap. 13. = Ihid,
s 8ir Will, Temple’s Miscell. p 2. Essay 1.
° Cassaubon Chronolog. ad. Polyb,
S
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explaining and defending his doctrine, s he directs us where to be-
gin, in fixing the height and purity of the Réman poesy and style,?
Philosaphers were now in universal honour and request, being invit-
ed from all parts for the education and instraction of young noble-
" men, and for advice and assistance of the greatest ministers of state.
And what is more surprising, arts and civility were rather encour-
aged than frighted away by the wars : and the muses, like their pa-
troness Minerva, had very often their residence in the camp. Sylla
himself wrote two and twenty books of memoirs,® and contributed,
in an extraordinary manner, to the advancement of knowledge, by
transporting to Rome the famous library of Apellicon the Peripatetic,
in which were most of Aristotle and Theophrastus’s works, which
liad been lorg unknown te the greatest part of their followers.

8ylla’s rival, Marius, was the only man of nete in that age, whe
retained the old sourness and unpolished manner of the first Reo-
mans. He indeed would never study Greek, nor suffer that lan-
guage te be used in any matters of consequence; as thinking it ri-
diculous to bestow time in that learning, the teachers whereof were
little better than slaves.*

But then Lucullus, whe succeeded Sylla in the military glory, as
to matters of learning, was much his superior. Inhis youth he had
8o absolute a command of the two only tongues then in request, that,
upon a project of compiling a history, he fairly took his chance,
whether he should write in Greek or Latin, in prose or verse. And
after all his feats of arms in the Mithridatic war, when he was de-
prived of his command by the prevailing faction of Pompey, the great
employment of his privacy and retreat was the promeoting ef knowl-
edge. With this design he built a library, farnished it with a vast
number of books fairly transcribed, and made it free to all comers.
The walks and schools, which he raised near the library, were always
full of Grecians, who retiring thither from business, diverted one an-
other with conferences and debates, in the same manner as was used
in their own country ; making advantage of friendly conversation to-
ward the improvement of their understandings. Lucullus himself
often studied there, sometimes disputing with the learned men, and
sometimes giving his advice in matters of state to those that desired
it; though he meddled with no public business in person. He was
very well versed in all the sects of philosophy, but adhered closely to
the old academy ; whereas his friend Cicero was a great stickler for
the new. Hence it is that we find the latter book of the academic

? Sir Will Temple’s Miscell. p. 2 essay 1. * Ibid. et Strabo. Iib, 13.
1 Plutarchus in Sylla, ¢ Plutar. in Mario-
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questions inscribed Lucullus ; where that great man is brought in
defending the opinions of his sect.t

The whole majesty of language, and height of eloquence, shone
out, as it were, all at once, in Tully ; so that Paterculus has well
observed, * Delectari ante eum paucissimis, mirari vero neminem
possis, nisi aut ab illo visum, aut qui illum viderit.”u

Perhaps the same remark will hold good in his philosophy ; orat
least, with respect to his predecessors, the latter study will yield
him an equal praise with the former. For to handle this subject
in Latin prose was purely a new province reserved for his manage-
ment, and left untouched till that time by the learned. 'Thus much
he lets us know in several parts of his works, particularly in his
poem to the Tuscnlan questions ; where at the same time he gives
us a short account of the progress and advances of arts among the
Romans, infinitely worth the transcribing: * Meum semper judi-
cium fuit, &c. It was always my opinion,” says he, * that either
our countrymen have been more happy in their inventions of every
kind than the Greeke; or, that they have made a vast improvement
in whatever they barrowed from that nation, and thought worth
their while to polish and refine. For as to the conduct of life and
the rules of breeding and behaviour, together with the management
of family concerns, we are masters of more exactness, and have a
much genteeler air. If we ascend to the governing and regulating
of public spirits, our ancestors may justly claim the preference in
this part of wisdom, on account of their admirable laws and insti-
tations. In military affairs we have made a more considerable ad-
vance than any before us, which is owing no less to our discipline
than to our native bravery.

“Tis true, Greece has always had the renown beyond us for their
attainments in every part of learning; and it was an easy matter
to conquer when they met with no opposition. Poetry, the most
ancient sort of writing, had but a late reception among us; for Li-
vius Andromicus presented his first dramatic piece 510 (it should
be 514) years after the building of Rome, in the consulship of C.
Claudius, son to Appius Czcus, and M. Tuditanus, a year before
the birth of Ennius, who is senior to Plautus and N®vius.”

As he goes on, he attributes the slow progress of poesy to the
want of due reward and enco ment ; and tells us, that,ina
public oration of Cato’s, it was objected as a reproach to Marcus
Nobilior, that he had carried the poet Ennius with hin into Ktolia,
when he went to reside there as governor. That there was no part
of the mathematics (which the Grecians esteemed so honourable a
study) of use in Rome, but the bare practice of measuring, and

¢ Plutarchus in Lucullo. = Hist, lib, 1. chap.17.
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casting accounts. For oratory, he observes that the Romans em-
braced this very soon, but at first without the advantages of a
learned institution ; which were afterwards added with so much
success, as to set them on equal terms with the most eloquent mas-
ters of Greece: but that philosophy had lain neglected till that
time, and had met with no eminent author to adorn it in the Latin
tongue. This therefore he professeth to undertake as his proper
office; and how happily he succeeded in the attempt, his works on
that subject will be a lasting argument.

If we compare Tully with his friend Atticus, we find them both
together answering the two excellent ends of philesophy ; the ser-
vice of the public, and the private ease and tranquility of an inof-
fensive life. The former directed all his studies to action, in the
defence of the commonwealth, and the opposing all designs on its
liberty ; the latter, by never entering the scene of business, made
himself equally honoured and courted by all parties, from Sylla to
Augustus Czsar. The one gained to himself more glory, the other
more hearty love and esteem; and I believe most persons would be
inclined to follow Atticus, and to commend Cicero.

Crassus, Pompey, Antony, Csar, Cato, and Brutus, who made
such a noise in the world, almost all at the same time, were the
most refined scholars of their age. The first three indeed confined
themselves to the practice of eloquence, till they were wholly di-
verted'by the profession of arms. But the last three, as they out-
shone the former in oratory, so they had made much greater ad-
vances in the other parts of human learning. Poetry and philosophy
were the diversion of Czsar’s leisure hours ; and his history will
be the model of good language as long as himself is the example of
great achievements.

The whole conduct of Cato’s life shows him a greater stoic than
the most rigid professors of that sect; for, however they might
equal him in knowledge, it is certain he shamed them in practice.

Brutus had been a hearer of all the sects of philosophers, and
made some proficiency in every one. When a soldier under Pom-
pey., in the civil wars, all the time that he was in the camp, except
what he spent in the general’s company, he employed in reading
and study. And the very day before the decisive battle at Phar-
salia, though it was then the middle of summer, and the camp under
many inconveniences, and he himself extremely harassed and out
of order; yet while others where either laid down to sleep, or taken
up with apprehensions about the issue of the fight, he spent all his
time, until the evening, in writing the epitome of Polybius.”

v Plutarch, in Brut.




.

OF THE ROMAN LEARNING. 1X

- It is universally known, that the Roman literature, as well as
empire, was in its highest ascendant under Augustus. All the
delicate fruits, transplanted from Greece, were now ig their blos-
som, being cherished by the calmness of the season, and cultivated
by the hand of an emperor.

I have often wondered that Mzcenas should all along carry away
the sole honour of encouraging the wit and knowledge of this reign ;
when it seems probable that he acted only in imitation of his mas-
ter; as the humours of princes commonly determine the inclina-
tions of their favourites. The quite contrary happened to the
other great minister Agrippa; the glory of his exploits was referred
to the emperor, whilst the emperor’s bounty advanced Mzcenas’s
esteem. And, indeed, the celebration of Augustus’s triumphs, and
the panegyrics on his piety, were sufficient to set him out in the
most taking eolours : But, had Mzcenas been denied the shining
character of a patron, he might have rolled on in silence among
Epicuras’s herd, and we should scarce have seen him drawn by the
poet’s hands, unless in the same posture as Silenus :

Infiatum hesterno venas, ut semper, laccho
Serta procul capiti tantum delapsa jacebunt,
Et gravis attrita pendebat cantharus ansd.™

But, whichever of the two was the nobler patron, Augustus must
be acknowledged to have been the greater scholar. And for proof,
we need go no farther than Suetonius, who has spent no less than
six chapters on the learning of this emperor. His prodigious in-
dustry in the study of eloquence and liberal arts; his labour in
composing every thing that he spoke in public, though he had a
very good faculty at extempore harangues; his polite and clean
style ; his accurate knowledge of the Grecian literature, by the
assistance of. their best masters of rhetoric and philosophy ; the
thirteen books of the history of his own life; his exhortation to
philosophy, with several other works in prose; his book of hexa-
meters, and another of epigrams, all considered together, may equal
him with the most learned princes in story.

Being thus arrived at the highest point of the Roman attain-
ments, it cannot be unpleasant to look about us, and to take a short
survey of the productions in every kind. Eloquence indeed will
appear at some distance, rather in the Augustan age than in Au-
gustus’s reign, ending in Cicero, at the dissolution of the common-
weaith., Not that his death was properly the ruin of his profession ;
for the philosopher might have lived much longer, and yet the ora-
tor have been gone, when once the ancient liberty was taken away,

» Virgil Eclog. 6.
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which inspired him with all his lofty thoughts, and was the very
soul of his harangues.. But then the bounds of history and poesy
were fixed under the emperor’s protection by Livy, Virgil, and
Horace. And if we desire a view of philosophy, the two poets will
account for that as well as for their own province.

I think none will deny Horace the elogy given him by a celebrated
writer, “that he was the greatest master of life, and of true sense in
the conductof it.’* Especially since the author of that judgment is
one of those whom (had he lived then) Horace himself would have
willingly chosen for his judge : and inserted in that shortcatalogue of
men of wit and honour, whom he desired should approve his labours.”

Whether or no the common saying be true, that, if all arts and
sciences were lost, they might be found in Virgil, it is plain he dived
very deep into the mysteries of natural science, which he sets forth
in all its ornaments, in several parts of his sublime work. And in
that admirable place of his second Geergic, when he expresseth, in
a sort of transport, his inclinations to poesy, he seems to direct its
whole end towards the speculations of the philosophers, and to
make the Muses hand-maids to Nature :

Me veré primim dulces ante omnia Muse,
Quarum sacra_fero ingenti perculsus amore,
Accipiant ; calique vias et sidera monatrent,
Defectus solis varios, Lunaque labores :

Unde tremor terris, qui oi maria alta tumescant,
Qbicibus ruptis, rursusque in scipaa residant

Quid tuntum Qceano properent se tingere soles
Hyberni ; welque tardis mora nactibus obatet,

For me the first desire which does controul

All the inferior wheels that move my soul.

Is, that the muse me her high priest would make ;
Into her holy scenes of mystery take,

And open there, to my mind’s purged eye,

‘Those wonders which to sense the gods deny ;
How in the moon such change of shapes is found :
The moon, the changing world’s eternal bound:
‘What shukes the solid earth : what strong disease
Dares trouble the far centre’s ancient ease ;
‘What makes the ses retreat, and what advance;
Varieties too regular for chance :

‘What drives the chariot on of winter’s light,

And stops the lazy waggon of the night. COWLEY.

After Augustus, the Roman muses, as well as the eagles, stooped
from their former height ; and perhaps one of these misfortunes might
be a necessary consequence of the other. I am very sorry when I find
either of them attributed to the change of government, and the settle-
ment of the monarchy; for, had the maxims and the example of Au-
gustus been pursued by his successors, the empire, in all probability,
might have been much more glorious than the commonwealth. But

* Sir Will. Temple’s Miscell, p. 2. Essay 2. ¥ Book 1. Sat, 10.
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while a new scheme of pelitics was introduced by Tiberius, and the
Caesars began to act what the Tarquins would have been ashamed
of, the learning might very well be corrupted, together with the
manners and the discipline, and all beyond any hopes of a recovery.

1t cannot be denied, that some of the worst princes were the most
passionate affecters of learning, particularly Tiberius, Claudius, and
Nero; but this rather deterred other men from such attempts, than
encouraged them in their pursuits; while an applauded scholar was
as much envied as a fortunate commander; and a rival in wit ac-
counted as dangerous as a contender for the empire ; the first being
certainly the more hard combatant, who dared challange his mas-
ters at their own weapons.

Whatever essays were made to recover the languishing arts under
Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian (for this last too was an encourager
of poesy, though he banisbed the philosophers,) scarce served to any
better purpose, than to demonstrate the poor success of study and
applicxtion while the ancient genius was wanting.

In the six next reigns immediately following Demitian, learning
seems to have enjoyed a sort of lucid interval, and the banished fa-
vourite was agein admitted to the court, being highly countenanced
and applauded by the best set of princes Rome ever saw.

Not to enquire after the productions of the other reigns, the useful
labours of Tacitus, Suetonins and Pliny Junior, will make the govern-
ment of Trajan more famous than all his feats of arms. If they are
less happy in their language than the ancients, in other respects, per-
bhaps, they have overmatched them ; the historians in the delicacy of
politics, and the sincere truth of their relations ; and the orater in his
wit and good sense. If we add to these Plutarch, who wrote most of
his works in Rome, and was honoured by Trajan with the consulship,
and Quintilian, who floyrished a very little time before; they may
pass for the twilight of learning after the sun-set of the Augustan
age, or rather be resembled to a glimmering taper, which casts a
double light when it is just on the point of expiring.

It is an observation of Sir William Temple, that all the Latin
books, which we have until the end of Trajan, and all the Greek un-
til the end of Marcus Antoninus, have a true and very estimable
value; but that all, written since that time, owe their price purely
to our curiosity, and not their own worth and excellence.

But the parity of the tongue was long before corrupted, and ended,
in Sir William Temple’s judgment, with Velleius Paterculus under
Tiberius. The reason he assigns for this decay is, the strange resort
of the ruder nations to Rome, after the conquest of their own country.

Thus the Gauls and Germans flocked in multitudes both to the
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army and the city, after the reducing of those parts by Julius Cz-
sar, Augustus and Tiberius, as many Spaniards and Syrians had
done before, on the like account: but the greatest confluence of for-
eigners followed upon the victories of Trajan in the east, and his
establishment of the three new provinces, Armenia, Assyria and
Mesopotamia. And though Adrian voluntarily relinquished these
new acquisitions, yet the prodigious swarms of the natives who had
waited on his predecessor’s triumphs, were still obliged to live im
Rome, in the condition of slaves.

The greatest part of the succeeding princes, who found it so hard
an enterprize to defend their own territories, had little leisure or
concern to guard the possessions of the muses. And therefore Clau-
dian, in those verses of his Panegyric on Stiloco:

I}fnt prisce reduent urtes, felicibus Minde

Cﬁmm iter, despectaque Musse
is guilty of a great piece of flattery, in making that minister, the
restorer of polite studies; when it is plain, that in his time (under
Honorius) were the last strugglings of the Roman state.

The Goths and Vandals, who soon carried all before them, might
easily fright learning and science off the stage, since they were al-
ready so much out of countenance; and thus render the conquerors
of the universe as rough and illiterate as their first progenitors.

In this manner, the inundations of the barbarous people proved
equally fatal to arts and empire ; and Rome herself, when she ceas-
ed to be the mistress of the world, in a little time quite forgot to

speak Latin.
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OF THE ROMAN EDUCATION.

IT is an obvious remark, that the strongest body owes its vigour,
in a great measure, to the very milk it received in its infancy, and
to the first knitting of the joints: That the most stately trees, and
the fairest herbs and flowers, are beholden for their shade and
beauty to the hand that first fixed them in an agreeable soil: An
advantage, which, if they happen to want, they seldom fail to de-
generate into wildness, and to assume a nature quite different from
their proper species. Every one knows how to apply the same ob-
servation to morals, who has the sense to discover it in naturals.
Hence the most renowned people, in story, are those whose law-
givers thought it their noblest and most important work, to pre-
scribe rules for the early institution of youth. On this basis, Ly-
curgus founded the glorious discipline of the Spartans, which con-
tinued for five hundred years, without any considerable violation.
The Indian Brachmans had a strain beyond all the wit of Greece,
beginning their care of mankind even before their birth, and em-
ploying much thought and diligence about the diet and entertain-
ment of their breeding women; so far as ‘to furnish them with
pleasant imaginations, to compose their minds and their sleep witn
the best temper, during the time that they carried their barthen.*

Plutarch severely reprehends the conduct of Numa, that, in his
settlement of the Roman state, he did not, in the first place, pro-
vide and constitute rules for the education of children ; and wakes
the remissness in this early discipline the chief cause of the sedi-
tious and turbulent temper of that people, and what contributed
highly to the ruin of the commenwealth.* Thus much indeed
seems to be agreed on by the latter historians, that, in the lovser
times of the empire, the shameful negligence of parents and in-
structors, with its necessary consequence, the corruption and decay

* Sir Will. Temple’s Miscell. p. 2. Essay 1.
® Plutarch. Compar. of Numa and Lycurg.
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of morality and good letters, struck a very great blow towards the
dissolving of that glorious fabric. But in the rising ages of Rome,
while their primitive integrity and virtue flourished with their
arms and command, the training up of youth was looked on as a
most sacred duty; and they thought themselves in the highest
manner obliged to leave fit successors to the empire of the world.
So that, upon a short survey of the whole method of discipline,
from the birth to the entrance on public business, they will appear
8o far to have exceeded the wisdom and care of other nations, as to
contend for this glory, even with the ancient Spartans, whom Plu-
tarch has magnified so much beyond them; especially if we agree
with a great judge, that the taking no care about the learning, but
only about the lives and manners of children, may be justly thought
a defect in Lycurgus’s institutions.

Quintilian (or Tacitus) in the dialogue de Oraforibus, gives an
excellent account of the old way of breeding children, and setts it
off with great advantage, by comparing it with the modern:

¢¢ As soon as the child was born, he was not given in charge to an
hired nurse, to live with her in some pitiful hole that served for her
lodgings: but was brought up in the lap and bosom of the mother,
who reckoned it among her chief commendations to keep the house,
and ' -ttend on the children. Some ancient matron was pitched
on out of the neighbours, whose life and manners rendered her
worthy of that office, to whose care the children of every family
were committed; before whom it was reckoned the most heinous
thing in the world to speak an ill word, or do an ill action. Nor
had she an eye ohly on their instruction, and the business that they
were to follow, but with an equal modesty and gravity, she regu-
lated their very divertisements and recreations. Thus Corneli,
Aurelia, and Attica, mothers to the Gracchi, Julius Casar, and
Augustus, are reported to have undertaken the office of governesses,
and to have employed themselves in the education of noblemen’s
children. The strictness and severity of such an institution had
this very good design, that the mind being thus preserved in its
primitive innocence and integrity, and not debauched by ill custom
or ill example, might apply itself with the greatest willingness to
liberal arts, and embrace them with all its powers and faculties.
That, whether it was particularly inclined either to the profession
of arms, or to the understanding of the law, or to the practice of
eloquence, it might make that its only business, and greedily drink
in the whole knowledge of the favourite study.

s But now the young infant is given in charge to some poor Gre-

< Archbishop Tillotson’s Sermou on Education
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cian wench, and one er two of the serving-men, perhaps, are joined
in the commission ; generally the meanest and most ill-bred of the
whole pack, and such as are unfit for any serious business. From
the stories and tattles of such fine companions, the soft and flexible
nature must take its first impression and bent. Over the whole fa-
mily there is not the least care taken of what is said or done before
the child ; while the very parents, instead of inuring their dear lit-
tle ones to virtue and modesty, accustom them, on the quite con-
trary, to licentiousness and wantonness ; the natural result of which
is a settled impudence, and a contempt of those very parents, and
every bedy else.”

Thus, although the care and mstructmn of youth, among the old
Romans, had been provided for by the public laws, as in the Spar-
tan state, yet the voluntary diligence of parents would have made
all such regulations superfluous.

Among the domestic cares, it will not be from the purpose to
take particular notice of one, which required little trouble or diffi-
culty, and yet proved as beneficial and serviceable as any other in-
stitution ; I mean the using children to speak the language purely
at first, by letting them hear nothing but the truest and most pro-
per phrase. By this only advantage several persons arrived at the
ordinary repute in the Forum, who were so unhappy as to want
many other qualifications.

Tully says that the Gracchi were educated non tam in gremio
qudm in sermone matris: And he reports of C. Curio, who was reck-
oned the third orator of his time, that he understood no poet, had
read no books of eloquence, had made no historical collections;
and had no knowledge of the public or private part of the law.
The only thing which gained him his applause was a clean, shining
phrase, and a sudden quickness and fluency of expression. This he
got purely by the benefit of his private education; being used to
such a correct and polished way of speaking in the house where he
was brought up.?

For masters, in the first place, they had the Liferatores, or ryap-
perisei who taught the children to read and write: To these they
were committed about the age of six or seven years.© Being come
from under their care, they were sent to the grammar schools, to
learn the art of speaking well, and the understanding of authors:
Or more frequently in the houses of great men, some eminent
grammarian was entertained for that employment.

Itis pleasant to consider, what prudence was used in these early
years to instil into the children’s minds a love and inclination to the

4 Cic. In Brut. ¢ Dacier in Horat. Sat, 1. 1ib. 1.
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Forum, whence they were to expect the greatest share of their hon-
ours and preferments. For Cicero tells Atticus, in his second book
de Legibus, that when they were boys, they used to learn the fam-
ous laws of the Twelve Tables by heart, in the same manner as
they did an excellent poem. And Plutarch relates in his life of the
younger Cato, that the very children had a play, in which they act-
ed pleadings of causes before the judges; accusing one another,
and carrying the condemned party to prison.

The masters already mentioned, together with the instructors in
the several sorts of manly exercises, for the improving of their na-
tural strength and force, do not properly deserve that name, if set
in view with the rhetoricians and philosophers; who, after that rea-
son had displayed her faculties, and established her command, were
employed to cultivate and adorn the advantages of nature, and to
give the last hand toward the forming of a Roman citizen. Few
persons made any great figure on the scene of action in their own
time, or in history afterwards, who, besides the constant frequent-
ing of public lectures, did not keep with them in the house some
eminent professor of oratory or wisdom.

I have often thought, that one main reason of the prodigious pro-
gress made by young gentlemen under these private tutors, was the
perfect love and endearment which we find to have been between
master and scholar, by which means government and instruction
proceeded in the sweetest and easiest way. All persons in the hap-
py ages of Rome had the same honour and respect for their teach-
ers, as Persius had for his master Cornutus the Stoic, to whom, ad-
dressing himself in his first Satire, he thus admirably describes his
own love and piety to his governor, and the strict friendship that
was between them: '

Cumgue iter ambiguum est, et vite nescius error
Diducit trepidas ramosa in compita mentes,

Me tibi supposui : teneros tu suscipis annos
Socratico. Cornute, sinu ; tunc {allere sulers
Appositu intortes extendit regula mores ;

E: premitur ratione animus vincique laborat,
Artificemque tuo ducit sub pollice oultum.

Tec:'m . tenim longos memini consiemere soles ;
Et tecum p-imus epulis decerpere noctes.

Unum opus et requiem p.:riter disponimus ambo,
JAtque oerecund- luxan us seria mensa.

-Non quidem hoc dubites amborum fadore certo
Corsentire dies, et ub uno sidere duci

Nostra vel ::quali suspendit t-mpora librd
Puarcatenax veri scunat. fidelibus hora

Div.lit in Geminos coucordia fita duorum ;

Satu numaque graven nostro Jove fiegimus una.
Nescio quod certe eat quind me t1bi iemperat aatrum.

Just at the age when munhood set me free,

1 then deposed myself, and left the reins to thee :
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On thy wise bosom I reposed my head,

And by my better Socrates was bred.

Then thy straight rule set virtue in my sight,
The crooked hine reforming by the right.

My reason took the bent of thy command ;

Wius formed and polished by thy skilful hand.
Long summer days thy precepts [ rehearse,

Anl winter nights were short in our converse.
On. was our lubour, one was our repose ;

Oue frugal supper did our studies close.

Sure on our birth some fricndly planet shone,
Andl, us our souls, our heroscope wus one :
Whether the mounting Twins did heaven adorn,
Or with the rising Bilance we were born.

Both have the sume impression from above,
Aund noth have Saturn’s rage, repelled by Jove.
What star 1 know not, but some star, I find,
Hus given the an ascendant o’er my mind. DRYDEY.

Nor was the reverence paid by the public to the informers of
youth less remarkable than the esteem and duty of their scholars.
‘Which makes Juvenal break out into that elegant rapture:

Dii majorum umbris tenuem et sinc pondere terram,
. Spiranteaque crocos, et in urna perpetuum ver,
Qui pracc;amem sancti voluere parentis
Esse ioco.
In peace, ye shades of our great grandsires, rest;
No heavy earth your sacred bones molest.
Eternal springs and rising flowers adorn
The reliques of each venerable urn:
Who pious reverence to their tutors paid,
As Parents honoured, and as Gods obeyed. CHARLXS DRYDEN.

At the age of seventeen years the young gentlemen, when they
put on the manly gown, were brought in a solemn manner to the
forum, and entered in the study of pleading; not only if they de-
signed to make this their chief profession, but although their incli-
nations lay rather to the camp. For we scarce meet with any
famous captain who was not a good speaker, or any eminent orator,
who had not served some time in the army. Thus it was requisite
fur all persons, who had any thoughts of rising in the world, to
make a good appearance, both at the bar, and in the field ; because,
if the success of their valour and conduct should advance them to
any considerable post, it would have proved almost impossible,
without the advantage of eloquence, to maintain their authority with
the senate and people; or, if the force of their oratory should in
time procure them the honourable office of prator or consul, they
would not have been in a capacity to undertake the government of
the provinces (which fell to their share at the expiration of those
employments) without some experience in military command.

Yet, because the profession of arms was an art which would easily
give them an opportunity of signalizing themselves, and in which

fSat. 7.




ese

xviii EBSAY II.

they would almost naturally excel, as occasions should be after-
wards offered for their service; their whole application and endea-
vours were directed at present te the study of law and rhetoric, as
the foundations of their future grandeur. Or, perhaps, they now
and then made a campaign, as well for a diversion from several la-
bours, as for their improvement in martial discipline.

In the dialogue de Oratoribus, we have a very good account of
this admission of young gentlemen into the forum, and of the neces-
gity of such a course in the commonwealth: which coming from so
great a master, cannot fail to be very pertinent and instructive.

« Among our ancestors,” says the author, ““the youth who was
designed for the forum, and the practice of eloquence, being now
farnished with the liberal arts, and the advantage of a domestic in-
stitution, was brought by his father or near relations, to the most
celebrated orator in the city. Him he used constantly to attend,
and to be always present at his performance of any kind, either in
judicial matters, or in the ordinary assemblies of the people; so
that by this means he learned to engage in the laurels and conten-*
tions of the bar, and to approve himself a man at arms in the wars
of the pleaders.

¢« For in that ancient constntntlon of a mixed state, when the dif-
ferences were never referred to one supreme person, the orators de-
termined matters as they pleased, by prevailing on the minds of the
ignorant multitude: hence came the ambition of popular applause ;

" hence the great variety of laws and decrees; hence the tedious
speeches and harangues of the magistrates, sometimes carried on
whole nights in the rostra: hence the frequent indictment and im-
pleading of the powerful criminals, and the exposing of houses to
the violence and fury of the rabble; hence the factions of the nobili-
ty, and the constant heats and bickeringsbetween the senate and peo-
ple: All which, though in a great measure they distracted the com-
monwealth, yet had this good effect, that they exercised and improv-
ed the eloquence of those times, by proposing the highest rewards
of that study ; because the more excellent any person appeared in the
art of speaking, the more easily he arrived at honours and employ-
ments; the more he surpassed his colleague in the same office, the
greater was his favour with the leading men of the city, his authority
with the senate, and his renown and esteem among the commons.
These men were courted and waited on by clients even of foreign na-
tions: These, when they undertook the command of provinces, the
very magistrates reverenced at their departure, and adored at their
return: These the highest offices of pretor or consul seemed to
require and call for, and court their acceptance: These, when in
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a private station, abated very little of their authority, while they
guided both the senate and the people by their counsel. For they
took this for an infallible maxim, that without eloquence it was
impossible either to attain or defend a considerable trust in the
commonwealth : and no wonder, when they were drawn to business,
even against their will, and compelled to shew their parts in public ;
when it was reckoned but an ordinary matter to deliver one’s opin-
ion in short before the senate, unless a man could maintain and im-
prove it with the engaging ornaments of wit and elegance ; when, if
they had contracted any envy or suspicion, they were to arswer the
accuser’s charge in person; when they could not so much as give
their evidence, as to public matters, in writing, but were obliged to
appear in court, and deliver it with their own mouth. So that there
was not only a vast encouragement, but even a necessity of eloquence:
To be a fine speaker was counted brave and glorious; on the other
hand, to act only a mute person, on the public stage, was scandalous
and reproachful. And thus a sense of honour, and desire of avoiding
infamy, was a main incitement to their endeavours in these studies ;
lest they should be reckoned among the clients, rather than among
the patrons ; lest the numerous dependencies transmitted to them
from their ancesters should now at last pass into other families, for
want of an able supporter ; lest like a sort of useless and unprofitable
creaturs, they should either be frustrated in their pretensions to hon-
our and preferments, or else disgrace themselves and their office, by
the miscarriages of their administration.”

Crassus and Antonius, the two chief managers of the discourse in
Tully’s first book de Orafore, are represented as very opposite in
their judgments concerning the necessary improvements of an ac-
" complished orator. The former denies any person the honour of his
name, who does not possess, in some degree, all the qualities, both
native and acquired, that enter into the composition of a general
scholar. The force of his argument lies in this, that an orator ought
to be able to deliver himself copiously on all manner of subjects:
and he does not see how any one can answer this character, without
some excellency in all the mysteries of arts and learning, as well as
in the happy endowments of nature. Yet he would not have these
acquisitions sit so loose about him, as to be laid open to the bottom
on every occasion; but that (as a great man expresseth it) they
should rather be ‘“enameled in his mind than embossed upon it.”
That, as the critics in gaits and gestures will easily discover, by the
<omportment of a man’s body, whether he has learned to dance,
though he does not practice his art in his ordinary motion: so an
orator when he delivers himself on any subject, will easily make it
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appear, whether he has a full understanding of the particular art or
faculty on which the cause depends, though he does not discourse of
it in the manner of a philogopher or a mechanic. Antonius, on the
other hand, reflecting on the shortn'ess of human life, and how great
a part of it is commonly taken up in the attainment of but a few
parts of knowledge, is inclined to believe that oratory does not re-
quire the necessary attendance of its sister arts ; but that a man may
be able to prosecute a theme of any kind, without a train of sciences,
and the advantages of a learned institution. That as few persons
are to seek in the cultivating of their land, or the contrivance and
elegance of their gardens, though they never read Cato de Re Rus-
ticd, or Mago the Carthaginian ; so an orator may harangue, with a
great deal of reason and truth, on a subject taken from any part of
knowledge, without any farther acquaintance with the nicer specu-
lations, than his common sense and understanding, improved by ex-
perience and conversation, shall lead him :  For whosoever, (says
he) when he comes to move the affections of the judges or people,
stops at this, that he hath not philosophy enough to dive into the
first springs of the passions, and to discover their various natures
and operations ? Besides, at this rate we must quite lay aside the
way of raising pity in the audience, by representing the misery
of a distressed party, or describing (perhaps) the slavery which he
endures: when philosophy tells us, that a good man can never be
miserable, and that virtue is always absolutely free.”

Now as Cicero, without doubt, sat himself for the picture, which,
in Crassus’s name, he there draws of an orator, and therefore
strengthens his arguments by his own example as well as his judg-
ment ; so Antonius, in the next dialogue, does not stick to own,
that his former assertion was rather taken up for the sake of disput-
ing and encountering his rival, than to deliver the just sentiments
of his mind. And therefore, the genteel education, in the politer
ages of Rome, being wholly directed to the bar, it seems probable,
that no part of useful knowledge was omitted, for the improving and
adorning of the main study ; and that all the other arts were court-
ed, though not with an equal passion. And upon the whole, it ap-
pears, that a strange assiduity, and unwearied application, were the
very life and soul of their designs. When their historians describe
an extraordinary man, this always enters into his character, as an
‘essential part of it, that he was incredibili industrid, diligentia sin-
gulari ;; «of incredible industry, of singular diligence.”* And
Cato, in Sallust, tells the senate, that it was not the arms, so much

¢ Archbishop Tillotson’s Sermon on Education.
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as the industry of their ancestors, which advanced the grandeur of
Rome ; so that the founders and regulators of this state, in making
diligence and labour necessary qualifications of a citizen, took the
same course as the poets will have Jupiter to have thought on, when
he succeeded to the government over the. primitive mortals :

——— Pater ipse co!endiml . R

it cgronr cort scuens mortalis ordn. 1T T

Nec torpere gravi passus sua regna weterno.b

To confirm the opinion of their extreme industry and perpetual:
study and labour, it may not seem impertinent to instance in the
three common exercises of translating, declaiming, and reciting.

Translation, the ancient orators of Rome looked on as a most use-
ful, though a most laborious employment. All persons that applied
themselves to the bar, proposed commonly some one orator of Greece
for their constant pattern; either Lysias, Hyperides, Demosthenes,
or KEschines, as their genius was inclined. Him they continually
studied, and, to render themselves absolutely masters of his excellen-
cies, were always making him speak their own tongue. This Cicero,
Quintilian, and Pliny Junior, enjoin as an indispensable duty, in or-
der to the acquiring any talentin eloquence. And the first of these
great men, besides his many versions of the orators for his private
use, obliged the public with the translation of several parts of Plato
and Xenophon in prose, and of Homer and Aratus in verse.

As todeclaiming, this was not only the main thing, at which they
laboured under the masters of rhetoric, but what they practised long
after they undertook real causes, and had gained a considerable name
in the forum. Suetonius, in his book of famous rhetoricians, tells
us, that Cicero declaimed in Greek till he was elected Praztor, and in
Latin till near his death; that Pompey the Great, just at the break-
ing ottt of the civil war, resumed his old exercise of declaiming, that
he might the more easily be able to deal with Curio, who undertook
the defence of Czsar’s cause, in his public harangues; that Mark
Antony and Augustus did not lay aside this custom, even when
they were engaged in the siege of Mutina ; and that Nero was not
only constant at his declamations, while in a private station, but
for the first year after his advancement to the empire.

It is worth remarking, that the subject of these old declamations
was not a mere fanciful thesis, but a case which might probably be
brought into the courts of judicature. The contrary practice, which
crept into some schools after the Augustan age, to the great debas-
ing of eloquence, is what Petronius inveighs so severely against, in

b Virg. Georg. 1.
5
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the beginning of his Satyricon, in a strain so elegant, that it would
lose a great part of the grace and spirit in any translation.

When I speak of recitation, I intend not to insist on the public
performances of the poets in that kind, for which purpose they com-
monly borrowed the house of some of their noblest patrons, and car-
ried on the whole matter before a vast concourse of people, and with
abundance of ceremony. For, considering the ordinary circum-
stances of men of that profession, this may be thought not so much
the effect of an industrious temper, as the necessary way of raising
a name among the wits, and getting a tolerable livelihood. And it
is evident, that under some princes, the most celebrated of this
tribe, for all their trouble and pains in proclaiming their parts to
the multitude, could hardly keep themselves from starving, as Ju-
venal observes of Statius :

Sed cum fregit subsellia versu,
Esurit, intactum Paridi nisi orndit Agaven.

I would mean, therefore, the rehearsal of all manner of composi-
tions in prose or verse, performed by men of some rank and quality,
before they obliged the world with their publication. This was ordi-
narily done in a meeting of friends and acquaintances, and now and
then with the admission of a more numerous audience. The design
they chiefly aimed at was the correction and improvement of the
piece ; for the author, having a greater awe and concern upon him
on these occasions than at other times, must needs take more notice
of every word and sentence, while he spoke them before the com-
pany, than he did in the composure, or in the common supervisal.
Besides, he had the advantage of all his friends’ judgments, whether
intimated to him afterwards in private conference, or tacitly declared
at the recital by their looks and nods, with many other tokens of
dislike and approbation. In the fuller auditories, he had the benefit
of seeing what took or what did not take with the people; whose
common suffrage was of so great authority in this case, that Pom-
ponius Secundus, a celebrated author of tragedies, when he con-
sulted with his friends about the polishing any of his writings, if
they happened to differ in their opinion about the elegance, just-
ness, and propriety of any thought or expression, used always to -
say, ‘ ad populum provoco,”—* I appeal to the people,” as the best
deciders of the controversy.!

The example of the younger Pliny, in this practice, is very observ-
able, and the account which we have of it is given us by himself.
1 omit (says he) no way or method that may seem proper for cor-

! Plin. lib. 7. epist. 17.
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rection. And first I take a strict view of what I have written, and
consider thoroughly of the-whole piece; in the next place, I read it
over to two or three friends, and soon after send it to others for the
benefit of their observation. If Iam in any doubt concerning their
criticisms, I take in the assistance of one or two besides myself, to
judge and debate the matter. Last of all, I recite before a greater
number ; and this is the time that I furnish myself with the severest
emendations.””

It might be a farther pleasure on this subject, to describe the
whole institution and course of study of the most famous Romans,
with their gradual advances to those virtues and attainments, which
we still admire in their story. But the account which Cicero gives
of himself in his Brutus, and some hints from other parts of his
works, will excuse, if not command, the omission of all the rest.
And it is po ordinary happiness, that we are obliged with the history
of that excellent person from his own hand, whom we must certainly
pitch upon for the first and greatest example, if we were beholden
only to the relations of other men.

For some time after his admission to the forum, he was a constant,
auditor of the best pleaders, whenever they spoke in public. Every
day he spent several hours in writing, reading, and improving his
invention ; besides the exercises he performed in the art of oratory.
For the knowledge of the civil law, he applied himself with all ima-
ginable diligence to Q. Scavola, the most celebrated professor of
that science, who, though he did not make it his business to procure
scholars, yet was very ready and willing to assist such persons in
this study, as desired his advice and directions. It was to this
Sczvola, that Cicero’s father, when he put on him his manly gown,
committed his son, with a strict charge never to stir from him but
on extraordinary accounts.

About the nineteenth year of his age, in the heat of the contention
between Marius and Sylla, when the courts of judicature were shut
up, and all things in confusion ; Philo; the prince of the academy,
leaving Athens, on occasion of the Mithridatic war, took up his resi-
dence in Rome, Cicero wholly resigned himself to his institution,
having now fixed the bent of his thoughts and inclinations to philoso-
phy. to which he gave the more diligent attendance, because the
distractions of the time gave him little reason to hope, that the judi-
cial process, and the regular course of the laws, would ever be re-
stored to their former vigour. Yet, not entirely to forsake his ora-
tory, at the same time he made his application to Molo the Rhodi-
an, a famous pleader and waster of rhetoric.

i Plin. Lib. 7. epist. 17.
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Sylla being now the second time advanced against Mithridates,
the city was not much disturbed with arms for three years together.
During this interval Cicero, with unwearied diligence, made his ad-
vances day and night in all manner of learning, having now the be-
nefit of a new instructor, Diodotus the Stoic, who lived and died in
his house. To this master, besides his improvement in other useful
parts of knowledge, he was particularly obliged for keeping him
continually exercised in logic, which he calls a concise and com-
pact kind of eloquence.

But, though engaged at the same time in so many and such differ-
ent faculties, he let no day slip without some performance in orato-
ry; declaiming constantly with the best antagonists he could light
on among the students. In this exercise he did not stick to any one
language, but sometimes made use of Latin, sometimes of Greeks
and indeed more frequently of the latter; either because the beauties
and ornaments of the Greek style would by this means grow so na-
turgl, as easily to be imitated in his own tougue; or because his
Grecian masters would not be such proper judges of his style and
method, nor 3o well able to correct his failures, if he delivered
himself in any other than their native language.

Upon 8ylla’s victorious return, and his settlement of the common-
wealth, the lawyers recovered their practice, and the ordinary course
of judicial matters was revived ; and then it was that Cicero came te
the bar, and undertook the patronage of public and private causes.
His first oration, in a public judgment, was the defence of Sextus
Roscius, prosecuted by no less a man than the Dictator himself;
which was the reason that none of the old staunch advocates dared
appear in his behalf. Cicero carried the cause, to his great honour,
being now about six or seven and twenty ; and having behaved him-
self so remarkably well in his first enterprize, there was no business
thought too weighty or difficult for his management.

He found himself at this time to labour under a very weak consti-
tution, to which was added the natural default in his make, of a long
andjthin neck ; so that, in probability, the labour and straining of the
body required in an orator could not consist but with manifestdanger
of his life. This was especially to be feared in him, because he was
observed in his pleadings to keep his voice always at the highest
pitch, in a most vehement and impetuous tone, and at the same time
1o use a proportionable violence in his gestures and action. Upon this
consideration the physicians, and his nearest friends, were continual-
ly urging him to lay aside all thoughts of a profession which appeared
se extremely prejudicial to his health. But Cicero shewed himself
equally inflexible to the advice of the one, and to the entreaties of
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the other; and declared his resolution rather to run the risk of any
danger that might happen, than deprive himself of the glory which
he might justly challenge from the bar.

Confirming himself in this determination, he began to think, that
upon altering his mode of speaking, and bringing his voice down to
a lower and more moderate key, he might abate considerably of the
heat and fury which now transported him, and by that means avoid
the damage which seemed now to threaten his design.

For the effecting of the cure, he concluded on a journey into
Greece ; and so, after he had made his name very considerable in
the forum, by two years pleading, he left the city. Being arrived
at Athens, he took up his residence for six months with the philo-
sopher Atticus, the wisest and most noble assertor of the old acade-
my : and here, under the direction of the greatest master, he re-
newed his acquaintance with that part of learning which had been
the constant entertainment of his youth, at the same time perform-
ing his exercises in oratory under the care of Demetrius the Syrian,
an eminent professor of the art of speaking. After this he made a
circuit round all Asia, with several of the most celebrated orators
and rhetoricians, who voluntarily offered him their company.

But not satisfied with all these advantages, he sailed to Rhodes,
and there entered himself once more among the scholars of the fa-
mous Molo, whom he had formerly heard at Rome; one that, be-
sides his admirable talent at pleading and penning, had a peculiar
happiness in marking and correcting the defaults in any perform-
ance. It was to his institution that Cicero gratefully acknowledges
he owed the retrenching of his juvenile heat and unbounded free-
dom of thought, which did not consist with the just rules of an
exact and severe method.

Returning to Rome, after two years absence, he appeared quite
another man ; for his body, strengthened by exercise, was come to a
tolerable habit. His way of speaking seemed to have grown cool,
and his voice was rendered much easier to himself, and much sweeter
to the audience. Thus, about the one and thirtieth year of his age,
he arrived at that full perfection, which had so long taken up his
whole wishes and endeavours, and which hath been, ever since, the
admiration or envy of the world.
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PART I.—BOOK 1.
THE ORIGINAL, GROWTH AND DECAY OF THE ROMAN COMMONWEALTH.

) § G

CHAPTER L.
OF THE BUILDING OF THE CITY.

‘WHILE we view the original of states and kingdoms (the most
delightful and surprising part of history,) we easily discern, as the
first and fairest prospect, the rise of the Jewish and Roman conmon-
wealths; of which, as the former had the honour always to be es-
teemed the favourite of heaven, and the peculiar care of divine pro-
vidence; 8o the other had very good pretentions to style herself
the darling of fortune, who seemed to express a more than ordinary
fondness for this her youngest daughter, as if she had designed the
three former monarchies purely for a foil to set off this latter. Their
own historians rarely begin without a fit of wonder; and, before
they proceed to delineate the glorious scene, give themselves the
liberty of standing still some time, to admire at a distance.

For the founder of the city and republic, authors have long since
agreed on Romulus, son of Rhea 8ylvia, and descendant of £neas,
from whom his pedigree may be thus in short derived : Upon the
final ruin and destruction of Troy by the Grecians, Eneas, with a
small number of followers, had the good fortune to secure himself
by flight. His escape was very much countenanced by the enemy,
inasmuch as upon all occasions he had expressed his inclinations to
a peace, and to the restoring of Helen, the unhappy cause of the
mischief. Sailing thus from Troy, after a tedious voyage, and
great variety of adventures, he arrived at last at Latium, a part of
ltaly 90 called, d latendo, from lying hid; being the place that Sa-
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turn had chosen for his retirement, when expelled the kingdom of
Crete by his rebellious son Jupiter. Here, applying himself to the
king of the country, at that time Latinus, he obtained his only '
daughter, Lavinia, in marriage ; and, upon the death of his father-
in-law, was left in possession of the crown. He removed the im-
perial seat from Laurentum to Lavinium, a city which he had built
himself in honour of his wife; and upon his decease soon after, the
right of succession rested in Ascanius, whether his son by a former
wife, and the same he brought with him from Troy, or another of
that name which he had by Lavinia, Livy leaves undetermined.
Ascanius being under age, the government was instructed in the
hands of Lavinia; but, as soon as he was grown up, he left his mo-
ther in possession of Lavinium; and removing with part of the
men, laid the foundation of a new city, along the side of the moun-
tain Albanus, called from thence Longa Alba. After him, by a
succession of eleven princes, the kingdom devolved at last to Pro-
cas. Procas at his death left two sons, Numitor and Amulius;
of whom Amulius, over-reaching his elder brother, obliged him to
quit claim to the crown, which he thereupon secured to himself;
and to prevent all disturbance that might probably arise to him or
his posterity from the elder family, making away with all the males,
he constrained Numitor’s only daughter, Rhea Sylvia, to take on
her the habit of a vestal, and consequently a vow of perpetual vir-
ginity. However, the princess was soon after found with child,
and delivered of two boys, Romulus and Remus. The tyrant, being
acquainted with the truth, immediately condemned his niece to
strait imprisonment, and the infants to be exposed, or carried and
left in a strange place, where it was very improbable that they
should meet with any relief. The servant who had the care of this
inhuman office left the children at the bottom of a tree, by the
bank of the river Tiber. In this sad condition, they were casually
discovered by Faustulus, the king’s shepherd; who being whollx
ignorant of the plot, took the infants up, and carried them home
to his wife Laurentia, to be nursed with his own children.* This
wife of his had formerly been a common prostitute, called in Latin
Lupa; which word signifying likewise a she-wolf, gave occasion
to the story of their being nursed by such a beast; though some take
the word always in a literal sense, and maintain that they really
subsisted some time by sucking this creature, before they had the
good fortune to be relieved by Faustulus.* The boys,as they grew
up, discovering the natural greatness of their minds and thoughts,
addicted themselves to the generous exercises of hunting, racing,

s Livy, lib. 1.  ® Dempster’s Notes to Rosinus’s Antiquities, lib.(1, cap: I
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taking of robbers, and such like; and always expressed a great de-
sire of engaging in any enterprize that appeared hazardous and
noble.- Now there happening a quarrel betwixt the herdsmen of
Numitor and Amulius, the former lighting casually on Remus,
brought him before their master to be examined. Numitor, learn-
ing from his own mouth the strange circumstance of his education
and fortune, easily guessed him to be one of his grandsons who had
been exposed. He was soon confirmed in this conjecture, upon the
arrival of Faustulus and Romulus; when the whole business being
laid open, upon consultation had, gaining over to their party a suf-
ficient number of the disaffected citizens, they contrived to surprize
Amulius, and re-establish Numitor. This design was soon after
very happily put in execution, the tyrant slain, and the old king re-
stored to a full enjoyment of the crown.! The young princes had
no sooner reseated their grand-father in his throne, but they began
to think of procuring one for themselves. They had higher thoughts
than to take up with the reversion of a kingdom; and were unwil-
ling to live in Alba, because they could not govern there: So taking
with them their foster-father, and what others they could get together,
they began the foundation of a new city, in the same place where
in their infancy they had been brought up.c The first walls were
scarce finished, when, upon a slight quarrel, the occasion of which
is variously reported by historians, the younger brother had the
misfortune to be slain. Thus the whole power came into Romulus’s
hands ; who carrying on the remainder of the work, gave the city
a name in allusion to his own, and hath ever been accounted the
founder and patron of the Roman commonwealth.

— § G—

CHAPTER II.
OF THE ROMAN AFFAIRS UNDER THE KINGS.

THE witty historian® had very good reason to entitle the reign
of the kings, the infancy of Rome; for it is certain, that under
them she was hardly able to find her own legs, and at the best had
but a very feeble motion. The greatest part of Romulus’s time
was taken up in making laws and regulations for the commonwealth :
Three of his state designs, I mean the Asylum, the rape of the Sa-
bine virgins, and his way of treating those few whom he conquered,
as they far exceeded the politics of those times, so they contributed,

¢ Plutarch in the Life of Romulus. ¢ Plutarch as before; and Livy, .ib. 1.
¢ 1bid. and Livy, Iib. 1. £ Florus in the preface to his History.
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in an extraordinary degree, to the advancement of the new empire.
But then Numa’s long reign served only for the establishment of
priests and religious orders; and in those three and forty yearse
Rome gained not so much as one foot of ground. Tullus Hostilius
was wholly employed in converting his subjects from the pleasing
amusements of superstition, to the rougher institution of martial
discipline; yet we find nothing memorable related of his conquests ;
only that after a long and dubious war, the Romans entirely ruined
their old mother Alba." After him Ancus Marcius, laying aside all
thoughts of extending the bounds of the empire, applied himself
wholly to strengthen and beautify the city;' and esteemed the com-
modiousiess and magnificence of that the noblest design he could
possibly be engaged in. Tarquinius Priscus, though not altogether
#0 quiet as his predecessor, yet consulted very little else besides
the dignity of the senate, and the majesty of the government ; for
the increase of which, he appointed the ornaments and badges of
the several officers, to distinguish them from the common peopleJ
A more peaceful temper appeared in Servius Tullius, whose prin-
cipal study was to have an exact account of the states of the Ro-
mans; and, according to those, to divide them into tribes,® that
so they might contribute with justice and proportion to the public
expenses of the state. Tarquin the Proud, though perhaps more
engaged in wars than any of his predecessors,' yet had in his nature
such a strange composition of the most extravagant vices, as must
necessarily have proved fatal to the growing tyranny; and had not
the death of the unfortunate Lucretia administered to the people
an opportunity of liberty, yet a far slighter matter would have
served them for a specious reason, to endeavour the assertion of
their rights. However, on this accident all were suddenly trans-

rted with such a mixture of fury and compassion, that under the
conduct of Brutus and Collatinus, to whom the dying lady had re-
commended the revenge of her injured honour,= rushing immedi-
ately upon the tyrant, they expelled him and his whole family. A
new form of government was now resolved on; and, because tolive
under a divided power carried something of complacency in the pros-
pect,® they unanimously conferred the supreme command on the two
generous assertors of their liberties. Thus ended the royal admin-
istration, after it had continued about two hundred and fifty years.

¢ Plutarch in the Life of Numa. ! Floras, lib. 1. chap. 7.

b Plorus, lib. 1. chap. 3. m Idem, lib. 1. chap. 9.

{ Idem, lib. 1. chap. 4. » Plutarch in the Life of Pg:icoll.
. 1 tdem, lib. 1. chup. 5. ° Ibid. and Florus, lib. 1. chap. 9.

® Idem, lib. 1. chap. 6.
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Florus, in his reflections on this first age of Rome, cannot forbear
applauding the happy fate of his country, that it should be blessed,
in that weak age, with a succession of princes so fortunately differ.
ent in their aims and designs, as if heaven had purposely adapted
them to the several exigencies of the state.> And the famous Ma~
chiavel is of the same opinion.: But a judicious author* hath lately
ebserved, that this difference of genius in the kings was so far from
procuring any advantage to the Roman people, that their small in-
crease, under that government, is referp.ble to no other cause. How-
ever, thus far we are assured, that those seven princes left behind
them a dominion of no larger extent than that of Parma or Mantua
at present,

CHAPTER III.

OF THE ROMAN AFFAIRS, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CON-
SULAR GOVERNMENT TO THE FIRST PUNIC WAR.

THE tyrant was no sooner expelled, but, as it usually happens,
there was great plotting and designing for his restoration. Among
several other young noblemen, Brutus’s two sons had engaged them-
selves in the association ; but the conspiracy being happily discover-
ed, and the traitors brought before the consuls, in order to their
punishment, Brutus only addressing himself to his sons, and de-
manding whether they had any defence to make against the indict-
ment, upon their silence, ordered them immediately to be beheaded;
and staying himself to see the execution, committed the rest to the
judgment of his colleague.* No action among the old Romans has
made a greater noise than this. It would be exceedingly difficult to
determine, whether it proceeded from a motion of heroic vrtue, or
the hardness of a cruel or unnatural humour; or whether ambition
had not as great a share in it as either. But though the flame was so
happily stifled within the city, it soon broke out with greater fury
abroad. For Tarquin was not only received with all imaginable kind-
ness and respect by the neighbouring states, but supplied too with
all necessaries, in order to the recovery of his dominions. The most
powerful prince in Italy was at that time Porsenna, king of Hertru-
ria or Tuscany; who, not content to furnish him with the same sup-

¢ Florus, lib 1. chap. 8, _  Monsieur St, Evremont’s Reflections

9 Michiavel’s Discourses on Livy,  onthe Genins of the Roman People, ¢. 1.
lib. 2. chap. 12. * Plutarch in the Life of Poplicola.
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plies as the rest, approached with a numerous army in his behalf to
the very walls of Rome.t The city was in great hazard of being
taken, when an admiration of the virtue and gallant disposition of
the Romans induced the besieger to a peace.* The most remarkable
instances of this extraordinary courage, were Cocles, Mutius, and
Clzlia. Cocles, when the Romans were beaten back in an unfortu-
tunate sally, and the enémy made good their pursuit to the very
bridge, only with the assistance of two persons defended it againet
their whole power, till his own party broke it down behind ; and
then cast himself in his armour into the river, and swam over to the
other side.” Mutius having failed in an attempt upon Porsenna’s
person, and being brought before the king to be examined, thrust
his right hand, which had committed the mistake, into a pan of coals
that stood ready for a sacrifice. Upon which generous action he
was dismissed without farther injury. As for Clalia, she, with other
noble virgins, had been delivered to the enemy for hostages on ac-
count of a truce; when, obtaining liberty to bathe themselves in the
Tiber, she, getting on horseback before the rest, encouraged them
to follow her through the water to the Romans; though the c.nsul
generously sent them back to the enemy’s camp. Porsenna had ne
sooner drawn off his army, but the Sabines and Latins joined in a
confederacy against Rome ; and though they were extremely weak-
need by the desertion of Appius Claudius, who went over with five
thousand families to the Romans; yet they could not be entirely
subdued, till they received a total overthrow from Valerius Popli-
cola.” But the Equi and the Volsci, the most obstinate of the La-
tins, and the continual enemies of Rome, carried on the remainder .
of the war for several years, till it was happily concluded by Lucius
Quintus, the famous Dictator taken from the plough, in less than
fifteen days time; upon which Florus has this remark, that «he
made mure than ordinary haste to his unfinished work,”* But
they that made the greatest opposition were the inhabitants of
Veii, the head of Tuscany, a city not inferior to Rome either in
store of arms, or multitude of soldiers. They had contended with
the Romans, in a long series of battles, for glory and empire; but
having been weakened and brought down in several encounters,
they were obliged to secure themselves within their walls: And,
after a ten years siege, the town was forced and sacked by Camil-
lus.” In this manner were the Romans extending their conquests,
when the irruption of the Gauls made a strange alteration in the

¢ Plut. in the Life of Poplicola, and ~ w Ibid.

Florus, lib. 1. x Florus, lib. 1. chap. 11.
= Plut. in the Life of Poplicola. ¥ Plutarch in his Life.
v Plut. ibid.
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affairs of Italy. They were at this time besieging Clusium, a Tus-
can city. The Clussiahs sent to the Romans, desiring them to in-
terpose by ambassadors on their behalf. Their request was easily
granted and three of the Fabii, persons of the highest rank in the
city, dispatched for this purpose to the Gallic camp. The Gauls, in
respect to the name of Rome, received them with all immaginable
civility ; but could by no means be prevailed on to quit the siege.
Whereupon the ambassadors going into the town, and encouraging
the Clussians to a sally, one of them was seen personally engaging
in the action. This being contrary to the received law of nations,
was resented in so high a manner by the enemy, that, breaking up
from before Clusium, the whole army marched directly toward
Rome. About eleven miles from the city, they met with the Roman
army commanded by the military tribunes; who engaging without
any order or discipline, received an entire defeat. Upon the arrival
of this ill news, the greatest part of the inhabitants immediately
fled: Those that resolved to stay fortified themselves in the capi-
tol. The Gauls soon appeared at the city-gates; and destroying all
with fire and sword, carried on the siege of the capitol with all
imaginable fury. At last, resolving on a generel assault, they were
discovered by the cackling of geese that were kept for that purpose ;
and as many as had climbed that rampart were driven down by the
valiant Manlius ; when Camillus, setting upon them in the rear with
twenty thousand men he got together about the country, gave them
a total overthrow. The greatest part of those that escaped out of
the field were cut off, in straggling parties, by the inhabitants of the
neighbouring towns and villages. ‘The city had been so entirely de-
molished, that, upon the return of the people, they thought of re-
moving to Veii, a city ready built, and excellently provided of all
things : But being diverted from this design by an omen (as they
thought,) they set to the work with such extraordinary diligenence
and application, that within the compass of a year the whole city
was built. They had scarce gained a breathing time after their trou-
bles, when the united powers of the Aqui, Volsci, and other inhab-
itants of Latium, at once invaded their territories. But they were
soon over-reached by a stratagem of Camillus, and totally routed.
Nor had the Samnites any better fate, though a people very nu-
merous, and of great experience in war. ‘The contention with them
lasted no less than fifty. years,* when they were finally subdued by
Papirius Cursor.® The Tarentine war, that followed, put an end to
the entire conquest of Italy. Tarentum, a city of great strength
and beauty, seated on the Adriatic sea, was especially remarkable

* Plut. in vit, Camil. = Florus, lib. 1. cap. 16. b Liv. lib. 10.
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for the commerce it maintained with most of the neighbouring coun--
tries, as Epirus, Illyricum, Sicily, §c.© Among other ornaments
of their city, they had a spacious theatre for public sports, built
hard by the sea-shore. They happened to be engaged in the cele-
bration of some such solemnity, when, upon sight of the Roman
fleet that casually sailed by their coasts, imagining them to be ene-
mies, they immediately set upon them, and, killing the commander,
rified the greatest part of the vessels. Ambassadors were soon die-

-patched from Rome to demand satisfaction ; but they met with as

ill a reception as the fleet, being disgracefully sent away without so
much as a hearing. Upon this, a war was soon commenced between
the states. The Tarentines were increased by an incredible num-
ber of allies from all parts ; but he that made the greatest appear-
ance in their behalf was Pyrrhus king of Epirus, the most expe-
rienced general of his time. Besides the choicest of his troops that
accompanied him in the expedition, he brought into the field a con-
siderable number of elephants, a sort of beast scarce heard of till
that time in Italy. In the first engagement, the Romans were in
fair hopes of a victory; when the fortune of the day was entirely
changed upon the coming up of the elephants, who made such a
prodigious destruction in the Roman cavalry, that the whole army
was obliged to retire. But the politic general, having experienced
so well the Roman courage, immediately after the victory, sent to
offer conditions for a peace, but was absolutely refused. In the.
next battle, the advantage was on the Roman side, who had not
now such dismal apprehensions of the elephants as before. How-
ever, the business came to another engagement, when the elephants,
over-running whole ranks of their own men, enraged by the cry of
a young one that had been wounded, gave the Romans an absolute
victory.t Twenty-three thousand of the enemy were killed,* and
Pyrrhus finally expelled Italy. In this war the Romans had a fair
opportunity to subdue the other parts that remained unconquered,
under the pretext of allies to the Tarentines. So that at this time,

" about the 477th year of the building of the city,’ they had made

themselves the entire masters of Italy.

¢ Flor. lib, L chap. 18, 4 Florus, ibids < Eutropius, lib. 2. i Ibid
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CHAPTER IV. .

®F THE ROMAN AFFAIRS, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE FIRST
PUNIC WAR TO THE FIRST TRIUMVIRATE.

BUT the command of the continent could not satisfy the Roman
courage, especially while they saw so delicious an isle as Sicily al-
most within their reach: They only waited an occasion to pass the
sea, when fortune presented as fair a one as they could wish. The
inhabitants of Messina, a Sicilian city, made grievous complaints to
the senate of the daily encroachments of the Carthaginians, a people
of vast wealth and power, and that had the same design on Sicily as
the Romans.s A fleet was soon manned out for their assistance ;
and, in two years time, no less than fifty cities were brought over.®
The-entire conquest of the island quickly followed ; and Sardinia
and Corsica were taken in about the same time by a separate
squadron. And now, under the command of Regulus and Man-
lius, the consuls, the war was translated into Africa. Three hun-
dred forts and castles were destroyed-in their march, and the vic-
torious legions encamped under the very walls of Carthage. The
enemy, reduced to such straits, were obliged to apply themselves
to Xantippus, king of the Lacedzmonians, the greatest captain of
the age; who immediately marched to their assistance with a nu-
merous and well-disciplined army. In the very first engagement
with the Romans, he entirely defeated their whole power: Thirty
thousand were killed on the spot, and fifteen thousand, with their
consul Regulus, taken prisoners. But, as good success always en-
couraged the Romans to greater designs, so a contrary event did
but exasperate them the more. The new consuls were immediately
dispatched with a powerful navy, and a sufficient number of land
force. Several campaigns were now wasted, without any considera-
ble advantage on either side; or if the Romans gained any thing by
their victories, they generally lost as much by shipwrecks; when at
last, the whole power of both states being drawn together on the sea,
the Carthaginians were finally defeated, with the loss of 125 ships
sunk in the engagement, 73 taken; $2,000 men killed, and 13,000
prisoners. Upon this they were compelled to sue for a peace ; which,
after much entreaty, and upon very hard conditions, was at last ob-
tained.!

But the Carthaginians had too great spirits to submit to such un-
reasonable terms any longer than their necessities obliged them. -In

¢ Florus, Lib, 2. chap. 2- b Rutrop. lib. 2. 1 1bid.
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four years time! they had got together an army of 80,000 foot, and
20,000 horse,* under the command of the famous Hannibal ; who,

- forcing a way through the Pyrenean mountains and the Aips, reputed
until that time impassable, descended with his vast army into 1taly.
In four successive battles he defeated the Roman forces: in the last
of whi¢h, at Cann=z, 40,000 of the latter were killed ;' and had he
not been merely cast away by the envy and ill-will of his own coun-
trymen, it is more than probable that he must have entirely ruined
the Roman state :» But supplies of men and money being sometimes
absolutely denied him, and never coming but very slowly, the Romnans
had such opportunities to recruit, as they little expected from so ex-
perienced an adversary. The wise management of Fabius Maximus
was the first revival of the Roman cause. He knew very well the
strength of the enemy; and therefore marched against him without
intending to hazard a battle ; but to wait constantly upon him, to
straiten his quarters, intercept his provisions, and so make the victo-
rious army pine away with penury and want. With this design he
always encamped upon high hills, where the horse could have no ac-
cess to him : when they marched, he did the same, but at such a
distance, as not to be compelled to an engagement. By this policy,
he so broke Hannibal’s army, as to make him absolutely despair of
getting any thing in Italy.« But the conclusion of the war was ow-
ing to the conduct of Scipio: He had before reduced all Spain into
subjection; and, now taking the same course as Hannibal at first had
done, he marched with the greatest part of the Roman forces into
Africa; and, carrying all before him to the very walls of Carthage,
obliged the enemy to call home their general out of Italy, for the de-
fence of the city. Hannibal obeyed; and both armies coming to an
engagement, after a long dispute‘ wherein the commanders and sol-
diers of both sides are reported to have outdone themselves, the
victory fell to the Romans; whereupun the enemy were obliged
once more to sue for a peace, which was again granted them, though
upon much harder conditions than before.

The Romans, by the happy conclusion of this war, had so highly
advanced themselves in the opinion of the neighbouring states, that
the Athenians, with the greatest part of Greece, being at this time
miserably enslaved by king Philip of Macedon, unanimously petition-
ed the senate for assistance. A fleet, with a sufficient number of land
forces, was presently dispatched to their relief; by whose valour the
tyrant, after several defeats, was compelled to restore all Greece to

i Florus, lib. 2. chap.6. m Cornelius Nepos in vii. Hannibal.
¥ Eutrop. lib. 3. * Platatch in vit. Fab. Max,
Ibid, * Eutrop. lib. 4.
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their ancient liberties, ebliging himself to pay an annual tribute to
the conquerors.-

Hannibal, after his late defeat, had applied himself to Antiochus
king of Syria, who at this time was making great preparations
against the Romans. Acilius Glabrio was first sent to oppose him,
and had the fortune to give him several defeats; when Corne-
lius Scipio, the Roman admiral, engageing with the king’s forces at
sea, under the command of Hannibal, entirely ruined the whole
fleet; which victory being immediately followed by a another as
signal at land, the effeminate prince was contented to purchase a
peace at the price of almost half his kingdem.»

The victorious Romans had scarce concluded the public rejoicings
on account of the late success, when the death of king Philip of Ma-
cedon presented them with an occasion of a more glorious triumph.
His son Perces, that succeeded, resolving to break with-the senate,
applied himself wholly to raising forces, and procuring other neces-
saries for a war. Never were greater appearances in the field than
on both sides, most of the considerable princes in the world being
engaged in a quarrel; but fortune still declared for the Romans,
and the greatest part of Perses’s prodigious army was cut off by the
consul Emilius, and the king obliged to surrender himself into the
hands of the conquerer.: Authors that write of the four monarchies_
here fix the end of the Macedonian war.

But Rome could not think herself secure amongst all these con-
quests, while her old rival Carthage was yet standing : so that upon
a slight provocation, the city after three years siege, was taken,
and utterly razed, by the valour of Publius Scipio, grandson, by
adoption, to him that conquered Hannibal.r

Not long after, Attalus, king of Pergamus, dying without issue,
left his vast territories to the Romans ;* and what of Africa remained
unconquered was for the most part reduced in the Jugurthan war
that immediately followed ; Jugurtha himself, after several defeats,
being taken prisoner by Marius, and brought in triumph to Rome.*

And now, after the defeat of the Teutones and Cimbri, that had
made an inroad into Italy, with several lesser conquests in Asia
and other parts, the Mithridatic war, and the civil war between
Marius and Sylla, broke out both in the same year.® Sylla had been
_sent general against Mithridates king of Pontus, who had seized on

. the greatest part of Asia and Achaia in a hostile manner; when, be-
fore he was got out of Italy, Sulpicius, the tribune of the people,
and one of Marius’s faction, prefered a law to recal him, and to de-

© Eutrop. lib. 4. a Vell. Paterc. lib. 1. ¢ Eutrop.lib. 4. < Ibid.
» Florus, lib. 2.chap.8.  * Ibid. © Ibid. lib. 5.
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pute Marius in his room; upon this, Sylla, leading back his army,
and overthrowing Marius and Sulpicius in his way, having settled
affairs at Rome, and banished the authors of the late sedition, re-
turned to meet the foreign enemy.” His first exploit was the taking
of Athens, and ruining the famous mole in the haven> Pirzus: Af-
terwards, in two engagements, he killed and took near 130,000 of
the enemy, and compelled Mithridates to sue for a truce.x In the
mean time, Marius, being called home by the new consuls, had ex-
ercised all manner of cruelty at Rome; whereupon, taking the op-
portunity of the truce, Sylla once more marched back towards Ita-
ly. Marius was dead before his return;” but his two sons, and the
consuls, raised several armies to oppose him. But some of the
troops being drawn over to his party, and the others routed, he en-
tered the city, and disposed all things at his pleasure, assuming the
title and authority of a perpetual dictator. But having regulated
the state, he laid down that office, and died in retirement.*

Mithridates had soon broke the late truce, and invaded Bithynia
#nd Asia, with as great fury as ever; when the Roman general Lu-
cullus, routing his vast armies by land and sea, chased them quite
out of Asia; and had infallibly put a happy conclusion to the war,
hand not fortune reserved that glory for Pompey.* He being deput-
ed in the room of Lucullus, after the defeat of the new forces of
Mithridates, compelled him to fly to his father-in-law Tigranes
king of Armenia. Pompey followed with his army, and struck such
a terror into the whole kingdom, that Tigranes was constrained, in
2 humble manner, to present himself to the general, and offer his
realm and fortune to his disposal. At this time the Catilinarian
conspiracy broke out, more famous for the obstinacy than the num-
ber of the rebels; but this was immediately extinguished by the
timely care of Cicero, and the happy valour of Antony. The senate,
upon the news of the extraordinary success of Pompey, were un-
der some apprehension of his affecting the supreme command at his
return, and altering the constitution of the government. But when
they saw him dismiss his vast army at Brundusium, and proceed in
the rest of his journey to the city with no other company than his
ordinary attendants, they received him with all the expressions of
complacency and satisfaction, and honoured him. with a splendid
triumph.®

* Eutrop. lib- 5. ¥ Vell. Paterc. lib. 2. -
w Vell. Paterc. lib. 2. = Aurelius Victor. in vit. Syllz.
* Eutrop. lib. 5. * Vell Patere. lib, 2. b Ibid




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 39

CHAPTER V.

OF THE ROMAN AFFAIRS, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE FIRST
TRIUMVIRATE TO THE END OF THE TWELVE OXZSARS.

THE three persons, that at this time bore the greatest sway in the
state, were Crassus, Pompey, and Czsar; the first by reason of his
prodigious wealth; Pompey, for his power with the soldiers and se-
pate; and Cewsar, for his admirable eloquence, and a peculiar noble-
ness of spirit; when, now taking advantage of the consulship of
Casar, they entered into a solemn agreement to let nothing pass in
the commonwealth without their joint approbation.c By virtue of
this alliance, they had, in a little time, procured themselves the
three best provinces in the empire, Crassus, Asia; Pompey, Spain;
and Cazsar, Gaul. Pompey, for the better retaining his authority -
in the city, chose to manage his province by deputies ;¢ the other
two entered on their governments in person. But Crassus soon
after, in an expedition he undertook against the Parthians, had the
ill fortune to lose the greatest part of his army, and was himself
treacherously murdered.c In the mean time, Csar was perform-
ing wonders in Gaul. No less than 40,000 of the enemy he had
killed, and taken more prisoners; and nine years together (which
was the whole time of his government).deserved a triumph for the
actions of every campaign.” The senate, amazed at the strange
relation of his victories, were easily inclined to suspect his power ;
go that, taking the opportunity when he petitioned for a setond con-
sulship, they ordered him to disband his army, and appear as a pri-
vate person at the election.s Casar endeavoured by all means to
come to an accommodation; but finding the senate violently averse
to his interest, and resolved to hear nothing but what they first pro-
posed, he was constrained to march towards Italy with his troops
to terrify or force them into a compliance. Upon the news of his
approach, the senate, with the greatest part of the nobility, passing
over into Greece, he entered the city without opposition, and, cre-
ating himself consul and dictator, hasted with his army into Spain ;
where the troops under Pompey’s deputies were compelled to sub-
mit themselves to his disposal. With this reinforcement he ad-
vanced towards Macedonia, where the senate had got together a
prodigious army, under the command of Pompey. In the first en-
gagement, he received a considerable defeat ; but the whole power

¢ Suet. in Jul. Cas. ch;- . 19, ¢ Plutarch. in Crasso, 8 Ibid, chap. 49.
4 Paterc, lib. 2. chap, 48. f Paterc. lib, 2. b Ibid. €. eod.
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on both sides being drawn up on the plains of Thessaly, after a
long dispute, the victory fell to Czsar, with the entire ruin of the
adverse party, Pompey fled directly towards Egypt, and Cexsar,
with his victorious legions, immediately followed. Hearing, at his
arrival, that Pompey had been killed by order of king Ptolemy, he
laid close siege to Alexandria the capital city; and having made
himself absolute master of the kingdom, committed it to the care of
Cleopatra, sister to the late king.. Scipio and Juba he soon after
overcame in Alfrica, and Pompey’s two sons in Spain And now
being received at his return with the general applause of the people
and senate, and honoured with the glorious titles of ‘¢ Father of his
country,” and  perpetual dictator,” he was designing an expedi-
tion into Parthia ; when, after the enjoyment of the supreme command
no more than five months, he was murdered in the senate-house ;*

" Brutus and Cassius, with most of the other conspirators, being his

particular friends, and such as he had obliged in the highest manner.

A civil war necessarily followed, in which the senate, consisting
for the most part of such as had embraced the faction of Pompey,
declared in favour of the assassins, while Mark Antony, the consul,
undertook the revenge of Csar. With this pretence he exercised
all manner of tyranny in the city, and had no other design but to se-
cure the chief command to himself. Atlast the senate were obliged
to declare him an enemy to the séate; and, in pursuance of their
edict, raised an army to oppose him, under the command of Hirtius
and Pansa, the new consuls, and Octavius, nephew and heir to Czesar.!
In the first engagement Antony was defeated; but Hirtius being
killed in the fight, and Pansa dying immediately after, the sole com-
mand of the army came into the hands of Octavius.,® The senate,
before the late victory, had expressed an extraordinary kindness for
him, and honoured him with several marks of their particular esteem ;
but now being freed from the danger they apprehended from Antony,
they soon altered their measures; and, taking little notice of him
any longer, decreed to the two heads of the late conspiracy, Brutus
and Cassius, the two provinces of Syria and Macedonia, whither they
had retired upon commission of the fact.” Octavius was very sensi-
ble of their designs, and thereupon was easily induced to conclude a
peace with Antony ; and soon after, entering into an association
with him and Lepidus, as his uncle had done with Crassus and Pom-
pey. he returned to Rome, and was elected consul when under twenty
years of age.> And now, by the power of him and his two asso-

i Suet, in Jul. Czs. ¢. 5. 1 Paterc. lib. 2. c. 61- o Paterc. lib. 2.¢. 65,
i Ibid. c. eod. = Suet. in August. c. 11,
& Patere. lib. 2, ¢, 56. n Florus, lib. 4. ¢. 7.
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ciates, the old senate was for the most part banished, and a law pre-
ferred by his colleague Pedius, that all who had been concerned in
the death of Casar should be proclaimed enemies to the common-
wealth,and proceeded against with all extremity.» To put this order
in execution, Octavius and Antony advanced with the forces under
their command toward Macedonia, where Brutus and Cassius had
got together a numerous army to oppose them ; both parties meeting
near the city Philippi, the traitors were defeated, and the two com-
manders died soon after by their own hands.t And now for ten
years all affairs were managed by the Triumviri; when Lepidus,
setting up for himself in Sicily, was contented, upon the arrival of
Octavius to compound for his life, with the dishonourable resigna-
tion of his share in the government.” The friendship of Octavius
and Antony was not of much longer continuance ; for the latter be-
ing, for several enormities, declared an enemy to the state, was
finally routed in a sea-engagewment at Actium; and, flying thence
with his mistress Cleopatra, killed himself soon after, and left the
sole command in the hands of Octavius. He, by his prudence and
moderation, gained such an entire interest in the senate and
people, that when he offered to lay down all the authority he was in-
vested with above the rest, and to restore the commonwealth to
the ancient constitution, they unanimously agreed in this opinion,
that their liberty was sooner to be parted with, than so excel-
lent a prince. However, to avoid all offence, he rejected the very
names he thought might be displeasing, and above all things, the
title of Dictator, which had been so odious in Sylla and Cxsar. By
this means he was the founder of that government which continued
ever after in Rome. The new acquisitions to the empire were, in his
time, very considerable ; Cantabria, Aquitania, Pannonia, Dalmatia,
and Illyricum, being wholly subdued ; the Germans were driven be-
vond the river Albis, and two of their nations, the Suevi and Sicam-
bri, transplanted into Gaul.s

Tiberius, though in Augustus’s time he had given proofs of an ex-
traordinary courage in the German war;t yet upon his own acces-

sion to the crown, is memorable for no exploit but the reducing of -

Cappadocia into a Roman province ;* and this was owing more to

his cunning than his valour. And at last, upon his infamous retire-

ment into the island Caprez, he grew so strangely negligent of the

public affairs, as to send no lieutenants for the government of Spain

and Syria for several years; to let Armenia be over-run by the Par-

thians, Mcesia by the Dacians and the Sarmatians, and almost all
? Patere. lib. 2. ¢, 65, s Sueton. in Auguast. c. 21,

1 Florus, lib.2.¢c.7. ¢ Paterc. lib. 2. chap. 106, &¢.
* Paterc. lib. 2, c. 80. 1 Eutrop, lib. 7.
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Gaul by the Germans ; to the extreme danger as well as dishonour
of the empire.” Caligula, as he far exceeded his predecessor in all
manner of debauchery, so, in relation to martial affairs, was much
his inferior. However, he is famous for a mock-expedition, that he
made against the Germans; when arriving in that part of the Low
Countries which is opposite to Britain, and receiving into his protec-
tion a fugitive prince of the island, he sent glorious letters to the se-
nate, giving an account of the happy conquest of the whole king-
dom.* And soon after, making his soldiers fill their helmets with
cockle-shells and pebbles, whichhe called ¢ the spoils of the ocean,”=
return to the city to demand a triumph ; and when that honour was
denied hin by the senate, he broke out in such extravagant cruelties,
that he even compelled them to cut him off, for the security of their
own persons.” Nay, he was far from entertaining any desire of be-
nefiting the public, that he often complained of his ill fortune, be-
cause no signal calamity happened in his time, and made it his con-
stant wish, that either the utter destruction of an army, or some
plague, famine, earthquake, or other extraordinary desolation,
might continue the memory of his reign to succeeding ages.*
Caligula being taken off, the senate assembled in the capitol, to
debate about the extinguishing the name and family of the Czsars,
and restoring the commonwealth to the old constitution. When vne

of the soldiers, that were ransacking the palace, lighting casually .

upon Claudius, uncle to the late emperor, where he had hid himself
in a corner behind the hangings, pulled him out to the rest of his
gang, and recommended him as the fitest person in the world to be
emperor. All were strangely pleased at the motion; and taking him
along with them by force, lodged him among the guards.® The se-
nate, upon the first information, sent immediately to stop their pro-
ceedings ; but not agreeing among themselves, and hearing the mul-
titude call out for one governor, they wereat last constrained to
confirm the election of the soldiers ; especially since they had pitch-
ed upon such an easy prince as would be wholly at their command
and disposal.: The conquest of Britain was the most memorable
thing in his time ; owing partly to an expedition that he made in per-
son, but chiefly to the valour of his lieutenants Osorius, Scapula,
Aulus Plautius, and Vespasian. The bounds of the empire were in
his reign as follow: Mesopotamia in the east, Rhine and Danube in
the north ; Mauritania in the south, and Britian in the west.?

¥ Sueton. in Tib. chap. 41. z 1dem, chap 49 and 56.
¥ Sueton. in Calig. chap. 46. & Ide m, chap. 31. b Idem, chap. 60.
x ldem, chap 46. ¢ ldem, in Claud. chap 10.

¥ ldem, chap. 47, 4 Aurelius Victor de Cxsaribus in Caligula.
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The Roman arms cannot be supposed to have made any consid-
erable progress under Nero; especially when Suetonius tells us, he
neither hoped or desired the enlargement of the empire.. How-
ever, two countries were in his time reduced into Roman provinces
the kingdom of Pontus, and the Cottian Alpes, or that part of the
mountains which divides Dauphine and Piedmont. Britain and Ar-
menia were once both lost,and not without great difficulty recovered.
And indeed, his averseness to the camp made him far more odious
to the soldiers, than all his other vices to the people ; so that when
the citizens had the patience to endure him for fourteen years, the
army under Galba, his lieutenant in Spain, were constrained to un-
dertake his removal.

Galba is acknowledged on all hands for the great reformer of mar-
tial discipline; and though, before his accession to the empire, he
had been famous for his exploits in Germany, and other parts;- yet
the shortness of his reign hindered him from making any advance-
ments afterwards. His age and severity were the only causes of his
ruin: the first of which rendered him contemptible, and the other
odious; and the remedy he used to appease the dissatisfactions did
but ripen them for revenge. For immediately upon his adopting
Piso, by which he hoped to have pacified the people, Otho, who had
ever expected that honour, and was now enraged at his disappoint-
ment," upon application made to the soldiers, easily procured the
murder of the old prince and his adopted son ; and by that means
was himself advanced to the imperial dignity.

About the same time, the German army under Vitellius, havmg an
equal aversion to the old emperor with those at Rone, had sworn
allegiance to their own commander. Otho, upon the first notice of
their designs, had sent to proffer Vitellius an equal share in the go-
vernment with himself.! But all proposals for an accommodation be-
ing refused, and himself compelled, as it were, to march against the
forces that were sent towards Italy, he had the good fortune to de-
feat them in three small engagements. But having been worsted
in a greater fight at Bebriacum, though he had still sufficient
strength for carrying on the war, and expected daily a reinforce-
ment from several parts ;' yet he could not, by all the arguments in
the world, be prevailed with to hazard another battle ; but to end
the contention, killed himself with his own hands. On this account,
Pagan authors, though they represent his life as the most exact pic-
ture of unmanly softness, yet they generally confess his death equal

¢ Aurelius Victor de Cxsaribus b Idem, chap 17.
in Claud. i Sueton. in Othon. chap. 8.

f Bueton, in Nerone, chap. 18 i Idem, chap. 9.
% Suet, in Galba, chsp. 8,
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to the noblest of antiquity; and the same poet,* that has given him

the lasting title of Mollis Otho, has yet set him in competition with
the famous Cato, in reference to the final action of his life.

It has been observed of Vitellius, that he obtained the empire by
the sole valour of his lieutenants, and lost it purely on his own ac-
count. His extreme luxury and cruelty were for this reason the
more detestable, because he had been advanced to that dignity un-
der the notion of the patron of his country, and the restorer of the
rights and liberties of the people. Within eight months time the
provincial armies. had unanimously agreed on Vespasian' for their
emperor; and the tyrant, after he had been strangely mangled by
the extreme fury of the soldiers and rabble, was at last draggzed into
the river Tiber.=

The republic was so far from making any advancement under the
disturbances of the three last reigns, that she must necessarily have
felt the fatal consequences of them, had she not been seasonably re-
lieved by the happy management of Vespasian. It was a handsome
turn of some of his friends, when, by order of Caligula, his bosom
had, by way of punishment, been stuffed with dirt, to put this inter-
pretation on the accident, that the commonwealth being miserably
abused, and even trodden under foot, should hereafter fly to his
bosom for protection.» And indeed, he seems to have made it his
whole care and design to reform the abuses of the city and state,
occasioned by the licentiousness of the late times. Nine provinces
he added to the empire,* and was so very exact in all circumstances
of his life and conduct, that one, who has examined them both with
all the niceness imaginable, can find nothing in either that deserves
reprehension, except an immoderate desire of -riches.» And he
covertly excuses him for this, by extolling at the same time hls ex-
traordinary magnificence and liberality.* >

But perhaps he did not.more oblige the world by his own relgn,
than by leaving so admirable a successor as his son Titus, the only
prince in the world that has the character of never doing an ill ac-
tion. He had given sufficient proof of his courage in the famous
siege of Jerusalem, and might have met with as good success in other
parts, had he not been prevented by an untimely death, to the uni-
versal grief of mankind.

But then, Domitian so far degencrated from the two excellent ex-
amples of his father and brother, as to seem more emulous of copying
Nero and Caligula. However, as to martial affairs,he was as happy

k Martial. o Butrop. lih. 7
! Sueton. in Vitel. chap. 15. ? Id. ibid chap. 16.
= Id. ibid. chap. 17, 1 1d. ibid. chap. 17, 18.

= Sueton. in Vespas. chap. 5.
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as most of his predecessors, having, in four expeditions, subdwed
the Catti, Daci, and the Sarmatians, and extinguished a civil war
in the first beginning.* By this means he had so entirely gained the
affections of the soldiers, that when we meet with his nearest rela-
tions, and even his very wife, engaged in his murder,* yet we find
the army so extremely dissatisfied, as to have wanted only a leader
to revenge his death.t

CHAPTER VI.

OF THE ROMAN AFFAIRS, FROM DOMITIAN TO THE END OF CON-
STANTINE THE GREAT.

THE two following emperors have been deservedly styled the re-
storers of the Roman grandeur; which, by reason of the viciousness:
or negligence of the former princes, had been extremely impaired.

Nerva, though a person of extraordinary courage and virtue, yet
did not enjoy the empire long enough to be on any other account so
memorable, as for substituting so admirable a successor in his room
as Trajan.

It was he, that for the happiness which attended his undertakings,
and for his just and regular administration of the government, has
been setin competition even with Romulus himself. It was he that
advanced the bounds of the empire farther than all his predecessors,
reducing into Romean provinces the five vast countries of Dacia, As-
syria, Armenia, Mesopotamia, and Arabia.* And yet his prudent
management in peace has been generally preferred to his exploitsin
war; his justice, candour and liberality, having gained him such an
universal esteem and veneration, that he was even deified before hig
death.

Adrian’s character was generally more of the scholar than the sol-
dier; upon which account, as much as out of envy to his predecessor,
he slighted three of the provinces that had been taken by Trajan,
and was contented to fix the bounds of the empire at the river Eu-
phrates. But perhaps he is the first of the Roman emperors that
ever took a circuit round his dominions, as we are assured he did.»

Antonius Pius studied more the defence of the ampire than the
enlargement of it. However, his admirable prudence, and strict re-

¢ Sueton. in Domit. chap. 6. ¢ Id. ibid. chap. 23, v Id lib. 8.
* Id. ibid. chap, 14, 'Buu'op.lib.g: * Id.ibid.
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tinguished the very name of the Persians, had he not been treach-
erously murdered by Philip, who, within a very little time, suffered
the like fortune himself.

Decius, in the former part of his reign, had been very successful
against the Scythians and other barbarous nations: but was at last
killed, together with his son, in an unfortunate engagement.® -

But then Gallus not only struck up a shameful league with the
barbarians, but suffered them to over-run all Thrace, Thessaly,
Macedon, Greece, &c..

They were just threatening Italy, when his successor Emilian
chased them off with a prodigious slaughter ; and, upon the promo-
tion to the empire, promised the senate to recover all the Roman
territories that had been entirely lost, and to clear those that were
over-run.! But he was prevented after three months reign by the
common fate of the emperors of that time.

After him, Valerian was so unfortunate as to lose the greatest part
of his army in an expedition against the Persians, and to be kept
prisoner himself in that country till the time of his death.s

Upon the taking of Valerian by the Persians, the management of
affairs was committed to his son Gallienus; a prince so exremely
negligent and vicious, as to become the equal scorn and contempt of
both sexes.: The looseness of his government gave occasion to the
usurpation of the thirty tyrants, of whom some indeed truly deserved
that name ; others were persons of great courage and virtue, and
very serviceable to the commonwealth.s In his time the Almains,
after they had wasted all Gaul, broke into Italy. Dacia, which had
been gained by Trajan, was entirely lost; all Greece, Macedon,
Pontus, and Asia, over-run by the Goths. The Germans, too, had
proceeded as far as Spain, and taken the famous city Tarraco, now

- Tarragona, in Catalonia.

This desperate state of affairs was in some measure redressed by
the happy conduct of Claudius, who, in less than two years time;
routed near three hundred thousand barbarians, and put an entire
end to the Gothic war: Nor were his other accomplishments in-
ferior to his valour; an elegant historian* having found in him the
virtue of Trajan, the piety of Antonius, and the moderation of Au-
gustus. ) .

Quintilius was, in all respects, comparable to his brother ; whom
he succeeded, not on account of his relation, but his merits.! But

¢ Pompon, Lztus, in Gordian, h Trebell. Pallio, in Tyran.
4 LI'lem, in Decio. 4 ldem, in Gallieno.
¢ Idem, in Gullo ) Europ. lib. 9.

f Idem, ibid. k ‘Frebell, Pollio, in Claudio.
£ kdem, in Valeriano, ! Ibid.
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reigning only seventeen days, it was impossible he could do any
thing more than raise an expectation in the world.

If any of the barbarians were left within the bounds of the empire’
by Claudius, Aurelian entirely chased them out. In one single war,
he is reported to have killed a thousand of the S8armatians with his
own hands. But his noblest exploit was, the conquering the fa-
mous Zenobia, Queen of the east (as she styled herself) and the tak-
ing her capital city Palmyra. At his return to Rome there was
scarce any nation in the world, out of which he had not a sufficient
number of captives to grace his triumph : the most considerable
were the Indians, Arabians, Goths, Franks, Suevians, Saracens,
Vandals, and Germans.*

Tacitus was contented to shew his moderation and justice, in the
quiet management of the empire, without any hostile design; or,
had he expressed any such inclinations, his short reign must neces-
sarily have hindered their effect.

Probus, to the wise government of his predecessor, added the va-
lour and conduct of a good commander: It was he that obliged the
barbarous nations to quit all their footing in Gaul, Illyricum, and
several provinces of the empire ; insomuch, that the very Parthians
sent him flattering letters, confessing the dismal apprehensions they
entertained of his designs against their country, and beseeching
him to favour them with a peace.® .

There was scaree any enemy left to his successor Carus, except
the Persians ; against whom he accordingly undertook an expedi-
tion ; but, after two or three successful engagements, died with the
‘stroke of a thunderbolt.?

. His two sons, Carinus and Numerian, were of so opposite a ge-
nius, that one is generally represented as the worst, the other as
the best of men. Numerian was soon treacherously murdered by
~ Aper; who, together with the other emperor Carinus, in a very .
little time, gave way to the happy fortune of Dioclesian, the most
successful of the latter emperors ; so famous for his prodigious ex-
ploits in Egypt, Persia, and Armenia, that a Roman author" has
not stuck to compare him with Jupiter, as he does his son Maximi-
nian with Hercules.

Constantius Chlorus and Galerius were happier than most of their
predecessors, by dying, as they had for the most part lived, in peace.

Nor are Severus and Maximilian on any account very remarkable,
except for leaving so admirable a successor as the famous Constan-
tine; who, ridding himself of his two competitors, Licinius and Max-

= Flavius Vopisc. in Aureliano, ? Idem, in Caro. .
¢ Ihid. ° kdem, in Probo. < Pomponius Lixtus, in vita ejus.




OF THRE ROMAN EMPIRE. 49

entius, advanced the empire to its ancient grandeur. His happy
wars, and wise administration in peace, have gained him the sur-
name of the Great, an honour unknown to former emperors: Yet
in this respect he is justly reputed unfortunate, that, by removing
the imperial seat from Rome to Canstantinople, he gave occasion to
the utter ruin of Italy.

CHAPTER VII.

©OF THE ROMAN AFFAIRS, FROM CONSTANTINE THE GREAT TO THR
TAKING OF ROME BY ODOACER, AND THE RUIN OF THE WEST-
ERN EMPIRE.

THOUGH the three sons of Constantine at first divided the em-
pire into three distinct principalities; yet it was afterwards re-
united under the longest survivor, Constantius. The wars between
him and Magnentius, as they proved fatal to the tyrant, so were
they extremely prejudicial to the whole state; which at this time
was involved in such unhappy difficulties, as to be very unable to
bear so excessive a loss of men, no less than 54,000 being killed on
both sides.r And perhaps this was the chief reason of the ill suc-
cess which constantly attended that emperor in the eastern wars ;
for the Persians were all along his superiors ; and when at last a
peace was concluded, the advantage of the conditions lay on their side.

Julian, as he took effectual care for the security of the other
bounds of the empire, so his designs against the most formidable
cnemies, the Persians, had all appearance of success ; but that he
lost his life before they could be fully put in execution.

Jovian was no sooner elected emperor, but, being under some
apprehension of a rival in the west, he immediately struck up a
most dishonourable peace with the Persians, at the price of the fa-
mous city Nisibis and all Mesopotamia. For which base action, as
he does not fail of an invective from every historian, so particularly
Ammianus Marcellinus* and Zosimus have taken the pains to show,
that he was the first Roman governor who resigned up the least
part of their dominions upon any account.

Valentinian the Frst has generally the character of an excellent
prince : but he seems to have been more studious of obliging his sub-

? Pompon. Lxtus s Lib. 25.
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jects, by an easy and qiliet government, than desirous of acting any
thing against the encroaching enemies.

Gratian, too, though a prince of great courage and experience in
war, was able to do no more than to settle the single province of
Gaul: But he is extremely applauded by historians for taking such
extraordinary care in the business of a successor; for being very
sensible how every day produced worse effects in the empire, and
that the state, if not at the last gasp, yet was very nigh beyond all
hopes of recovery, he made it his whole study to find out a person
that should, in all respects, be capacitated for the noble work of
the deliverance of his country. The man he pitched upon was
Theodosius, a native of Spain; who, being now invested with the
command of the east, upon the death of Gratian remained sole em-
peror; and indeed, in a gréeat measure, he answered the expectation
of the world, proving the most resolute defender of the empire in
its declining age. But for his colleague Valentinian the Second, he
was cut off without having done any thing that deserves our notice.

Under Honorius, things returned to their former desperate state,
the barbarous nations getting ground on all sides, and making every
day some diminution in the empire; till, at last, Alaric, king of the
Goths, wasting all Italy, proceeded to Rome, itself ; and being con-
tented to set a few buildings on fire, and rifle the treasuries, retired
with his army;t so that this is rather a disgrace than a destruction
of the city. And Nero is supposed to have done more mischief
when he set it on fire in jest, than it now suffered from the barba-
rous conqueror.

Valentinian the Third, at his accession to the empire, gave great
hopes of his proving the author of a happy revolution ;* and he was
very fortunate in the war against the famous Attila the Hun; but his
impudence, in putting to death his best commander Ztius, hastened
very much the ruin of the Roman cause, the barbarous nations now
carrying all before them, without any considerable opposition.

By this time the state was given over as deperate ; and what
princes followed till the taking of the city by Odoacer, were only a
company of miserable, short-lived tyrants, remarkable for nothing
but the meanness of their extraction, and the poorness of their go-
vernment; 80 that historians generally pass them over in silence,
or at most with the bare mention of their names.

The best account of them we can meet with, is as follows: Maxi-
mus, who, in order to his own promotion, had procured the murder
of Valentinian, soon after compelled his widow Eudoxia to accept of

« Paul, Diacon. et Pompon. Lzt, = Pompon. Lzt.
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him as a husband ; when the empress, entertaining a mortal hatred
for him on many accounts, sent to Genseric, a famous king of the
Vandals, and a confederate of the late emperor’s, desiring his assist-
ance for the deliverance of herself and the city from the usurpation
of the tyrant. Genseric easily obeyed ; and, landing with a prodigious
army in Italy, entered Rome without any opposition ; where, contra-
ry to his oath and promise, he seized on all the wealth, and carried
it, with several thousands of the inhabitants into Afric.”

Avitus, the general in Gaul, was the next that took upon him the
name of emperor, which he resigned within eight months.*

Majorianus succeeded ; and- after three years left the honour to
Severus, or Severian; who had the happmess, after four years reign,
to die a natural death.x

After him Anthemius was elected emperor, who lost his life and
dignity in a rebellion of his son-in-law Ricimer.” And then Olybrius
was sent from Constantinople too, with the same authority, but died
within seven months.*
" Liarius, or Glycerius, who had been elected in his room by the
soldiers, was immediately almost deposed by Nepos; and he himself
quickly after by Orestes;» who made his son Augustus, or Augus-
tulus, emperor. And now Odoacer, king of the Heruli, with an in-
numerable multitude of the barbarous nations, ravaging all Italy,
approached to Rome, and entering the city without any resistance,
and deposing Augustulus, secured the imperial dignity to himself:
and though he was forced afterwards to give place to Theodoric the
Goth, yet the Romans had never after the least command in Italy.

v Paul. Discon, et Evagrius Hist. Fccles. lib, 2, cap. 7.
w Id. ibid. * Paul, Discon. lib. 16. y Ibid
* 1bid. *» Jornandes de Regn, Success.
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CHAPTER I.

QF THE POMERIUM, AND OF THE FORM AND BIGNESS OF THE OITY,
ACCORDING TO THR SEVEN HILLS.

BEFORE we come to please ourselves with a particular view of
e ‘:e city, we must, by all means, take notice of the Pomcerium, for
the singularity ef the custom to which it owed its original. Livy de-
fines the Pomcerium, in general, to be that space of ground, both
within and without the walls, which the Augurs, at the first build-
ing of cities, solemnly consecrated, and on which no edifices were
suffered to be raised.* But the account which Plutarch gives us of
this matter, in reference to Rome itself, is sufficient to satisfy our
curiosity ; and is delivered by him to this purpose: Romulus having
sent for some of the Tuscans, to instruct him in the ceremonies to
be observed in laying the foundations of his new city, the work was
begun in this manner:

First, they dug a trench, and threw into it the first-fruits of all
things, either good by tastom, or necessary by nature; and every
man taking a small turf of earth of the country from whence be
came, they all cast them in promiscuously together; making this
trench their centre, they described the city in a circle round it:
Then the founder fitted to a plough a brazen plough-share; and
yoking together a bull and a cow, drew a deep line or farrow reund
the boygds ; those that followed after taking care that all the clods

¢ Liv, b, 1.
9
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fell inwards toward the city. They built the wall upon this line,
which they called Pomcerium, from Pone Menia.* Though the
phrase of Pomarium proferre'be commonly used in authors, to sig-
nify the enlarging of the city; yet it is certain the city might be en-
larged without that ceremony. For Tacitus and Gellius declareno per-
son to have had a right of extending the Pomcerium, but such an one
as had taken away some part of an enemy’s country in war; where-
as it is manifest, that several great men, who never obtained that
honour, increased the buildings with considerable additions.

It is remarkable, that the same ceremony, with which the founda-
tions of their cities were at first laid, they used too in destroying and
razing places taken from the enemy ; which we find was begun by the
chief commander’s turning up some of the walls with a plough.c

As to the form and bigness of the city, we must follow the com-
mon direction of the seven hills, whence came the phrase of Urbs
Septicollis, and the like, so frequent with the poets.

Of these, Mons Palatinus has ever had the preference ; whether
80 called from the people Palantes, or Palatini ; or from the bleating
and strolling of cattle, in Latin, Balare, and Palare; or from Pales,
the pastoral goddess; or from the burying-place of Pallas; we find
disputed, and undetermined among their authors. It was in this
place that' Romulus laid the foundations of the city, in a quadran-
gular form; and here the same kingand Tullus Hostilius kept thej
courts, as did afterwards Augustus, and all the succeeding empe- @

-rors; on which account, the word Palatium came to signify a royal
seat.

This hill to the east has Mons Co:lms, to the south, Mons Aven-
tinus; to the west, Mons Capitolinus; to the north, the Forum.*

In compass twelve hundred paces.*

Mons Tarpeius took its name from Tarpeia, a Roman virgin, who
betrayed the city to the Sabines in this place.s It was called too
Mons Saturni and Saturnius, in honour of Saturn, who is reported
to have lived here in his retirement, and was ever reputed the tute-
lar deity of this part of the city. It had afterwards the denomina- -
tion of Capitolinus, from the head of a man casually found here in
digging for the foundations of the famous temple of Jupiter,* called
Capitolium, for the same reason. This hill was added to the city
by Titus Tatius, king of the Sabines, when, having been first over-
come in the field by Romulus, he and his subjects were permitted to
incorporate with the Romans.! Ithas to the east Mons Palatinus and

® Plutarch. in Romul. f Marlian. Topognpb Antig. Romz,
¢ Dempcter Paralipom. ad Rogin.  Lib. 1. chap. 1 .

Lib. i. chap. 8 Plutarch. m Romul.
"Rocin Anuq lib. 1. chap. 4. b Liv. lib. 1. chap. 55.

¢ Fabricii Roma, chap. 3, f Dionysius,
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the Forum ; to the south, the Tiber; to the west, the level part of
the city ; to the north, Collis Quirinalis.’

In compass seven stadia or furlongs.x

Collis Quirinalis was 3o called, either frem the tewsple of Quirinus,
another name of Romulus; or more probably from the Curetes, pee-
ple that removed hither with Tatius from Cures, a Sabine city.' It
afterwards changed its name to Caballus, Mons Caballi, and Caballi-

nus, from the two marble horses, with each a man'holding him, which
are set up here. They are still standing; and, if the inscription on

the pilasters be true, were the work of Phidias and Praxiteles ;=
made by those famous masters to represent Alexander the Great,
and his Bucephalus, and sent to Nero for a present by Tiridates
king of Armenia. This hill was added to the city by Numa.*

To the east, it has Mons Esquilinus and Mons Viminalis ;. to the
south, the forums of Csar and Nerva; to the west, the level part
of the city; to the north, Collis Hortalorum, and the Campus Mar-
tius.* :

In compass almost three miles.?

Mons Ccelius owes ita name to Ccelius or Caeles, & famous Tuscan
general, who pitched his tents here, when he came to the assistance
of Romulus against the Sabines.: - Livy™ and Dionysius* attribute
the taking of it in to Tullus Hostilius; but Strabot to Ancus Mar-
tius. The other names by which it was sometimes known, were
Querculanus, or Quercetulanus, and Augustus: the first occasioned
by the abundance of oaks growing there ; the other imposed by the
emperor Tiberius, when he had raised new buildings upon it after
a fire.»

One part of this hill was called Cceliolus, and Minor Ccelius.”

To the east, it has the city-walls; to the south, Mons Aventinus;
to the west, Mons Palatinus ; to the north, Mens Esquilinus.~

In compass about two miles and a half.x

Mons Esquilinus was anciently called Cxapms and Oppius.” The
name of Esquilinus was varied for the easier pronunciation, from
Exquilinus, a corruption of Excubinus, ab excubiis, from the watch
that Romulus kept here.* It was taken in by Servius Tullius,* who
had here his royal seat.® Varro will have the Esquiliz to be pro-

i Fabricii Roma, chap. 3. . *Lib.3

k Marlian, lib. 1. chap. 1. t Georgr. lib 5.

t Sext, Pomp. Festus. = Tacit. Ann. 4, Suet. in Tib. chap. 48.
™ Fabricii Roma, chap. 3. v Pubricii Roma, chap. S. ¥ 1bid.
® Dionys. Halic. lib. 2. * Marlian, lib, 1. chap. 1.

* Fabhcii Roma, chap. 3. v Fabricii Roms, chap. 3.

9 Marlian lib.1.chap. 1. . * Propert. lib. 2. Eleg. 8

s Vaurfo de Ling. Lat, lib, 4.  Liv, lib. 1, cbap. 44.

¢ Lib. 1. chap. 30. v 1bid.
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perly two meuntains ;¢ which epinion has been since approved of
by a curious observer.*

To the east, it has the city-walls; to the south, the Via Labicans ;.
to.the west, the valley lying between Mons Ccelins gnd llons Pa-
latinus ; to the north, Collie Viminalis.

In compass sbowt four mites.

Mons Viminalis derives its name & viminiduy, from the osiers that
grew there in great plenty. This kill was takem in by Bervius
Tullius.s

To the east, it has the Campus Esquinalis; and ‘to the south,
part of the Suburra and the Forum ; to the wust Mons Quirinalis ;
to the north, the Vallis Quirinalis.*

In compass two miles and a half.!

The name of Mons Aventinus has given great cause of dispute
among the critics, some deriving the word from Aventinus an A.!ban
king ;' some from the river Avens;* and others ab avibus, from the
birds which used to fly hither in great flocks from the Tiber.! It was
called too Murcius, from Murcia, the goddess of sleep, who had here
a sacellum, or little temple := Collis Dianz, from the temple of Dia-
na :* and Remonius, from Remus, who would have had the city begun
in this place, and was here buried.>. A. Gellius affirms,? that this
hill, being all along reputed sacred, was never inclosed within the
bounds of the city till the time of Claudius. But Eutropius- expressly
attributes the takingof itin to Aneus Martius ; and an old epigram in-
serted byCuspiman, in his commenton Cassidorus,confirms the same.

To the east, it has the city-walls; to the south, the Campus Figu-
linus ; to the west, the Tiber; to the nerth, Mons Palatinus.*

In circuit eighteen stadia, or two miles and a quarter.*

Besides these seven principal hills, three others of inferior note
were taken in in later times.

Collis Hortulorum, or Hortorum, had its name from the famous
gardens of Sallust adjoining to it.* It was afterwards called Pincius
from the Pincii, a noble family who had here their seat.* The em-
peror Aurelian first inclosed it within the city-walls.” ;

To the east and south it has the plainest part of Mons Quirinalis ;
to the west the Vallis Martia ; to the north the walls of the city.w

In compass about eighteen stadia.*

¢ De Ling. Latir. lib, 4. » Martial. ° Plut. in Romul.
d Marlian. lib. 1. chap. 1. P Lib. 13, chap. 14.
« Fabricii Roma, chap. 3. 9 Lib. 1.

£ Marlian. lib, 1. chap. 1.

s Dionys. lib. 4.

b Fabricii Roma, chap. 3.
§ Marlian, lib. 1, chap. 1.

i Varro de Ling. Lat. 1. 4.,

1 Ib, ® Sext. Pomp. Festus.

* Fubricii Roma, chap. 3,

* Marlian. lib. 1. chap. 1.

¢ Rosin lib. 1. chap. 11.

® Ibid,

w Fabricii Roma, chap. 3.
* Marlian, lib. 1. clnp 1.

* Ibid.
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Janiculum, or Janicularig, was so called, either from an old tewn of
the same name, said to have been built by Janus; or because Janus
dwelt and was buried here;> or because it was janua, a sort of
gate to the Romans, whence they issued out upon the Tuscans.®
The sparkling sands have at present given it the name of Mons
Aureus, and, by corruption, Montorius.* We may make two ob-
servations about this hill, frem an epigram of Martial; that it is
the fittest place to take one’s atanding for a full prospect of the
city ; and that it is less inhabited than the other parts, by reason of
the grossness of the air,* Itis still famous for the sepulchres of
Numa, and Statius the poet.c.

To the east and south it has the Tiber; to the west the fields; to
the north the Vatican.* :

In circuit (as much of it as stands within the city-walls), five
‘stadia.c

Mons Viticanus owes its name to the answers of the Vates or pre-
phets, that used to be given here; or from the god Vaticanus or Va-
gitanus.’ It seems not to have been inclosed within the walls until
the time of Aurelian. .

This hill was formerly famous for the sepulchre of 8cipio Africa-
nus, some remains of which are still to be seen.s But it is more
celebrated at present on aseount of St. Peter’s church, the Pope’s
palace, and themoblest library in the world.

To the east it has the Campus Vaticanus, and the river; to the
south the Janiculum; to the west the Campus Figulinus, or Potter’s
Field ; to the north the Prata Quintix.t

It lies in the shape of a bow drawn up very high; the convex
part stretching almost a mile.!

As to the extent of the whole city, the greatest we meet with in
history was in the reign of Valerian, who enlarged the walls to such
a degree as to surround the  space of fifty miles.

The number of inhabitants, in its flourishing state, Lipsius com-
putes at four millions.*

At present the compass of the city is not above thirteen miles.!

v Rosin. lib. 1. chap. ll. t Festus. 8. Warcup’s Hist. of Italy, Book. 11
s Fabricii Roma, chap. 3. h Fabricii Roma, ¢ 3.
® Martial. Epig. hb . Ep. 64 { Marlian. lib, 1. chap. 1.
¢ Fubricii Roma, lib. l chap. 3. i Vopisc. in Aureliane,
41Ibid.  , Marlian. lib. 1, chap. 1. * De Magnitud. Rom.
f Festus. } Fabricih Roms, chap. 2.
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CHAPTER IL

.

OF THE DIVISION OF THE OCITY INTO TRIBES AND REGIONS8; AND
OF THE GATES AND BRIDGES.

ROMULUS divided his little city into three tribes; and Servius
Tullius added a fourth: which division continued until the time of
Augustus. It was he- that first appointed the fourteen Regions or
Wards : An account of which, with the number of temples, baths,
&c.in everyregion, may be thus taken from the accurate Panvinius.

Rzaton 1. Porta Capena. .

Streets 9. Arches 4.
Luei 3. Barns 14,
Temples 4. Mills 12.
XEdes 6. . Great houses 121.
Public baths 6.
The whole compass 13,223 feet.
Reaior II. Celimontium.
Streets 12, The great Shambles. *
Laci 3. . Barns 23,
Temples 5. . Mills 23.
The public baths of the city.  Great houses 133.
Private baths 80,
The compass 13,200 feet.
Reoton III. Isis and Serapis. ’
Streets 8. The nl;ghitbettre of Vespasian.
Temples 2. Barms 29, or 19, :
'The bathis of Titus, Trajan, and Mills 23.
Philip. Great houses 160.
The compass 12,450 feet.

Reagion IV. Via Sacra, or Templum Pacis.
Streets 8, The Colossus of the Sun, 120 feet Ligh.
Temples 10, Barns 18.

The arches of Titus Severus, Mills 24.
and Constantine. Great houses 138,
Private baths 75,

The compass 14,000 ; as some say, only 8000 feet.
Recion V. Esqwlma.

Streets 15, B Private baths 75.
Luci 8. " Barns 18.
Temples -6, Mills 22,

ZEdecs 5. Great houses 180,

The compass 15,950 feet.
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Reocioxn VI. JActa Semsta.

Private baths 15.

Streets 12, or 13. Privute baths 75.
Temples 15. Barns 19.
Porticos 2. Mills 23.
Circi 2. Great houyses 155.
Fora 2.
The compass 15,600 feet.
Recion VII. Via Lata.
Streets 40. ’ Barns 25.
Temples 4. Mills 17.
Private baths 75. Great houses 120.
Arches 3.
< The compass 23,700 feet.
Reatoy VIII. Forum Romanum.
Streets 12, v -Curiz 4. ‘
Temples 21.  Basilicz 7.
Private baths 66. Columns 6.
Edes 10. Barns 18.
Porticos 9. Mills 30.
Arches 4. Great houses 150.
Tora 7. . .
The compass 14,867 feet.
Recion IX. Circus Flaminius.
Streets 20. Curiz 2.
_ Femples 8. Thermz 5.
ZEdes 20. . Arches 2.
Porticos 12. : Columas 2.
Circi 2. ' Barns 32,
Theatres 4. Mills 32,
Basilice 5. Great houses 189,
The compass 30,560 feet.
Recion X. Palatium.
Streets 7. Private baths 15.
Temples 10. Barns 16.
XEdes 9. Mills 12,
Theatre 1. ) Great houses 109.
Curiz 4.
The compass 11,600 feet.
Recion XI. Circus Maximus.
Streets 8, Barns 16.
Edes 22. Mills 12.

Great houses 189.

The compass 11,600 feet.

Recion XII. Piscina Publica.

Streets 12. Barns 28,

XEdes 2. Mills 25.

Private baths 68, Great houses 128.
The compass 12,000 feet.

Rzorox XIII. Aventinus.
Streets 17. Luci 6.
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Temples 6, Mills 30.
Private Baths 74. Great houses 155.
Barns 36.
The compass 16,300 feet.
Recion XIV. Zvanstiberina.
Streets 23. Barns 20,
Zdes 6. Mills 32.
Private baths 136 Great houses 150,
The compass 33,409 feet. '

As to the gates, Romulus built only three, ar (as some will have,
it) four at most. But, as buildings were enlarged, the gates were
accordingly multiplied ; so that Pliny tells us, there were thirty-
four in his time.

The most remarkable were,

Porta Flumentana, so called, because it stood near the river.

Porta Flaminia, owing its name to the Flaminian Way, which
begins there.

Porta Carmentalis, bmlt 'by Romulus, and so called from Car-
menta the prophetess, mother of Evander.

Porta Nzvia, which Varro derives d nemoribus, from the woods
which formerly stood near it.

Porta 8aliana, deriving its name from the salt which the Sabines
used to bring in at that gate from the sea, to supply the city.

Porta Capena, called so from Capua, an old city of Italy, to which
the way lay through this gate. It is sometimes called Appia, from
Appius the censor; and Triumphalis, from the triumphs, in which
the procession commonly passed under here : and Fontinalis, from
the Aquzducts which were raised over it; whence Juvenal calls it
Madida Capena; and Martial, Capena, grandi Porta que pluit
guttd.

The Tiber was passed over by eight Imdges ; the names of which
are thus set down by Marlian : Milvius, £lius, Vaticanus, Janicu-
lensis, Cestius, Fabricius, Palatinus, and Sublicius.

— G
CHAPTER III.

OF THE PLACES OF WORSHIP3 PARTICUVLARLY OF THE TEMPLES AND
LucI.

BEFORE we proceed to take a view of the most remarkable
places set apart for the celebration of divine service, it may be pro-
per to make a short observation about the general names, under
which we meet with them in aythors.
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Templum then was a place which had not been only dedicated to
some deity, but withal formerly consecrated by the Augurs.

HFdes Sacre, were such as wanted that consecration; which if
they afterwards received, they changed their names to temples.
Vide Agell. L. XIV.c. 7.

Delubrum, according to Servius, was a place that, under one roof|
comprehended several deities.

dicula is only a diminutive, and signifies no more than a little
Hdes.

Sacellum may be derived the same way from ZEdes
tells us it is a place sacred to the gods without aro

It were endless to reckon up but the bare names
ples we meet with in authors. The most celebrated
were the Capitol and the Pantheon.

The Capitol, or temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, wa
vow made by Tarquinius Priscus in the Sabine war
scarce laid the foundations before his death. His n
the Proud, finished it with the spoils taken from t|
nations.” But, upon the expulsion of the kings, the c
performed by Horatius the consul.c The structure stood on a high
ridge, taking in four acres of ground. The front was adorned with
three rows of pillars, the other sides with two.”» The ascent from the
ground was by a hundred steps.: The prodigious gifts and orna-
ments, with which it was at several times endowed, almost exceed
belief. Suetonius tells us, that Augustus gave at one time two
thousand pounds weight of gold ; and in jewels and precious stones,
to the value of five hundred sestertia. Livy and Pliny* surprise us
with accounts of the brazen thresholds, the noble pillars that Sylla
removed hither from Athens out of the temple of Jupiter Olympius ;
the gilded roof, the gilded shields, and those of solid silver; the huge
vessels of silver, holding three measures; the golden chariot, &c.
This temple was first consumed by fire in the Marian war, and then
rebuilt by 8ylla; who, dying before the dedication, left that honour
to Quintus Catulus. This too was demolished in the Vitellian sedi-
tion. Vespasian undertook a third, which was burnt about the time
of his death. Domitian raised the last and most glorious of all ; in
which the very gilding amounted to twelve thousand talents.: On
which account Plutarch® has observed of that emperor, that he was,
like Midas, desirous of turning every thing into gold. There are

= Liv. lib. 1. » Ibid. * In August. chap. 30.
° Plutarch. in Poplicola. s Liv. Iib. 35, 38. Plin. lib. 33, &c.
P Dionys. Halicar. 4 Tacitus. ¢ Plutarch. in Poplicola. s Ibid.

10
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very little remains of it at present; yet enough to make a Christian
church. .

The Pantheon was built by Marcus Agrippa, son-in-law to Augus-
tus Czsar; and dedicated either to Jupiter Ultor, or to Mars and
Venus, or more probably, to all the gods in general, as the very name
(quasi Té» vorer @ir) implies. The structure, according to Fa-
bricius,* is an hundred and forty feet high, and about the same
breadth. But a later author has increased the number of feet to a
hundred and fifty-eight. The roof is curiously vaulted, void places
being left here and there for the greater strength. The rafters were
pieces of brass of forty feet in length. There are no windows in the
whole edifice, only a round hole at the top of the roof, which serves
very well for the admission of the light. Diametrically under is cut
a curious gutter to receive the rain. The walls on the inside are
either solid marble, or incrusted.* - The front on the outside was
covered with brazen plates gilt, the top with silver plates, which are
now changed to lead.” The gates were brass, of extraordinary
work and bigness.*

This temple is still standing with little alteration, besides the
loss of the old ornaments, being converted into a Christian church
by pope Boniface III. (or, as Polydore Virgil" has it, by Boniface
1V.) dedicated to St. Mary and All saints, though the general name
be St. Mary de Rotonda.* The most remarkable difference is, that,
whereas heretofore they ascended by twelve steps, they now go
down as many to the entrance.r

The ceremony of the consecration of temples (a piece of super-
stition very well worth our notice) we cannot better apprehend, than
by the following account which Tacitus gives us of that solemnity
in reference to the Capitol, when repaired by Vespasian; though
perhaps the chief rites were celebrated upon the entire raising of
the structute, this being probably intended only for the hallowing
the floor. )

Undecimo Kelendas Julias,* &c. < Upon the 21st of July, being
a very clear day, the whole plot of ground designed for the temple
was bound about with fillets and garlands. Such of the soldiers as
had lucky names, entered first with boughs in their hands, taken
from those trees which the gods more especially delighted in. Nexi
came the vestal virgins, with boys and girls whose fathers and
mothers were living, and sprinkled the place with brook-water,

v Fabricii Roma, chap. 9. wibid.  * Marlian. 1bid.
* Marlian. Topograph. Rom. Antig.  * Lib. 6. chap. 8.

lib. 6. chap. 6. b Fabric. chap. 9. < Tbid.
v Ibid, &c. Fabric. Roma, chap. 9. ¢ Histor. lib. 4.
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river-water, and spring-water. Then Helvidius Priscus the Prator,
(Plautus £lian, one of. the chief priests, going before him), after he
had performed the solemn sacrifice of a swine, a sheep, and a bul-
lock, for the purgation of the floor, and laid the entrails upon a green
turf; humbly besought Jupiter, Juno, Minerva, and the other deities
protectors of the empire, that they would be pleased to prosper their
present undertaking, and accomplish, by their divine assistance,
what human piety had thus begun. Having concluded this prayer,
he put his hand to the fillets, to which the ropes, with a great stone
fastened in them, had been tied for this occasion ; when immediately
the whole company of priests, senators, and knights, with the greatest
part of the commen people, laying hold together on the rope, with
all the expressions of joy, drew the stone into the trench designed
for the foundation, throwing in wedges of gold, silver, and other
aetals which had never endured the fire.”

Some curious persons have observed this similitude between the
shape of these old temples and our modern churches; that they had
one apartment more holy than the rest, which they termed Cella,
answering to our chancel or choir; that the porticos in the sides
were in all respects like to our isles; and that our nave, or body of
the church, is an imitation of their basilica.

There are two other temples particularly worth our notice ; not so
much for the magnificence of the structure, as for the customs that
depend upon them, and the remarkable use to which they were put.
These are the temples of Saturn and Janus.

The first was famous upon account of serving for the public trea-
sury ; the reason of which some fancy to have been, because Saturn
first taught the Italians to coin money ; or, as Plutarch conjectures,
because, in the golden age under Saturn, all persons were honest and
sincere, and the names of fraud and covetousness unknown to the
world.” But, perhaps, there might be no more in it, than that this -
temple was one of the strongest places in the city, and so the fittest
for that use. Here were preserved all the public registers and re-
cords, among which were the Libri Elephantini, orgreat ivory tables,
containing a list of all the Tribes, and the schemes of the public
accounts. )

The other was a square piece of building, (some say of entirebrass)
80 large as to contain a statue of Janus five feet high; with brazen
gates on each side, which used always to be kept open in war, and
shut in time of peace.s

¢ Polletus Hist. Roman. Flori, lib.1. ¢ Marlian. Topog. Rom. Antiq. lib. 6.
chap. 3. f Plutarch. in Problem. chap. 8. ’
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But the Romans were 8o continually engaged in quarrels, that we
find the last custom but seldom put in practice.

First, all the long reign of Numa. Secondly, A.U.C. 519. upon
the conclusion of the first Punic war. Thirdly, by Augustus, A.
U. C. 725; and twice more by the same emperor, A. U. C. 729.;
and again about the time of our Saviour’s birth. Then by Nero, A.
U. C. 811. Afterwards by Vespasian, A. U. C. 824.; and lastly
by Constantius, when, upon Magnentius’s death, he was left sole
possessor of the empire, A. U. C. 1105.*

Of this custom, Virgil gives us a noble description:

Sunt geminz belli porte, sic nomine dicunt,
Religione sacr, et seevi formidine Martis :
Centum arei claudunt vectes. xternaque ferri
Robora : nec custos obsstit limine Janus
. Haa, ubi certa sedet patribus sententia pugna:

Ipse Quirinuli trabea cinctugue Gabino
Insignis, reseras stridentia limina consul ;
Ipee vocat pugnas.t
Sacred to Mars two stately gates appear,

, Made awful by the dread of arms and war ;
An hundred brazen bolts from impious power 2
And everlasting bars the dome secure,
And watchful Janus guards his temple door. s
Here when the fathers have ordained to try
The chance of hattle by their fix’d decree,
The consul, rich in his Galbinian gown
And regal pall, leads the procession on;
The sounding hinges gravely turn about,
Rouse the imprison’d god, and let the furies out.

Near the temple of Janus there was a street which took the same
name, inhabited for the most part by bankers and usurers. It was
very long, and divided by the different names of Janus Suminus, Ja-
nus Medius, and Janus Imus. The first and the last of these parti-
tions are mentioned by Horace, lib. 1. epist. 1.

~—— Hoc Janus summus ab imo perdocet.

The other, Tully speaks of in several places of his works.!

The superstition of consecrating groves and woods to the honour
of the deities, was a practice very usual with the ancients: For,not
to speak of those mentioned in the holy scripture, Pliny assures us,
that ‘“trees in the old time served for the temples of the Gods.”
Tacitus reports this custom of the old Germans; Q. Curtius of the
Indians, and almost all writers of the old Druids. The Romans, too,
were great admirers of this way of worship, and therefore had their
Luci in most parts of the city, generally dedicated to some particu-
lar deity.

The most probable reason that can be given for this practice, is ,
taken from the common opinion, that fear was the main principle of

b Casaubon. Not, ad Sueton, August, ! Virg. En, 7. 607,
chap. 22. j Lib. 2. de Offic. Philip. 8. &e¢.
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devotion among the ignorant heathens. And therefore such dark-
some and lonely seats, putting them into a sudden horror and dread,
made them fancy that there must necessarily something of divinity
inhabit there, which could produce in them such an awe and reve-
rence at their entrance.

CHAPTER 1V.

OF THE THEATRES, AMPHITHEATRES, CIRCI, NAUMACHIZ, ODEA,
STADIA, AND XYSTI, AND OF THE CAMPUS MARTIUS.

THEATRES, so called from the Greek S«aiues, 20 see, owe their
original to Bacchus.* They were usual in several parts of Greece:
and at last, after the same manner as other institutions, were bor-
rowed thence by the Romans. That the theatre and amphitheatre
were two different sorts of edifices, was never questioned, the form-
er being built in the shape of a semicircle, the other generally oval,
%0 as to make the same figure as if two theatres should be joined
together ; yet the same place is often called by these names in' se-
veral authors. They seem, too, to have been designed for quite
different ends ; the theatres for stage plays, the amphitheatres for
the greater shows of gladiators, wild beasts, &c. The parts of the
theatre and amphitheatre best worth our observation, by reason of
their frequent use in the classics, are as follow : :

Scena was a partition reaching quite across the theatre, being
either Versatilis, or Ductilis, either to turn round or to draw up, for
the presenting a new prospect to the spectators, as Servius has ob-
served.!

Proscenium was the space of ground just before the scene, where
the Pulpitum stood, into which the actors came from behind the
scenes to perform.=

The middle part, or area, of the amphitheatre, was called Cavea,
because it was considerably lower than the other parts; whence
perhaps the name of Pit in our play-houses was borrowed : And
Arena, because it used to be strown with sand, to hinder the per-
former from slipping. Lipsius has taken notice, that the whole
amphitheatre was often called by both these names.* And the
Veronese still call the theatre, which remains almost entire in that
city, the Arena.

k Polydor. Virg. de Rer.invent. lib, = Rosin. Iib 5. chap. 4.

. chap. 13, » Lips.in Amphitheat.
1In Georg. 3. p’s History of Italy.
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There was a threefold distinction of the seats, according to the |

ordinary division of the people into senators, knights and commons :
the first range was called Orchestra, from +2xseue:, to dance, because
in that part of the Grecian theatres, the dances were performed ;
the second, Equestria ; and the other, Popularia.

Theatres, in the first ages of the commonwealth, were only tem-
porary, and composed of wood, which sometimes tumbled down with
a great destruction,as Dio and Pliny' speak of one particularly. Of
these temporary theatres, the most celebrated was that of M. Scau-
rus, mentioned by Pliny ;- the scenes of which were divided into
three partitions, one above another ; the first consisting of 120 pillars
of marble ; the next of the like number of pillars, curiously wrought
in glass : the top of all had still the same number of pillars adorned
with gilded tablets. Between the pillars were set 3000 statues
and images of brass. The Cavea would hold 80,000 men. The
structure which Curio afterwards raised at the funeral of his father,
though inferior to the former in magnificence, yet was no less re-
markable upon account of the admirable artifice and contrivance.
He built two spacious theatres of wood, se ordered with hinges and
other necessaries, as to be able to turn round with very little trouble.
These he set at first back to back, for the celebration of the stage
plays and such like diversions, to prevent the disorder that might
otherwise arise by the confusion of the scenes. Towards the latter
end of the day, pulling down the scenes, and joining the two fronts
of the theatres, he compesed an exact amphitheatre, in which he
again obliged the people with a show of gladiators.

Pompey the Great was the first that undertook the raising of a
fixed theatre, which he built very nobly with square stone ; on which
account, Tacitus® tells us he was severely reprehended for intro-
ducing a custom so different from that of their forefathers, who were
contented to see the like performances, in seats built only for the
present eccasion, and in ancient times standing only on the ground.
To this purpose, I cannot omit an ingenious reflection of Ovid upen
the luxury of the age he lived in, by comparing the honest simplicity
of the old Romans with the vanity and extravagance of the modera
in this particular:

Tunc neque marmoreo pendsdant vela theatro,
Nec fuerant liquide pulpita rubra ¢raco ;

Iilic quas tulerant, nemorosa Palatia, frondes
Simpliciter posite: Scera sine arte fuit.

In gradibus sedit populus de cespite factis,
Qualibet hirsutae fronde tegente comas.¥

» Casalius de Urb, Rom. et Imp. ¢ Lib 36. chap. 15.
Splendore, lib. 2. chap. 5. = Ann. 14,
1 Lib. 57.

v Ovid. de Arte Amandi.
r Lib. 36. chmp. 15. s Ibid,
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No purple sails hung waving in the sun,

No flowers about the scented seats were thrown;

But sylvan bowers and shady palaces, ‘
Brought by themselves, secured them from the rays.

Thus guarded and refreshed with humble green,

Wond’ring they gazed upon the artless scene :

Their seats of homely turf the crowd would rear,

And cover with green boughs their More disordered hair,

Juvenal intimates, that this good old custom remained still uncor-
rupted in several parts of Italy:
——ipsa dicrum
Festorum herboso colitur si quando theatro
Majestas ; taudemque redit ad puipita netum
Exordium, cum personie pullentis hiatum
In grem:o matris jbrmidat'rusticus infans ;
les hubitus illic, simi sdmbs
Orchestram et populum.
On theatres of turf, in homely state, '
Old plays they act, old feasts they celebrate ;
The same rude song returns upon the crowd,
And by tradition is for wit allowed.
The mimic yearly gives the same delights,
And in the mother’s srms the clownish infant frights,
‘Their habits (undistinguished by degree)
DRYDEN, g

No pillars then of Egypt’s costly stone, %

1
w

Are plain alike ; the same simplicity
Both on the stage, and in the pit you see,

Some remains of this theatre of Pompey are still to be seen at
Rome, as also of those others of Marcellus, Statilius, Taurus, Tibe-
rius, and Titus, the second being almost entire.x.

The Circi were places set apart for the celebration of several sorts
of games, which we will speak of hereafter. They were generally
oblong, or almost in the shape of a bow,” having a wall quite round,*
with ranges of seats for the convenience of the spectators. At the
entrance of the Circus stood the Carceres, or lists, whence they
started; and just by them one of the Met=, or marks; the other
standing at the farther end to conclude the race.

There were several of these Circi in Rome, as those of Flaminius,
Nero, Caracalla, and Severus: But the most remarkable, as the very
name imports, was Circus Maximus, first built by Tarquinius Pris-
cus.* The length of it was four stadia or furlongs, the breadth the
like number of acres; with a trench of ten feet deep, and as many
broad, to receive the water, and seats enew for 150,000 men.* It
was extremely beautified and adorned by succeeding princes, parti-
cularly by Julius Csar, Augustus, Caligula, Domitian, Trajan, and
Heliogabalus; and enlarged to such a prodigious extent as to be
able to contain, in their proper seat, 260,000 spectators.

w Juv. Sat. 3. * Polydor. Virg. de Rer, invent, Iib. 2.
* Fabric, Rom. chap. 12, chap. 4.

¥ Marlisn. Topog. Rom. Ant. lib, 2 Liv. et Dionys. Halic.
4. chap. 10, & Dionys. lib. 3. <Plin, lib. 36.



68 OF THE CITY.

The Naumachiz, or places for the shows of sea-engagements, are
no where particularly described; but we may suppose them to have
been very little different from the circus and amphitheatres, since
those sorts of shows for which they were designed were often ex-
hibited in the afore-mentioned places.*

Odeum was a public edifice, much after the manner of a theatre,*
where the musicians and actors privately exercised before their ap-
pearance on the stage.* Plutarch has described one of their Odeums
at Athens (whence, to be sure, the Romans took the hint of theirs)
in the fellowing words:  For the contrivance of it, in the inside it
was full of seats and ranges of pillars ; and, on the outside, the roof
or covering of it was made from one pointat top, with a great many
bendings, all shelving downward, in imitation of the king of Persia’s
pavilion.”’s

The Stadia were places in the form of Circi, for the running of
men and horses.® A very noble one, Suetonius! tells us, was built
by Domitian.

The Xysti were places built, after the fashion of porticos, for the
wrestlers to exercise inJ

The Campus Martius, famous on so many accounts, was a large
plain field lying near the Tiber, whence we find it sometimes under
the name of Tiberinus. It was called Martius, because it had been
consecrated by the old Romans to the god Mars.

Besides the pleasant situation, and other natural ornaments, the
continual sports and exercises performed here, made it one of the
most diverting sights near the city: For

Here the young noblemen practised all manner of feats of ac-
tivity ; learned the use of all sorts of arms and weapons. Here the
races, either with chariots or single horses, were undertaken. Be-
sides this, it was nobly adorned with the statues of famous men,
and with arches, columns, and porticos, and other magnificent struc-
tures. Here stood the Villa Publica, or palace for the reception and
entertainment of ambassadors from foreign states, who were not al-
lowed to enter the city. Several of the public Comitia were held
in this field; and for that purpose were the Septa or Ovilia, an
apartment inclosed with rails, where the Tribes or Centuries went
in one by one to give their votes. Cicero, in one of his epistles to
Atticus, intimates a noble design he had to make the Septa of mar-
ble, and to cover them with a high roof, with the addition of a stately

4 Marlian. Topog: Rom. Aat.lib. £ In Pericle.

4. ch:i 13. b Fabric. Rom. chap. 12.
< Fabric. Rom. chap. 12. ! Io Domitiano.
¢ Rosin. lib. 5. chap. 4. j Fobric. Rom. chap. 12.
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portico or piazzo all round. But we hear no more of this project,
and therefore may reasonably suppose he was disappointed by the
civil wars which broke out presently after.

CHAPTER V.
OF THE CURIE, SENACULA, BASILICE, FORA, AND COMITIUN.

THE Roman Curia (it signifies a public edifice) was of two sorts,
divine and civil: In the former, the priests and religious orders met
for the regulations of the rites and ceremonies belonging to the wor-
ship of the gods: In the other, the senate used to assemble, to con-
sult about the public concerns of the commonwealth.x The senate
could not meet in such a Curia, unless it had been solemnly conse-
crated by the augurs,' and made of the same nature as a temple.
Sometimes (at least) the Curiz were no distinct building, but only
a room or hall in some public place ; as particularly Livy= and Pli-
ny- speak of a Curia in the Comitium, though that itself were no
entire structure. The most celébrated Curiz were,

+ Curia Hostilia, built by Tullus Hostilius, as Livy* informs us :
and,

Curia Pompeii, where the senate assembled for the effecting the
death of Julius Czsar.»

Senaculum is sometimes the same as Curia :* to be sure it could
be no other than a meeting-place for the senate, the same as the
Grecians called ygsee. Sext. Pomp. Festus® tells us of three Sena-
cula ; two within the city-walls for ordinary consultations : and one
without the limits of the city, where the senate assembled to give au-
dience to those ambassadors of fureign states, whom they were un-
willing to honour with an admission into the city.

Lampridius® informs us, that the emperor Heliogabalus built a
Senaculum purposely for the use of the women, where, upon high
days, a council of grave matrons were to keep court.

The Basilicz were very spacious and beautiful edifices, designed
chiefly for the Centumviri, or the judges to sit in ard hear causes,
and for the counsellors to receive clients. The bankers, too, had one

k Alex. ab. Alex. 1. chap. 16. 4 Marlian. Topog. Ant. Rom. lib. 3.
I A. Gell. lib. 14. chap.7. chap. 2.
= Lib. 1, » Lib, 1, * In voce Senaculum.
* Lib. 1. * In vit. Heliogab.
P Sueton. in Jul, Cxs. chap. 80.
11 G
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part of it alloted for their residence.t Vossius® has observed, that
these Basilice were exactly in the shape of our churches, oblong al-
most like a ship ; which was the reason that, upon the ruin of so ma-
ny of them, Christain churches were several times raised on the old
foundations, and very oftep a whole Basilica converted to such a
pious use. And hence, perhaps, all our great domos or Cathedrals
are still called Basilicz.

The Roman Forums were public buildings, about three times as
long as they were broad. All the compass of the Forum was sur-
rounded with arched porticos, only some passages being left for
places of entrance. They generally contrived to have the most state-
ly edifice all around them, as temples, theatres, basilice, &c.r.

They were of two sorts : Fora Civilia, and Fora Venalia; the first
were designed for the ornament of the city, and for the use of pub-
lic courts of justice ; the others were intended for no other end but
the necessities and conveniencies of the inhabitants, and were no
doubt equivalent to our markets. I believe Lipsius, in the descrip-
tion that has been given above, means only the former. Of these
there were five very considerable in Rome:

Forum Romanum, built by Romulus, and adorned with porticos
on all sides by Tarquinius Priscus., It was called Forum Romanum,
or simply Forum, by way of eminence, on account of its antiquity,
and of the most frequent use of it in public affairs. Martial* and
Statius* for the same reason give it the name of Forum Latium;
Ovid the same,” and of Forum Magnum;* and Herodian® calls it
Tav agxsim ayoger, Forum Vetus.

Statius the poet* has given an accurate description of the Forum
in his poem upon the statue of Domitian on horse-back, set up here
by that emperor.

Forum Julium, built by Julius Cxsar with the spoils taken in the
Gallic war. The very area Suetonius: tells us, cost 100,000 ses-
terces; and Dio? affirms it to have much exceeded the Forum Ro-
manum. -

Forum Augusti, built by Augustus Czsar, and reckoned by Pliny
among the wonders of the city. The most remarkable curiosity was
the statues in the two porticos on each side of the main building. In
one were all the Latin kings, beginning with £neas; in the other,
all the kings of Rome, beginning with Romulous, and most of the

¢ Rosin. Ant lib. 9. chap. 7. y Fast. 4. * Fast. 3.
v In voce Basillca. * In vit. M, Antonin.

v Lips. de Mag. Rom. ® Syl. lib. L. chap. 1.

w Epig. lib. 2. ¢ In Jul. Cas, chap. 26.

‘= Sylv.ar. Lib. 1. chsp. 1. 4 Dio. lib, 43.
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eminent persons in the commonwealth, and Augustus himself among
the rest; with an inscription upon the pedestal of every statue, ex-
pressing the chief actions and exploits of the person it represented.*

This Forum, as Spartian’ informs us, was restored by the empe-
ror Hadrian.

Forum Nervz, begun by Domitian, as Suetoniuse relates, but
finished and named by the emperor Nerva. In this Forum, Alex-
ander Severus set up the statues of all the emperors that had been
canonized,” in imitation of the contrivance of Augustus, mentioned
but now. This Forum was called Transitorium, because it lay very
convenient for a passage to the other three; and Palladium, from
the statue of Minerva, the tutelar deity of Augustus;' upon which
account, perhaps, Fabricius attributes the name of Palladium to the
forum of that emperor. _

There is scarce any thing remaining of this Forum, except an old
decayed arch, which the people, by a strange corruption, instead of
Nerva’s Arch, call Noah’s Ark-«

But the most celebrated for the admirable structure and contri-
vance was the Forum Trajani, built by the en:peror Trajan, with
the foreign spoils he had taken in the wars. The covering of this
edifice was all brass, the porticos exceedingly beautiful and magni-
ficent, with pillars of more than ordinary height, and chapiters of
excessive bigness.'

Ammianus Marcellinus, in the description of Constantius’s tri-
umphal entrance into Rome, when he has brought him, with no or-
dinary admiration, by the baths, the Pantheon, the Capitol, and
other noble structures, as soon as ever he gives him a sight of this
Forum of Trajan, he puts him into an ecstacy, and cannot forbear
making an harangue upon the matter.» We meetin the same place
with a very smart repartee which Constantius received at this time
from Ormisdas, a Persian prince. The emperor, as he strangely ad-
mired every thing belonging to this noble pile, so he had a particular
fancy for the statue of Trajan’s horse, which stood on the top of the
building, and expressed his desire of doing as much for his own
beast: *Pray, Sir, says the prince, before you tdlk of gettingsucha
horse, will you be pleased to build such a stable to put him in.”»

The chief Fora Venalia, or markets, were,

Boarium, for oxen and beef. Propertiuse has a pretty fancy about
this Forum, that it took its name from Hercules’s oxen, which he

e Lips. de Magnitud. Rom. i Roma. chap. 7.

f In vit Hadriani. k Marlian. kib 5. chap. 14.

¢ In Domit. chap, 5. 1 Idem. lib. 3 chap. 13. )

b Spartian. in Sevro. = Ammian, Marcellin. Hist. lib. 16,

+ Lapa, in Magn. Rom. » Ibid. o Lib. 4. Eleg. 10, ver. 20.
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brought from Spain, and rescued them here, after they had been
stolen by Cacus.

Suarium, for swine.

Pistorium, for bread.

Cupedinarium, for dainties.

Olitorium, for roots, sallads, and such like.

The Comitium was only a part of the Forum Romanum, which
served sometimes for the celebration of the Comitia, which will be

- described hereafter.

In this part of the forum stood the Rostra, being a Suggestum, or
sort of pulpit, adorned with the beaks of ships taken in a sea-fight
from the inhabitants of Antium in Italy, as Livy? informs us. In
this the causes were pled, the orations made, and the funeral pane-
gyrics spoken by persons at the death of their relations; which
pious action they termed Defuncti pro rostris laudatio.

Hard by was fixed the Puteal, of which we have several and very
different accounts from the critics, but none more probable than
the opinion of the ingenious Monsieur Dacier,* which he delivers to
this purpose :

¢ The Romans, whenever a thunderbolt fell upon a place without
a roof, took care, out of superstition, to have a sort of cover built
over it, which they properly called Puteal. This had the name of
Puteal Libonis, and Scribonium Puteal, because Scribonius Libo
erected it by order of the senate. The Pretor’s tribunal standing
just by, is often signified in authors by the same expression.”

CHAPTER VI.

OF THE PORTIOCO0S, AROCHES, COLUMNS, AND TROPHIES.

IN accounts of the eminent buildings of the city, the Portices
have ever had an honourable place. They were structures of curious
work and extraordinary beauty, annexed to public edifices, sacred
and civil, as well for ornament as use. They generally took their
names either from the temples that they stood near; as Porticus
Concordiz, Quirini, Herculis, &c. or from the authors; as Porticus
Pompeia, Octavia, Livia, &c. or from the nature and form of the
building ; as Porticus curva, stadiata, porphyretica; or from the

P Lib. 8. 9 Dacier, Notes on Horace, Book, 2. Sat. 6, verse|35.
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shops that were kept in them, as Margaritaria, and Argentaria; or
from the remarkable painting in them, as Porticus Isidis, Europe,
&c.; or else from the places to which they joined, as Porticus Am-
phitheatri, Porticus Circi, &c.*

These porticos were sometimes put to very serious use, serving for
the assemblies of the senate on several accounts. Sometimes the
jewellers, and such as dealt in the most precious wares, took up here
their standing, to expose their goods for sale; but the general use
that they were put to, was the pleasure of walking or riding in
them; in the shade in summer, and in winter in the dry, like the
present piazzas in Italy. Velleius Paterculus,* when he deplores
the extreme corruption of manners that had crept into Rome, upon
the otherwise happy conclusion of the Carthaginian war, mentions
particularly the vanity of the noblemen, in endeavouring to out-
shine one another in the magnificence of their porticos, as a great
.instanee of their extravagant luxury. And Juvenal in his seventh
Batire complains : .

Balnea sexcentis, et pluris perticus, in qué

Gestotur dominus quoties pluit : anne serenum

Expectet spargatve luto jumenta recenti 2

Hic potins ; namque hic munda nitet ungula mula.

On sumptuous baths the rich their wealth bestow,

Or some expensive airy portico ;

Where safe from showers they may be borne in state,
And. free from tempests, for fair weather wait :

Or rather not expect the clearing sun;

Through thick and thin theit equipage must run:

Or staying, ’tis not for their servants sake,
But that their mules no prejudice may take. - cBARLES DRYDEN.

Arches were public buildings, designed for the reward and en-
couragement of noble enterprises, erected generally to the honour
of such eminent persons as had either won a victory of extraordina-
ry consequence abroad, or had rescued the commonwealth at home
from any considerable danger. At first they were plain and rude
structures, by no means remarkable for beauty or state. But in lat-
ter times no expenses were thought too great for the rendering
them in the highest manner splendid and magnificent ; nothing be-
ing more usual than to have the greatest actions of the heroes they
stood to honour curiously expressed, or the whole procession of the
triumph cut out on the sides. The arches built by Romulus were
only of brick; that of Camillus, of plain square stone; but then
those of Czsar, Drusus, Titus, Trajan, Gordian, &c. were all en-
tirely of marble.:

As to their figure, they were at first semicircular, whence proba-
bly they took their name. Afterwards they were built four-square,

* Fabricii Rema.cbap. 13.  # Lib. 2.chap.1. ¢ Fabricii Roma, chap. 11,
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with a spacious arched gate in the middle, and little ones on eachk
side. Upon the vaulted part of the middle gate hung little winged
images, representing victory, with crowns in their hands, which
when they were let down, they put upon the conqueror’s head as
he passed under in triumph.*

The columns or pillars were none of the meanest beauties of the
city. They were at last converted to the same design as the arches,
for the honourable memorial of some noble victory or exploit, after
they had been a long time in use for the chief ornaments of these-
pulchres of great men; as may be gathered from Homer, Iliad 16,
where Juno, when she is foretelling the death of Sarpedon, and
speaking at least of carrying him into his own country to be buried,
has these words: -

"Evbe i TEGLYINTI XROIYINTOS TH, $T@! T,
TuuGm 75 suAs ¢ To yag Ysgac isi SFaorran,

There shall his brothers and sad friends receive
The breathless corpse, and bear it to the grave.
A pillar shall be reured, a tomb be laid,

T'he noblest honour earth can give the dead.

The pillars of the emperors Trajan and Antonius have been ex-
tremely admired for their beauty and curious work; and therefore
deserve a particular description.

The former was set up in the middle of Trajan’s forum, being com-
posed of 24 great stones of marble, but so curiously cemented, as to
seem one entire natural stone. The height was 144 feet, according
to Eutropius;* though Marlain~ seems to make them but 128; yet
they are easily reconciled, if we suppose one of them to have begun
the measure from the pillar itself, and the other from the basis. It
is ascended on the inside by 185 winding stairs, and has 40 little
windows for the admission of the light. The whole pillar is incrusted
with marble ; in which are expressed all the noble actions of the em-
peror, and particularly the Decian war. One may see all over it the
several figures of forts, bulwarks, bridges, ships, &c. and all manner
of arms, as shields, helmets, targets, swords, spears, daggers, belts,
&c. together with the several offices and employments of the sol-
diers; some digging trenches, some measuring out a place for the
tents, and others making a triumphal procession.* But the noblest
ornament of this pillar, was the statue of Trajan on the top, of a
gigantic bigness ; being no less than twenty feet high. He was re-
presented in a coat of armour proper to the general, holding in his
left hand a sceptre, in his right a hollow globe of gold, in which his
own ashes were reposited after his death.

= Fabricii Roma, chap. 15.  WLib. 3 chap. 13, ¢ Cassalius Par. 1. c. 11.
v Hist. lib 8. . * Pabricius. chap. 7.
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The column of Antonius was raised in imitation of this, which it
exceeded onlyin one respect, thatit was 176 feet high ;* for the work
was much inferior to the former, as being undertaken in the‘declining
age of the empire. The ascent on the inside was by 106 stairs, and
the windows in the sides 56. The sculpture and the other ornaments
were of the same nature as those of the first ; and on the top stood
a Colossus of the emperor, naked, as appears from some of his coins.*

Both these columns are still standing at Rome ; the former most
entire. But Pope Sixtus the First, instead of the two statues of the
emperor, set up St. Peter’s on the column of Trajan, and St. Paul’s
on that of Antoninus.?

Among the columns, we must not pass by the Miliarium aureum,
a gilded pillar in the Forum, erected by Augustus Czsar, at which
all the highways of Italy met, and were concluded.: From this they
counted their miles, at the end of every mile setting up a stone;
whence came the phrase of Primus ab urbe lapis, and the like.
‘This pillar, as Mr. Lassels informs us, is still to be seen.

Ner must we forget the Columna Bellica, thus described by Ovid

Prospicit d tergo summum brevis area Circum,
Est sbi non paroz parva columna note :

Hinc solet hasta manu, belli prionuncia mitts
In regem et gentem, cum placet arma capi d

Behind the Circus on the level ground,
Stands a small pillur for its use renowned :
Hence ’tis our gerald throws the fatal spear,
Denotes the quarrel, and begins the war.

But those who admire antiquity, will think all these inferior to
the Columna Rostrata, set up to the honour of C. Duillius, when he
had gained so famous a victory over the Carthaginian and Sicilian
fleets, A. U. C. 493, and adorned with the beaks of the vessels taken
in the engagement. This is still to be seen in Rome, and never fails
of a visit from any curious stranger. The inscription on the basis
i a noble example of the old way of writing, in the early times of
the commonwealth. Besides this ancient and most celebrated one,
there were several other columne rostratee erected on like occasions;
as particularly four by Augustus Czsar, after the Actium defeat of
Antony : To these Virgil alludes:

JAddam et navali surgentes sre columnas.*

The design of the trophies is too well known to need any expli-
cation; the shape of them cannot be better understood than by the
following description of the poet :

s Marlian lib.6.chap.13. 2 Id, ¢ Marlian, lib. 3. chap. 18.
$ Casal. Par. 1. chap. 11. 4 Ovid. Fast.6, ¢ Georg. 3.
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Ingentem quercum, dec:sis undaque ramis,
Constituit tumule. fulgentiague induit arma,
Mezen.i ducis exuvias; tibs magne tropiizxm

" Bellipetens : Aptat rorantes sanguine crustas,
T'ewugue trunca urs, et bis sex thoraca petitum
Perfossumque locis : clypewmgue ex &re sinistr@
Subligat, atque ensem collo suspendis edurnsm
And first he loppeu an ouk’s t brunches round ;
The trunk he fustened in a I‘I‘ll!:; ground;
And here he fixed the shining armour on,
The mighty spoil fiom proud Meszentius won:
Above the crest was pluced, that dropt with blood,
A grateful trophy to the warlike god,
His shuttered stuck round : The corslet too, .
Pierced in twelve places, hung deformed below :
While the left side bis massy target bears,
The neck the glittering blade he brandished in the wars,

Of those trophies which Marius raised after the Cimbric war, still
remaining at Rome, we have this account in Fabricius: * They are
two trunks of marble hung round with spoils; one of them is covered
with a scaly corslet, with shields and other military ornaments: just
before it, i3 set a young man in the posture of a captive, with his
hands behind him, and all round were winged images of victory.
The other is set out with the common military garb, having a shield
of an unequal round, and two helmets, one open and adorned with
crests, the other close without crests. On the same trophy is the
shape of a soldier’s coat, with several other designs, which by reason

‘of the decay of the marble, are very difficult to be discovered.”s

CHAPTER VII.

OF THE BAGNIOS, AQUADUCTS, CLOACE, AND PUBLIC WAYS.

THERE cannot be a greaterinstance of the magnificence, or rather
luxury of the Romans, than their noble bagnios. Ammianus Marcel-
linus observes,® that they were built in modum Provinciarum, as
large as provinces : But the great Valesius' judges the word Provin-
ciarum to be a corruption of Piscinarum. And though this emenda-
tion does in some measure extenuate one part of the vanity, which
has been 8o often alleged against them from the authority of that
passage of the historian ; yet the prodigious accounts we have of their
ornaments and funiture will bring them, perhaps, under a censure

f Virg. Eneid. 11, b Ammian, Marcell, lib. 16.
s Fabricius, chap. 14, ! Nota ad Jocum.,
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uo more favourable than the former. Seneca, speaking of the luxury
of his countrymen in this respect, complains, that they were arrived
to such a pitch of niceness and delicacy, as to scorn to set their feet
on any thing but precious stones.! And Pliny wishes good old Fa-
bricius were but alive to see the degeneracy of his posterity, when
the very women must have their seats in the baths of solid silver.*
But a description from a poet may, perhaps, be more diverting;
and this Statius has obliged us within his poem upon the baths of
Claudius Etruscus, steward to the emperor Claudius :

NIl sbi plebeium ; nusquam T'emesica videbrs

Lra; sed a gento fehx propellitur unda,

JArgentogque cadit, laoiisque nitentibus instat
Delicias mirata suas. et abire recusat.

Nothing there’s.vulgar; not the fairest brass

In all the glittering structure claims a place.
From silver pipes the lappy waters flow,

In silver cisterns are reccived below.

See where with noble pride the doubtful stream
Stunds fixc« with wonder on the shining brim ;
Surveys its riches, and admires its st.te ;

Loth to be ravished from the glorious seat.

‘The most remarkable bagnios were those of the emperors Diocle-
sian and Antoninus Caracalla; great part of which are standing at
this time, and with the vast high arches, the beautiful and stately

illars, the extraordinary plenty of foreign marble, the curious vault-
ing of the roofs, the prodigious number of spacious apartments, and
a thousand other ornaments and conveniencies, are as pleasing asight
to a traveller, as any other antiquities in Rome.

To these may be added the Nymphza; a kind of grottos sacred
to the nymphs, from whose statues which adorned them, or from the
waters and fountains which they afforded, their name is evidently
derived. A short essay of the famous Lucus Holstenius, on the old
picture of a Nymphzum dug up at the foundation of the palace of
the Barbarini, is to be met with in the fourth tome of Graviu’s The-
saurus, p. 1800.

The aquaducts were, without question, some of the noblest de.
signs of the old Romans. Sextus Julius Frontinus, a Roman author
and a person of consular dignity, who has compiled a whole treatisé
on this subject, affirms them to be the clearest token of the gran-
deur of the empire. The firstinvention of them is attributed to Ap-
pius Claudius, A.U.C. 441. who brought water into the city by &
channel of eleven miles in length. But this was very inconsiderable
to those that were afterwards carried on by the emperors and other
persons; several of which were cut through the mountains, and all
other impediments, for above forty miles together ; and of such an

J Bpist. 86. x Lib, 33, chap. 12
18
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height, that a man on horseback, as Procopius informs, might ride
through them without the least difficulty.’ But this is meant only
of the constant course of the channel ; for the vaults and arches were
fn some places 109 feet high.» Procopius makes the aqueducts
but fourteen: Victore has enlarged the number to twenty : In the
names of them the waters were only mentioned ; as Aqua Claudia,
Aqua Appia, &c.
The noble poet Rutilius thus touches on the aquaducts, in his
ihgenious itinerary :
Quid loquar aerio entes fornice ricos,
Qua vix imbriferas tolleret Iris aquas ?

Hos potius dicas c-evisse in sidera montes,
Tule Giganteum Grzcia laudat opus.?

What, should I sing how lofty waters flow 2
From airy vaults, and leave the rain below,

‘While conquered Iris yieldas with her unequal bow ? S
Bold Typhon here had spared his strength and skill,
And reach’d Jove’s walls from any single hill.

But that which Pliny calls Opus omnium mazimum, were the
Cloacz, or common gutters for the conveyance of dirt and filth.
And because no authority can be better than his, we may venture
to borrow the whole account of them from the same place. Cloacz,
opus omnium maximum, &c.

¢« The Cloacz, the greatest of all the works, he contrived by un-
dermining and cutting through the seven hills upon which Rome is
seated, making the city hang, as it were, between heaven and earth,
and capable of being sailed under: M. Agrippa,in his Adileship,
made no less than seven streams meet together under ground in one
raain channel, with such a rapid current, as to carry all before them
that they met with in their passage. Sometimes, when they are vio-
lently swelled with immoderate rains, they beat with excessive fury
against the paving at the bottom, and on the sides. Sometimes, ina
flood, the Tiber waters oppose them in their course; and then the
two streams encounter with all the fury imaginable ; and yet the
works preserve their old strength, without any sensible damage.
Sometimes huge pieces of stone and timber, or such like materials,
are carried down the channel, and yet the fabric receives no detri-
ment. Sometimes the ruin of whole buildings, destroyed by fire or
other casualties press heavily upon the frame. Sometimes terrible
earthquakes shake the very foundations, and yet they still continue
impregnable, almost 800 years since they were first laid by Tarqui-
njus.’

Very little inferior to the works already mentioned were the Pub-
Tic Ways, built with extraordinary charge, to a great distance from

! Proc pius de Bell. Goth. lib,1.  ° Descrip. Urb Region.

= §ext. Jul. Frontin. P Rutil, Itinerar. lib. 1.
Deé Bell. Goth, lib. 1. 9 Plin. lib, 36. chap. 13
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the city on all sides. They were generally paved with flint, though
sometimes, and especially without the city, with pebbles and gravel.
The most noble, in all respects, was the Via Appia, taking its name
from the author Appius, the same that invented the Aquaeducts, vide
p- 55, 56. This was carried to such a vast length, that Procopius*
reckons it a very good five days journey to reach the end; and Lip-
sius* computes it at 350 miles. An account of as much of this way
as lies between Rome and Naples, the right reverend the present
lord bishop of Sarum has obliged us with, in his letters ;¢ he tells us it:
is twelve feet broad; all made of huge stones, most of them blue ;
and they are generally a foot and a half largeon all sides. And pre-
sently after, admiring the extraordinary strength of the work, he
says, that though it has lasted above 1800 years, yet, in most places,
it is for several miles - together as entire as when it was first made.
And as to the Via Flaminia, the next causey of note, the same au-
thor observes, that though it be not indeed so entire as the former,
yet there is enough left to raise a just idea of the Roman greatness.

I must desire leave to conclude this subject with the ingenious

epigram of Janus Vitalis, an Italian poet :

Quid Romam in media fuzn':, noous advena, Romd,
Et Romz in Roma nil reperis medid ?

Aspice murorum moles, priruptaque saxa,
Obrutaque horrenti vasta Theatra situ :

Hzc sunt Roma - Viden’ velut ipsa cadavera tantz
Urbis adhuc spirent imperiosa minas 2

Vieit ur hac mundum, nisa est se vincere : vicit,
A se non wictum nae quid in orbe foret.

Hinc vicia in Roma wctriz Roma illa scpulta est,
JAtque eadem wictria: victaque Roma fuit,

Albula Ikomani restat nunc nominis index,
Qui quoque nunc rupidis fersur in aquor aquis.

Aisce hinc quod possit fortuna; immota lubascunt,
Et quz pe peiuo sunt agitata, manent.

To scek for Rome, vain stranger, art thou come,

And find’st no mark, within Rome’s walls, of Rome ¢
Sec here the craggy walls, the towers defaced,

Anu piles that frighten more than once they pleased :
Sec the vast theatres, a shapeless load, .

And sights more tragic than they ever showed :
Th¥s, this is Rome : Her haughty carcase spread,
Still awes in ruin, and commands when dead.

The subject world first took from ber their fate ;

And when she only stood unconquered yet,

Herself she lust subdued, to muke the work complete.
But ab! so dear the fatal triumph cost, *
That conquering Rome is in the conquered lost.

Yet rolling Tiber still maintains his stream,

Swelled with the glories of the Roman name.

Strunge power of fate; unshaken moles must waste;
While things that ever move, for ever last.

¢ De Bell. Goth. lib. 1, ¢ Letter 4th.
? De Magn. Rom. * Ibid.



PART 11.—BOOK II.

OF THE RELIGION OF THE ROMANS.

— } —

CHAPTER 1.

OF THE RELIGION AND MORALITY OF THE ROMANS IN GENERAL.

THAT religion is absolutely necessary for the establishing of
¢ivil government, is a truth so far from being denied by any sort of
persons, that we meet with too many who are unwilling to allow any
other design in sacred institutions. As to the Romans, it has been
universally agreed, that virtue and fortune were engaged in a sort
of noble contention for the advancement of the grandeur and hap-
piness of that people. And a judge, not suspected of partiality in
that case, has concluded the latter to be only a consequence of the
former. For religion, says he,* produced good laws, good laws good
fortune, and good fortune a good end in whatever they undertook.
Nor, perhaps, has he strained the panegyric much too high, when
he tells us, that, for several ages together, never was the fear of
God more eminently conspicuous than in that republic.®* It was
this consideration which made the great St. Austin observe,° that
God would not give heaven to the Romans, because they were hea-
thens ; but he gave them the empire of the world, because they
were virtuous. And, indeed, in their more general virtues, their
practice inclined rather to the excess than the defect: Thus were
they devout to superstition ; valiant to a contempt of life, and an
inconsiderate courting of danger; frugal and temperate in the first
ages, to a voluntary abstinence from agreeable pleasures and con-
yeniences ; constant, several times, to the occasion of their own
ruin, and rather rigorous than just. A tedious account of the Decii,
TRegulus, Fabricius, Curius, Sczvola, §c. would be needless even to
#school-boy, who is seldom unfurnished with a stock of such histories.

But we must by no means omit a most noble saying of Cicero to
this purpose, in his oration about the answer of the Aruspices:
Quam volumus licet, Patres Conscripti, nos amemus: tamen nec nu-

¢ -Machiavel’s Discourse on Livy, Ib. 1. chap. 11, b Ibid.
¢ De Civitate Dei, lib. 4. chap. .
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mero Hispanos, nee robore Gallos, nec calliditate Peenos, nec artibus
Grzcos ; nec denique Roc ipso hujus gentis et terree domestico nativo-
que sensu ltalos ipsos et Latinos ; sed pietate ac religione, atque hae
una sapientia, quod Deorum tmmortalium nwnine omnia rege guber-
narique perspeximus, omnes genles nationesque superavimus.

But it will naturally be objected, that whatever harangues we make
upon the justice, temperance, and other celebrated virtues of the old
Romans, they at last degenerated into the most luxurious and extra-
vagant people in the world. Every page of their own satirists is a
very good argument for this opinion; besides the numerous com-
plaints of their historians and other writers. Now, though Lipsius
has undertaken to bring them off clear from all such imputations,
yet, I think, we must be forced to allow, that they did indeed de-
base the noble and generous spirit of their ancestors; and this cor-
ruption was, without doubt, the only cause of the declensionand final
ruin of the empire. But, as we are not to give over the cause of vir-
tue on account of the debauchery of latter times, 8o we have little
reason to exalt the eminent qualities of the old Romans to so high a
pitch as some imagine. There is no necessity of making a hero of
every consul, or fancying every one who was eminently serviceable
to the republic to have been a person of consummate virtue. So
that when we meet in Roman authors with such extravagant enco-
miums of their ancestors, we may conclude, that what Horace had
observed with reference to poetry, will hold altogether as well in
this case ; the generality of people being so strangely transported
with the love and admiration of antiquity, that nothing was more
usual than to meet with such a person as he describes :

Qui redit ad fastos. et virtutem zstimat aunis,
Miraturque nihil nisi quod Libitina sacravit.
That, when he tried a man’s pretence to fame,
Runs to his chronicle tofind his name :

Thinks virtue better for its age, like wine ;
And only likes what death has made divine.

For we may often observe, that their very panegyrics upon the ho-
nest people of the first ages of the commonwealth represent them
rather as a sort of rude, unpolished mortals, than as persons emi-
nent for any noble endowments. So Juvenal, Sat. 14:

Saturabat glebula talis

Patrem ipeum turbamque casz ; qud fieta jacebat

Uxor. et infantes ludebant quatuor, unus

Vernula. tres domini : Sed mugnis fratribus horum

A scrobe vel sulco redeuntibus alters cena

Amplior, es grandes fumabans pultibus olle.

This little spot of earth, well till’d,

A numerous family with plenty fill'd,

The good old man and thrifty housewife spent i a
Their days in peace, and fatten’d with content :
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Enjoyed the dregs of life, and liv’d to see

A long-descending healthful progeny.

The men were fashion’d in a Y arger mould :

The women fit for labour, big and bold.

Glg.ontlc hinds, as soon as work was done,

‘To their huge pots of boiling pulse would run,

Feli to, with eager joy, on homely food,

Aud their large veins beat strong with wholesome blood.
JOAX DRYDEN, Jum.

But the account which Persius gives us of Titus Quintius, the old
country dictator, has something more ridiculous in it:

Unde Remus, sulcoque terens dentalia, Quinti,
Quem trepidu ante boves Dictatorem induis u:mr,
Et wua aratra domum Lictor tulit d

‘Where Romulus wus bred, and Quintius born,
Whose shining plouglishare was in furrows worn,
Met by his tremblmg wife returning home,
And rustically joy’d as chief of Rome.
She wiped the sweat from the dictator’s brow,
}nnnn

' And o’er his back his robe did rudely throw ;
The lictors bore in state the lord’s triwmphant plough,

‘We must therefore allow every age its proper character and com-
mendation, and conclude with the ingenious Monsieur St. Evre-
mont,  that the excellent citizens lived among the ancient Re-
mans, and the most accomplished generals among the latter.”e

CHAPTER II.

OF THE LUPERCI, LUPERCALIA, &C.; OF THE POTITII AND PINARII;
AND OF THE ARVAL BROTHERS. ’

THE places of worship having been already described the chief
subjects that still remain, relating to religion, are the priests, the
sacrifices, and the festivals: For it would be very needless and
impertinent to enter into a disquisition about the deities ; a matter
that is involved in so many endless fictions, and yet has employed
80 many pens to explain it.

Luperci.—~The most ancient order of the priests were the Luperci,
sacred to Pan, the god of the country, and particularly.of shepherds.
They had their name from the deity they attended on, called in
Greek Avswes ; probably from avsec a wolf, in Latin lupus ; because
the chief employment of Pan was the driving away such beasts from
the sheep that he protected.

The Lupercalia, as Plutarch observes, appears to have been a feast

€ Pers. Sat.1. ¢ Reflect. upon the Genius of the Roman People, thap. 4.
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of purification, being solemnized on the Dies Nefasti, or non-court
days, of the month of February, which derives its name from februo,
to purify: And the very day of the celebration was anciently called
Februaca.t .

The ceremony was very singular and strange.

In the first place, there was a sacrifice killed of goats and a dog.
Then two children, noblemen’s sons, being brought thither, some of
the Luperci stained their foreheads with the bloody knife, while
others wiped it off with locks of wool dipped in milk : the boys must
always laugh after their foreheads have been wiped: This done,
having cut the goat-skins into thongs, they run about the streéts all
naked but their middle, and lash all that they meet in their proces-
sion. The young women never take any care to avoid the strokes,
but rather offer themselves of their own accord, fancying them to
be great helpers of conception and delivery.s They run naked be-
cause Pan is always painted so. They sacrificed a goat, because the
same diety was supposed to have goat’s feet; which gave occasion
to his common epithet of Capripes. As for the dog we meet with in
the sacrifice, it was added as a necessary companion of a shepherd,
and because of the natural antipathy between them and wolves.

Some have fancied with Plutarch, that these Lupercalia were in-
stituted in honour of the wolf that preserved Romulus and Remus ;
others carry their original much higher, and tell us, that they were
brought into Italy by Evander, before the time of Eneas.

There were two companies of the Luperci, the Fabiani and Quinc-
tiliani ; one for Romulus, the other for Remus: they took their names
from Fabius and Quinctilius, two of their masters or chief priests.t
Dion Cassius tells us, that a third sort of priests, designed for the
celebration of the Lupercalia, were instituted by the senate to the
honour of Julius Csar.!

Suetonius) reckons the Lupercalia among the ancient rites and
ceremonies restored by Augustus ; and Onuph. Panvinius assures us
they continued in Rome till the time of the emperor Anastasius.

Potitii and Pinarii.—The Potitii and Pinarii were of equal anti-
quity with the former. They owe their institution to the same au-
thor, upon the following account : .

After the killing of Cacus, a giantthat had stole some of Hercules’s
cattle, the booty that he brought through Italy, from Spain, the
shepherds and ignorant people of the country, gathering in great
flocks about the stranger, at last brought him before Evander. The
king, after examination, finding him to be in all respects the same

¢ Plutarch. in Romul. £ Ibid, i Ibid 44. A
b Sext. Pomp. Festus, et Ovid, Fast. i In August, chap. 31.
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person that his mother, the prophetess Carmenta, hand told him
should come into Italy, and be afterwards a god, immediately erect-
ed an altar to his honour, and offered for his sacrifice a young bul-
lock that never bore the yoke; ordaining, that the same ceremony
should be repeated in a solemn manner every year. The perform-
ance of these rites he committed to the care of the Potitii and Pina-
rii, two of the noblest families, and of the best repute in those parts.
There goes a story, that the Pinarii happening to come too late to
the sacrifice, so as to lose their share in the entrails, they were, by
way of punishment, debarred from ever tasting them for the future;
and hence some derive their name from sure, hunger. But this I
take to be but a trifling fancy; for we may as well derive Potitii
from potiri, because they enjoyed the entrails, as Pinarii from mwre,
because they wanted them.

We meet with something very remarkable of the Potitiiin Livy,*
and Valerius Maximus :!

"That when, upon application made to Appius Claudius the cen-
sor, they got leave to have their hereditary ministry discharged by
servants, in the compass of one year the whole family was entirely
extinct, though no less than thirty of them were lusty young men;
and Appius Claudius lost his eyes, as a judgment for his part in the
offence.

Acca Laurentia, Romnulus’s nurse, had a custom once a year to
mgke a solemn sacrifice for a blessing upon the fields; her twelve
sons assisting her always in the solemnity. At last she had the ill
fortune to lose one of her sons; when Romulus, to shew his grati-
tude and respect, offered himself to fill up the number in his room,
and gave the company the name of Fratres Arvales. This order was
in great repute at Rome ; they held the dignity always for their
lives, and never lost it upon account of imprisonment, banishment, or
any other accident.® They wore on their heads, at the time of their
solemnity, crowns made of ears of corn, upon a tradition that Lau-
rentia at first presented Romulus with such an one.® Some will
have it that it was their business to take care of the boundaries,
and the divisions of lands, and to decide all controversies that might
happen about them ; the processions or perambulations made under
their guidance being termed Ambarvalia. Others make a different
order, instituted for that puopose, and called Sodales Jrvales, on
the same account as the Fratres Arvales.

k Lib. 9, = Plin. lib, 17. chap. 2.
{LIb. 1. chap. 1. = Pomp. Lzt. de Sacerd.
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CHAPTER III.

OF THE AUGURS, AUGURIES, &'c.

THE invention of soothsaying is generally attributed to the Chal-
deans ; from them the art passed to the Grecians; the Grecians
delivered it to the Tuscans,and they to the Latins and the Romans.
The name of Augurs is derived by some, ab avium gestu ; by others,
ab avium garritu ; either from the motion and actions, or from the
chirping and chattering of birds. Romulus was himself an extraor-
dinary proficient in this art, and therefore, as he divided the city
into three tribes, so he constituted three Augurs, one for every tribe.
There was a fourth added some time after, probably by Servius Tul-
lius, who increased the tribes to that number. These four being all
chosen out of the Patricii or nobility, in the year of the city 454, the
Tribunes of the people, with much difficulty, procured an order, that
five persons to be elected out of the commons, should be added to
the college.» Afterwards, Sylla the Dictator, A. U.C. 671, made
the number up fifteen.« The eldest of these had the command of
the rest, and was honoured with the title of Magister Collegii.

Their business was to interpret dreams, oracles, prodigies, &c.and
to tell whether any action should be fortunate or prejudicial to any
particular persons, or to the whole commonwealth. Upon this ac-
count, they very often occasioned the displacing of magistrates, the
deferring of public assemnblies, &c. whenever the omens proved
unlucky.

Before we proceed to the several kinds of auguries, it may not be
improper to give an account of the two chief terms by which they
are distinguished in authors, dextra and sinistra. These being dif-
ferently applied by the Greeks and Latins, and very often by the
Latins themselves, (who sometimes speak agreeably to the Grecian
customs, sometimes according to their own,) have given occasion to
many mistakes, which may be all cleared up by this easy observa-
tion; that the Greeks and Romans both deriving the happiness of
their omens from the eastern quarter, the former turned towards
the north, and so had the east on the right hand ; the latter towards
the south, and therefore had the east on their left. Fide Bullene
ger. de Augur. et Auspic. 1. 2. c. 2.

There are five sorts of auguries mentioned in authors.

1. From the appearances in heaven; as thunder, lightning, co

° Plutarch. in Romul, | 9 Florus Epitom. Liv lib. 89.

¢ Liv. kib. 10, * Alex. ab. Alex. lib. 5. chap, 19.
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mets, and other meteors. As suppose of thunder, whether it came
from the right or the left; whether the number of strokes were even
or odd, &c. Only the master of the college could take this sort of
augury.*

2. From birds ; whence they had the names of Auspices, from avis
and specio. Some birds furnish them with observations from their
chattering and singing, others from their flying. The former they
called oscines, the latter prapetes. Of the first sort were crows, pies,
owls, &c.; of the other eagles, vultures, buzzards, and the like.

For the taking of both these sorts of auguries, the observer stood
upon a tower with his head covered, in a gown peculiar to his office,
called Lzna, and turning his face towards the east, marked out the
heavens into four templa or quarters, with his Lituus, a short straight
rod, only a little turning at one end: this done, he staid waiting for
the omen; which never signified any thing, unless confirmed by
another of the same sort.

3. From chickens kept in a coop.or pen for this purpose. The
manner of divining from them was as follows: betimes in the morn-
ing the Augur that was to make the observation, called from hence
Pullarius, (though perhaps the keeper of the chickens had rather that
name,) in the first place commanding a general silence, ordered the
pen to be opened, and threw down a handful of crumbs or corn. If
the chickens did not immediately run fluttering to the meat; if they
scattered it with their wings; if they went by without taking notice
of it, or if they flew away, the omen was reckoned unfortunate, and
to portend nothing but danger or mischance; but if they leaped pre-
sently out of the pen, and fell to so greedily, as to let some of their
meat drop out of their mouths upon the pavement, there was all the
assurance in the world of happiness and success, this augury was
called Zripudium, quasi Terripavium, from striking the earth ; the
old word pavire signifying as much as ferire. We meet with 7¥:
pudium Solistimum, and Zripudium Sonivium, in Festus, both de-.
rived from the crumbs falling to the ground.

4. From beasts. These, as Rosinus reckons them up, were wolves,
foxes, goats, heifers, asses, rams, hares, weasels, and mice. The
general observations about them were, whether they appeared in a
strange place, or crossed the way; or whether they run to the right
or the left, &c.

5. The last sort of divination was from what they called Dire, or
unusual accidents to any person or place ; sneezing, stumbling, see-
ing apparitions, hearing strange voices, the falling of salt upon the

¢ Alex. ab. Alex. lib, 5. chap.19. ¢ 1dem, lib. 9. chap. 29.
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table, the spilling of wine upon one’s clothes, the meeting a wolf, a
fox, a hare, a bitch with whelps, &c.

We may observe, that though any augur might take an observa-
tion ; yet the judging of the omen was left to the decision of the
whole college.®

Cicero has sufficiently exposed these auguries, especially that
about the chickens, in his second book of divination.

The learned Mr. 0. W. has taken notice, that the emperors as-
sumed the office of augurs as well as of pontiffs, as appears from se-
veral coins of Julius, Augustus, Vespasian, Verus, &c. which have
the Augur’s ensigns upon them.

CHAPTER IV.

OF THE ARUSPICES AND PONTIFICES.

THE Aruspices had this name ab aris aspiciendis, from looking
upon the altars; as ab extis inspiciendis, they were called Extis-
pices ; they owe their original to Romulus, who borrowed the in-
stitution from the Tuscans. The Tuscans received it, as the ge-
-peral tradition goes, from a boy that they strangely ploughed up
out of the ground, who obliged them with a discovery of all the
mysteries belonging to this art.” At first only the natives of Tus-
cany exercised this office at Rome; and therefore the senate made
an order, that twelve of the sons of the principal nobility should be
sent into that country to be instructed in the rites and ceremonies
of their religion, of which this secret was a chief part.» The busi-
ness of the Aruspices was to look upon the beasts offered in sacri-
fice, and by them to divine the success of any enterprise. They
took their observations frem four appearances :

1. From the beasts before they were cut up.

2. From the entrails of those beasts after they were cut up.

8. From the flame that used to rise when they were burning.

4. From the flower or bran, from the frankincense, wine and wa-
ter, that they used in the sacrifice.

In the beasts, before they were cut up, they took notice, whether
they were forcibly dragged to the altar ; whether they got loose out
of the leader’s hands; whether they escaped the stroke; or bounded

* Idem, lib. 1. chap. 29, w Idem, de Div. lib. 1.
* Cicero de Div. lib. 2,
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up, and roared very loud when they received it; whether they died
with a great deal of difficulty; all which, with several other omens,
were counted unfortunate : Or whether, on the other side, they fol-
lowed the leader without cowmpulsion; received the blow without
struggling and resistance ; whether they bled easily, and sent out a
great quantity of blood, which gave equal assurance of a prosperous
event.

In the beast when cut up, they observed the colour of the parts,
and whether any were wanting. A double liver was counted highly
unfortunate ; a little, or lean heart, was always unlucky ; if the heart
was wholly missing, nothing could be thought more fatal and dread-
ful, as it happened in two oxen together offered by Julius Czsar, a
little before his murder ; if the entrails fell out of the priest’s hands;
if they were besmeared more than ordinary with bleod ; if they were
of a pale livid colour, they portended sudden danger and ruin.

As to the flame of the sacrifice, it furnished them with a good
omen, if it gathered up violently, and presently consumed the sacri-
fice; if it was clear, pure, and transparent, without any mixture of
smoke, and not discoloured with red, pale, or black; if it was quiet
and calm, not sparkling or crackling, but run up directly in the
shape of a pyramid. On the contrary, it always portended misfor-
tunes, if at first it required much pains to light it; if it did not
burn upright, but rolled into circles and left void spaces between
them ; if it did not presently catch hold on the whole sacrifice, but
crept ap by degrees, from one part to another ; if it happened to be
spread about by the wind, or to be put out by sudden rain, or to
leave any part unconsumed.

In the meal, frankincense, wine and water, they were to observe,
whether they had their due quantity, their proper taste, colour and
smell, &c.

There were several lesser signs which supplied them with con-
jectures, too insignificant to be here mentioned.

Most of those ill omens are hinted at by Virgil, Geor. 3. v. 486.

Saxpe in honore Deim medio stans hastia ad aram, '
Lanea dum nived circumdatur infula vittd,

Inter cunctantes cecidit moribunda minstros.

Aut ¢i quam ferro mactaverat anté sacerdos,

Inde neque impositis ardent altaria fibris,

Nec responsu potest consulias reddere vatas :

Jc viz suppositi tinguntur sanguine cultri,

Summague jejuna sanie infuscatur arena,

The victim ox that was for altars pressed,

Trimmed with white ribbons, ancr with garlands dressed,
Sunk of himself without the gods command,
Preventing the slow ucriﬁcergl hand ;

Or, by the woolly butcher if he fell,

Vhe inspected entrsils could no fate foretell :
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Nor 12id on altars, did pure flames arise,

But clouds of smouldring smoke forbad the sacrifice ;

Scarcely the knife was reddened with his gore,

Or the black poison stained the sandy floor. DRYDEN.

Yet the business of the Aruspices was not restrained to the altars
and sacrifices, but they had an equal right to the explaining all
other portents and monsters. Hence we find them often consulted
by the senate on extraordinary occasions: or if the Roman Arus-
pices lay under a disrepute, others were sent for out of Tuscany,
where this craft mostly flourised, as it was first invented.

The college of Aruspices, as well as those of the other religious
orders, had their particular registers and records, such as the memo-
rials of thunders and lightenings, the Tuscan histories, and the like.

There are but two accounts of the derivation of the name of the
Pontifices, and both very uncertain ; either from pons, and facere;
because they first built the Sublician bridge in Rome, and had the
care of its repair; or from posse and facere, where farcere must be
interpreted to signify the same as offerre and sacrificare. The first of
these is the most received opinion; and yet Plutarch himself hath
called it absurd.* At the first institution of them by Numa, the
number was confined to four, who were constantly chosen out of the
nobility, till the year of the city 454, when five more were ordered
to be added of the commons, at the same time that the Augurs re-
ceived the like addition. And as the Augurs had a college, so the
Pontifices too were settled in such a body. And as Sylla afterwards
added seven Augurs, o he added as many Pontifices to the college:
the first eight bearing the name of Ponfifices majores, and the rest
of minores. .

The office of the Pontifices, was to give judgment in all causes
relating to religion ; to inquire into the lives and manners of the infe-
rior priests, and to punish them if they saw occasion ; to prescribe
rules for public worship ; regulate the feasts, sacrifices, and all other
sacred institutions. Tully, in his oration to them for his house, tells
them, that the honour and safety of the commonwealth, the liberty
of the people, the houses and " fortunes of the citizens, and the very
gods themselves, were all entrusted to their care, and depended
wholly on their wisdom and management.

The master or superintendant of the Pontifices was ene of the
most, honourable offices in the commonwealth. Numa, when he in-
stituted the order, invested himself first with his dignity, as Plu-
tarch informs us; though Livy attributes it to another person of the
same name. Festus’s definition of this great priest is Judex atque

* In Numa,
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Arbiter rerum humanarum divinarumgue, the Judge and Arbitrator
of divine and human affairs. Upon this account all the emperors,
after the example of Julius Czsar and Augustus, either actually
took upon them the office, or at least used the name. And even
the Christian emperors, for some time, retained this in the ordina-
ry enumeration of their titles; till the time of Gratian, who (as we
learn from’ Zosimus) absolutely refused it.

Polydore Virgil: does not question but this was an infallible omen
of the authority which the bishop of Rome enjoys to this day, un-
der the name of Pontifex Maximus.

D PG

CHAPTER V.

OF THE FLAMINES, REX SACRORUM, BALII, FESCIALES, AND
SODALES.

THE name of the Flamines is not much clearer than the former.
Plutarch makes it a corruption of pilamines from pileus, a sort of cap
proper to the order. Varro, Festus, and Servius, will have it a con-
traction of filamines, from filum ; and tells us, that fipding their caps
too heavy and troublesome, they took up a lighter fashion, only bind-
ing a parcel of thread about their heads. Others derive the word
from flamina or flameum, a sort of turban, which they make them to
have worn ; though this generally signifies a woman’s veil. Rosinus
and Mr. Dodwell declare for the second of these opinions ; Polydore
Virgil has given his judgment in favour of the third.

Numa at first discharged several offices of religion himself, and
designed that all his successors should do the like ; but because he
thought the greatest part of them would partake more of Romulus’s
genius than his own, and that their being engaged in warlike enter-
prizes might incapacitate them for this function, he instituted these
Flamines to take care of the same services, which by right belonged
to the kings.

The only three constituted at first were Flamen Dialis, Martialis,
and Quirinalis. The first was sacred to Jupiter; and a person of
the highest authority in the commonwealth. He was obliged to ob-
serve several superstitious restraints, as well as honoured with several
eminent privileges, béyond other officers ; which are reckoned upat

¥ Histor. lib. 4. s De rer. invent. lib. 4. chap. 14.
* De rerum invent. lib. 4. chap. 14+ b Liv- lib. 1,
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large by Gllius.e The same author tells us, that the wife of this
Flamen had the name of Flaminica, and was intrusted with the care
of several ceremonies peculiar to her place. '

But to be sure, the greatness of the dignity was sufficiently dimi-
nished in succeding times ; otherwise we cannot imagine that Julius
Casar should have been invested with it at seventeen years of age
as Suetonius? informs us he was, or that Sylla should have so easily
driven him from his office and from his house.

The other two were of less, yet of very eminent authority ; ordain-
ed to inspect the rites of Mars and Romulus. All three were chosen
out of the nobility. Several priests of the same order, though of in-
ferior power and dignity, were added in later times; the whole num-
ber being generally computed at fifteen. Yet Fenestella (or the au-
thor under his name) assures us from Varro, that the old Romans
had a particular Flamen for every deity they worship.®

Though the Flamen Dialis discharged several religious duties that
properly belonged to the kings, yet we meet with another officer of
greater authority, who seems to have been purely designed for that
employment : and this was the Rex Sacrificidus, or Sacrorum. Dio-
nysius gives us the original of this institution as follows : * Because
the kings had in a great many respects been very serviceable to the
state, the establishers of the commonwealth thought it very proper
to keep always the name of kingin the city. Upon this account
they ordered the Augurs and Pontifices to choose out a fit person,
who should engage never to have the least hand in civil affairs, but
devote himself wholly to the care of the public worship and ceremo-
nies of religion, with the title of Rex Sacrorum.”® And Livy in-
forms us, that the office of Rex Sacrorum, was therefore made infe-
rior to that of Pontifex Maximus, for fear that the name of king,
which had been formerly so odious to the people, might for all this
restraint, be.still, in some measure, prejudicial to their liberty.=.

Salii.—The original uf Salii may be thus gathered from Plutarch.
In the eighth year of Numa’s reign, a terrible pestilence spreading
itself over Italy, among other places miserably infested Rome. The
citizens were almost grown desperate, when they were comforted
on a sudden by the report of a brazen target, which (they say) fell
into Numa’s hands from heaven. The king was assured by the con-
ference he maintained with the nymph Egeria and the muses, that
the target was sent from the gods for the cure and safety of the city ;
and this was soon verified by the miraculous ceasing of the sick-
ness. They advised him, too, to make eleven other targets, so like

< Noct. Att. lib, 10, chap. 15 ¢ De Sacerdotiis, chap. 5.
4 Chap. 1. f Antiq. lib. 5. ¢ Liv, lib, 2.



92 OF TME RELIGION OF

in their dimensions and form to the original, that in case there should
be a design of stealing it away, the true might not be distinguished
or known from those which were counterfeited; by which means it
would be more difficult to defeat the counsels of fate, in which it
had been determined, that, while this was preserved, the city should
prove happy and victorious. This difficult work one Verterius Ma-
murius very luckily performed, and made eleven others that Numa
himself could not know from the first. They were worked into an
oval form, with several folds or plaits closing one over another.
They exactly fitted the elbow by their figure ; and were thence call-
ed ancylia, from @xyvas, which signifies a crooked javelin; or from
the cubit (&y=a,) that part of the arm between the wrist and the el-
bow, upon which they carried the Ancylia:* For the keeping of
these, Numa instituted an order of priests, called Salii, d saliendo,
from leaping or dancing. They lived all in a body, and composed a
college consisting of the same number of men with the bucklers
which they preserved. The three seniors governed the rest; of
whom the first had the name of Prasul, the second of Vates, and the
other of Magister.! In the month of March was their great feast,
when they carried their sacred charge about the city. At this pro-
cession they were habited in a short scarlet cassock, having round
them a broad belt clasped with brass buckles. On their head they
wore a sort of copper helmet. In this manner they went on with a
nimble motion, keeping just measures with their feet, and demon-
strating great strength and agility by the various and handsome
turns of their bodys They sung all along a set of old verses called
Carmen salaire ; the original form of which was composed by Numa.
They were sacred to Mars (the ancylia, or targets, being parts of
armour) who from them took the nae of Salisubsulus. And there-
fore, upon account of the extraordinary noise and shaking that they
made in their dances, Catullus, to signify a strong bridge, has used
the phrase,
In quo vel Salisubsuli sacra fiunto®

Unless the conjecture of Vossius be true, that Salisubsulus is here a
corruption from salii ipsulis ; the performers in those dances bearing
with them, among other superstitious trifles, a sort of thin plates
worked into the shapes of men and women, which they called ipsiles,
or subsiles, and ipsule, or subsule. Upon admitting this opinion,
Mars must lose his name of Salisubsulus ; and Pacuvius cannot relieve
- him; because the verse with this word in it commonly cited from
that old poet, is thought (by Vossius at least) to be a mere fiction

h Plutarch. in Nurna. j Plutsrch. in Num.
i Alex. ab Alex, lib. 1. chap. 26. k Catull. Carm. 17,
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of Muretus’s, who was noted for this kind of forgery. See Veoss. in
Catull. p. 46.

Though the month of March (dedicated to that god) was the pro-
per time for carrying about the ancylia; yetif at any time a just and
lawful war had been proclaimed by order of the senate, against any
state or people, the Salii were in a solemn manner to move the ancy-
lia; as if by that means they roused Mars from his seat, and sent
him out to the assistance of their arms.!

Tullus Hostilius afterwards increased the college with twelve
more 8alii, in pursuance of a vow he made in the battle with the Sa-
bines. And therefore, for distinction’s sake, the twelve first were ge-
nerally called Salii Palatini, from the Palatine mountain, whence they
began their procession; the other Salii Collini or Agonenses, from
the Quirinal hill, sometimes called Mons Agonalis, where they had
a chapel, in one of the highest eminences of the mountain.»

Alexander ab Alexandro has observed, that the entertainments of
these priests upon their solemn festivals were exceeding costly and
magnificent, with all the variety of music, garlands, perfumes, &c. ;*
and therefore Horace uses dapes saliares° for delicate meats, as he
does pontificum cenzr for great regalios. ’

Feciales.—The Feciales Varro derives from fides, because they
had the care of the public faith in leagues and contracts. Others
bring the word a feedere faciendo,on the same account. Their ori--
ginal in Italy was very ancient. Dionysius Halicarn, finds them
among the Aborigines, under the name of exevdogeges, libaminum
latores: And Virgil intimates as much in several places. Numa
first instituted the order at Rome,: consisting of twenty persons,r
chosen out of the most eminent families in the city, and settled in
a college. Itis probable he ranked them among the officers of re-
ligion, to procure them the more deference and authority, and to
make their persons more sacred in the commonwealth.

Their office was to be the arbitrators of all controversies relating
to war and peace ; nor was it lawfal on any account to take up arms
till they had declared all means and expedients that might tend to an
accommodation to be insufficient. In case the republic had suffered
any injury from a foreign state, they despatched these Feciales, who
were properly heralds, to demand satisfaction ; who, if they could
procure no restitution or just return, calling the gods to witness
against the people and country, immediately denounced war ; other-

! Alex. ab Alex, lib. 1. chap. 26. p Lib. 1. Od.14.

= Dionys. Halic. lib. 3. 9 Dionys. Liv.

n Gen. Dier lib 1. chap. 6. r Alex. ab. Alex. lib. 5. chap. 3.
o Lib. 1, 0d. 37.
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wise they confirmed the alliance that had been formerly made, or
contracted a new one.* But the ceremonies used upon both these
occasions, will fall more properly under another head. It is enough
to observe here, that both the affairs were managed by these offi-
cers, with the consent of the senate and people.

As to the Pater Patratus, it is not easy to determine whether he
was a constant officer, and the chief of the Feciales, or whether he
was not a temporary master, elected upon account of making a peace
or denouncing a war, which were both done by him. Rosinus makes
him the constant governor or master of the Feciales; Fenestella (or
the author under his name) a distinct officer altogether.: Pomponius
Lztus  and Polydore Virgil tell us, that he was only chosen by
one of the Feciales, out of their own body, upon such occasions as
we have just mentioned. The latter opinion may be defended by the
authority of Livy, who, in order to the treaty with the Albans before
the triple combat of the Horatii and Curiatii, makes one of the Fe-
ciales chosen a Pater Patratus to perform that ceremony.* The per-
son to be instrusted with the office must have been one who had a
father and a son both alive; and therefore Pater Patratus is no more
than a more perfect sort of father ; as they imagined him to be whose
own father was still living, after he himself had been a father for
some time. Perhaps too they might fancy him to be the fittest judge
in affairs of such consequence, who could see as' well behind as be-
fore him.” .

Though the members of any collegiate body, and particularly the
free tradesmen of the several companies, are often called Sodales ;
yet those who challenged that name by way of eminence, were reli-
gious officers, instituted to take care of the festivals and annual ho-
nours of great persons deceased. The firat of this order were the So-
dales Titii, created to supervise the solemnities in memory of Tatius
the Sabine king. Tiberius founded a college of the same nature, and
gave the members the title of Sodales Augustales; their business
was to inspect the rites paid to Augutus Casar after his death ; and
to perform the same good offices to the whole Julian family, as the
old Sodales Titii preserved the sacred memorials of all the Sabine
race.

Afterwards we meet with the Sodales Antoniniani, Helviani, Al-
exandrini, &c. instituted on the like accounts, but so restraine¢ to

 Plutarch.in Num, ¥ Deinvent, rer. lib, 4. chap, 14.
! Lib. 3. chup. 21, ® Lib. 1 chap. 24,
® De Sacerdot, Rom. chap. 6. ¥ Plutarch. in Quexstion. Roman.

v Ibid.




THE ROMANS. 93

the service of the particular emperors, that the Antoniniani, for ex-
ample, were divided into the Pii, Lucii, Marci, &c. according to the
proper name of the prince on whose honaurs they were to attend.
Vide Dodwell. Prelect. 1. ad Spartian. Hadrian. 8. 5.

——D § G

CHAPTER VI.
ON THE VESTALS.

THE institution of the Vestal Virgins is generally attributed to
Numa ; though we meet with the sacred fire long before, and even
in the time of Eneas. But perhaps Numa was the first who settled
the order, and built a temple to the Goddess in Rome.* Their office
was to attend upon the rites of Vesta, the chief part of it* being the
preservation of the holy fire, which Numa, fancying fire to be the
first principle of all things, committed to their charge. Ovid tells
us, that they understood nothing else but fire by Vesta herself:

Nec tu aliud Vestam qudm vivam intellige flummam b
‘Though sometimes he makes her the same as the earth:
Tellus Vestague numen idem cet.©

Polydore Virgil reconciles the two names by observing, that fire,
or the neutral heat by which all things are produced, is inclosed in
the earth.¢

They were obliged to keep this fire with all the care in the world;
and, if it happened to go out, it was thought impiety to light it atany
common flame, but they made use of the pure and unpolluted rays
of the sun.© Every year, on the first of March, whether it had gone
out or not, they always lighted it a-new.” There were other relics
and holy things under their care, of which we have very uncertain
accounts; particularly the famous Palladium brought from Troy by
ZXneas; for Ulysses and Diomedes stole only a counterfeit one, a
copy of the other, which was kept with less care.

Dionysius and Plutarch assure us, that Numa constituted only
four virgins for this service; and that the same number remained
ever after, And therefore a great antiquary is certainly mistaken,
when he makes the number increased to twenty.s.

They were admitted into this society between the years of six

* Virg. ZEneid. lib. 2. 297. ¢ Plutarch. in Numa.
* Plutarch. et Dionysius. f Alex, ab Alex. lib, v. chap. 12. Ma-
b Fast. 6. v. 231. crob Saturnal lib. 1. chap. 12,

< Fast. 6, v. 460. : t Alex. ab Alex. ibid.
¢ De invent. rer. lib. 1, chap. 14.
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and ten; and were not properly said to be elected or created, but
capte, taken ; the Pontifex Maximus taking her that he liked by the
hand, and leading her, as it wer= by force, from her parents.*

The chief rules prescribed them by their founder, were to vow
the strictest chastity for the space of thirty years. The first ten
they were only novices, obliged to learn the ceremonies, and perfect
themselves in the duties of their religion. The next ten years they
actually discharged the sacredotal function;and spent the remain-
ing ten in teaching and instructing others. After this term was com-
pleated, they had liberty to leave the order, and choose any condi-
tion of life that bé# suited with their inclinations ; though this was
counted unlucky, and therefore seldom put in practice. Upon com-
mission of any lesser faults, they were punished as the Pontifex Maxi-
mus (who had the care of them) thought fit. But if they broke their
vew of virginity, they were constantly buried alive in a place with-
out the city wall, alloted for that particular use,! and thence called
campus seleratus, as Festus informs us,

But this severe condition was recompensed with several privileges

and prerogatives. When they went abroad, they had the fasces car-
ried before them,! a consul or the prator being obliged to give them
the way.* Audifin their walk they casually lighted upon a male-
fagtor leading to execution, they had the favour to deliver him from
the hands of justice, provided they made oath that their meeting
was purely accidental, without any compact or design.!

CHAPTER VIIL.

OF THE DUUMVIRI, DECEMVIRI, AND QUINDECEMVIRI, KEEPERS OF
THE SIBYLLINE WRITINGS ; AND OF THE CORYBANTES, OR PRIESTS
OF CYBELE, AND THE EPULONES.

THE first of these orders, famous only on account of the relics
they preserved, owe their original to this occasion :

A strange old woman came once to Tarquinius Superbus with
nine books, which she said were the oracles of the Sibyls, and prof-
fered to sell them. But the king making some scruple about the
price, she went away and burnt three of them ; and returning with
the six, asked the same sum as before. Tarquin only laughed at

b A. Gell. Iib. 1 chap. 12. k Alex.ab Alex. Iib.'5. chap. 12.
t Plutarch.in Num. § Ibid. L Plutarch id Num.
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the humour; upon.which the old woman left him once more ; and
after she had burnt three others, came again with those that were
left, but still kept to her old terms. The king began now to wonder
at her obstinacy, and thinking there might be something more than
ordinary in the business, sent for the Augurs to consult what was
to be done. They, when their divinations were performed, soon ac-
quainted him what a piece of impiety he had been guilty of, by re-
fusing a treasure sent to him from heaven, and commanded him to
give whatever she demanded for the books that remained. The wo-
man received her money, and delivered the writings, and only
charging them by all means to keep them sacred, immediately van.
ished. Two of the nobility were presently after chosen to be the
keepers of these oracles, which were laid up with all imaginable
care in the capitol in a chest under ground. They could not be con-
sulted without a special order from the senate, which was never
granted unless upon the receiving some notable defeat, upon the ris-
ing of any considerable mutiny or sedition in the state : or upon some
other extraordinary occasion;™ several of which we meet with in
Livy.»

The number of priests, in this as in most other orders, was several
times altered. The Duumviri* continued till about the year of the
city 388, when the tribunes of the people preferred a law, that there
should be ten men elected for this service, part out of the nobility,
and part out of the commons. We meet with the Decemviri all along

“from hence, till about the time of Sylla the dictator, when the Quin-
decemviri eccur; which addition of five persons may, with very good
reason, be attributed to him, who increased so many of the other or-
ders. It were needless to give any farther account of the Sibyls, than
that they are generally agreed to have been ten in number ; for which
we have the authority of Varro; though some make them nine, some
four, some three, and some only one.© Theyall livedin different ages
and countries, were all prophetesses ; and, if we believe the common
opinion, foretold the coming of our Saviour. As to the writing,
Dempster tells us, it was in linen.? But one would think the com-
mon phrase of Folia Sibylle, used by Virgil, Horace, and other cred-
ible authors, should argue, that they wrote their prophecies on
leaves of trees ; especially if we consider the great antiquity which
is generally allowed them, and are assured at the same time by
ley,'l that this was the oldest way of writing.

* They had the common name of Duumviri (Decemviri, or Quindecemvuiri)
Sacrie faciandis.

= Dionys. Antiq. lib. 4.

s Particularly lib. 3. chap. 10. b, 5. chap. 13.1ib. 7. chap. 28 lib. 4. chap. 21.

> Dempster ad Rosin. lib, 3, chap 21, P 1bid. e Lib. 33, chap. 11.
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Soliniis acquaints us, that these books which Tarquin brought were
burnt in the conflagration of the capitol, the year before Sylla’s dic-
tatorship.” Yet there were others of their inspired writings, or at
least copies or extracts from them, gathered up in Greece and other
parts, upon a special search made by order of the senate ; which
were kept with the same superstition as the former, till about the
time of Theodosius the Great, when, the greatest part of the senate
having embraced the Christian faith, such vanities began to grow
out of fashion; till at last Stilicho burnt them all, under Honorius,
for which he is so severely censured by the noble poet Rutilius, in
his ingenious Itinerary :

Nec tantum Geticis grassatus proditor armis,

Jinte Sz?llinz Jata cremavit Opis.
Odimus Altheam consumpto funere torris ;

Nig:rum crinem flere putantur gues.
At Stilicho aterni fatalia pignora libri,

Et plenas voluit preecipitare colus.
Nor only Roman urms the wretch betray’d v
‘To barbarous foes; before that cursed deed
He burnt the writings of the sucred maid.
‘We hate Althza for the fatal brand ; .
When Nisus fell, the weeping birds complain’d :
More cruel he than the revengeful fair ;
More cruel he than Nisus’ murderer ;
‘Whose impious hands into the flames have thrown
The heavenly pledges of the Roman crown,
Unravelling all the doom that careful fate had spun.

Among all the religious orders, as we meet with none oftener in
authors, 8o there were none of such an extravagant constitution as
the priests of Cybele. We find them under the different names of
Curetes, Corybantes, Galli, and Idzi Dactyli;* but can scarce get
one tolerable etymology of either. As for Cybele herself, she is
generally taken for the earth, and is the same with Rhea, Ops, Be-
recinthia, the Idzan Mother, the Mother of the gods, and the Great
Goddess. She was invited and received into Rome, from Pesinus in
Galatia, with great solemnity, upon advice of the Sibylline oracles.t .

But to return to her priests ; we find little of any certainty about
them, only that they were all eunuchs, and by nation Phrygians;
and, that in their solemn processions they danced in armour making
a confused noise with timbrels, pipes, and cymbals, howling all the
while as if they were mad, and cutting themselves as they went along.
One would little think that this was the goddess who required such
a sacred silence in her mysteries, as Virgil* would persuade us she
did. And the best we could suppose at the sight of this bawling re-
tinue, is that they were going to settle a swarm of bees ; for which
service the same poet recommends the use of the cymbals of Cybele,”

r Polyhistor. chaql).& t Liv 1ib.29. chap. 14.
* Dionys. Auntiq. lib. 4, © Eneid. 3. v Georg. 4.
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But we cannot have a better relation of the original, and the man-
ner of their strange solemnity, than what Lucretius has given us in
‘his second book :

Hanc varia gentes, antiquo more sacrorum,
Idyam vocitant Matrem, Phrygiasque catervas
Dant comites ; qui primum ex illis fintbus edunt
Per terrarum orbem fruges capizee creari.
Guiles attribuunt. guia. numen qui violaring
Matris. et ingrati geniioribus inventi sunt,
Significare volunt indignos esse putandos,
Fivum progeniem qui in oras luminis edant.
Tympana tenta tonant palmis et cymbala circum
Concavu raucisensque mi corpua cantu,
Et Phrygio stimula: numero cava t:bra mentes ;.
Telague praportant vio'enti signa furoris,
Ingrates amimos. atque impiu pectura volgi
Cunterrerk metu qux possint numine dive.

* [ L » -

Hic armata manus ( Curetae nomine Graii ;
Quos memoran: Phrygios) inter se forte caternis
Ludunt, numerumgue exsultant sanguine lati ; et
Terrificas capitum quatientis numine cristas.
Dictaos referunt Curetas ; qui Jovs illum
Vagitum in Creta quondam occultasse fereutur,
Cum pueri circum puerum pernsce chored
Armati in numerum pulsarent aribus ara,
Ne Saturnus eam malis mandaret adeptus,

@ Aternumgue daret matri sub pectore vulnus.

Coicerning her, fond superstition frames }

A odA concetits, a th d numes,
And gives her a large train of Phrygian dames:
Because in Phrygia corn at first took birth,
And thence was scatter’d o’er the other earth.
They eunuch all her priests ; from whence tis shown,
That they deserve no children of their own,
‘Who or abuse their sires, or disrespect,
Or treat their mothers with a cold neglect;
Their mothers whom they should adore.——
Amidst her pomp fierce drums and cymbuls beat,
And the hoarse horns with rattling notes do threat ; o
The pipe with Plirygian airs disturbs their souls,”
Till, reason overthrown, mad passion rules.
They carry arms, those dreadful signs of war,
To raise i’ th’ impious rout religious fear.
. L - . - L

Here some in arms dance round among the crowd,

Look dreadful gay in their own sparkling blood,

Their crests still shaking with a dreadful nod.

These represent those armed priests who strove

To drown the tender cries of infant Jove :

By ncinﬁ uick they made a greater sound,

And beat their armour as they dunc’d around,

Lest Saturn should have found, and eat the boy,

And Ops for ever mourn’d her prattling joy. CREELHL

But we must not omit a more comical, though a shorter account,
that we have of them in Juvenal:
~—— Matrisque Delm chorus intra, et ingene
Semivir obscaeno fucies reverenda minori,
Mollia gui rapta secuit genitalia testd,
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Jampnidem cui rauca cohors, cui tympana cedans
Plebeia.w

And Cybele’s priests, an eunuch at their head,

About the streets s mad procession led ;

The venerable gelding, large and high

O’crlouks the herd of his in‘i'erior fry;

His awkward clergymen about him prance, °

And beat their timbrels to their mystic dance. DRYDEN.

The Epulones, at their first creation, Livy* assures us, wers
only three : Soon after they were increased to seven ; whence they
are commonly called Septemviri Epulonum, or barely Septemviri, or
the Septemviratus; and some report that Julius Czsar, by adding
three more, changed them to a Decemvirate :t hough it is certain they
kept their old name. They had their name from a custom which
obtained among the Romans, in time of public danger, of making a
sumptuous feastin their temples, to which they did, as it were, invite
the deities themselves; for their statues were brought on rich beds,
with their pulvinaria too, or pillows, and placed at the most honour-
able part of the table as the principal guests. These regalios they
called epule, or lectisternia ; the care of which belonged to the Epu-
lones. This priesthood is by Pliny junior set on an equal footing
with that of the Augurs; when, upon a vacancy in each order, he
supplicates his master Trajan to be admitted to either. "The whole
epistle ought to be set down for an example of modesty and wit.

PrLinivs Trasano.

Cum sciam, Domine, ad testimonium laudemgue morum meorum
pertinere tam boni principis judicio exornari, rogo, dignitati, ad
quam me provexit indulgentia tua, vel auguratum, vel septemvira-
tum, quia vacant, adjicere digneris: ut jure sacerdotii precari deos
pro te publice possim, quas nunc precor pietate privatd.

CHAPTER VIIIL
OF THE ROMAN SACRIFICES.

THE word sacrificium, more properly signifies the thing offered
than the action of offering. The two common words to express the
former, were victima and hosfia ; which, though they are very often
confounded, yet by the first word are properly meant the greater
sort of sacrifices, by the other the less.

w Juv, Sat. 6. = Lib. 35.
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Though every deity had some peculiar rites and institutions, and
consequently different sorts of sacrifices, in which the greatest part
of the public worship then consisted ; yet there were some stand-
ing rules and ceremonies to be observed in all.

The Priest (and sometimes the person that gave the victim) went
before in a white garment free from spots and figures; for Cicero
tells us, that white is the most acceptable colour to the gods; I
suppose, because it seems to denote purity and innocence.

The beast to be sacrificed, if it was of the larger sort, used to be
marked on the horns with gold ; if of the lesser sort, it was crowned
with the leaves of that tree which the deity was thought most to de-

‘light in for whom the sacrifice was designed. And besides these,
they wore the infule and vittz, a sort of whlte fillets, about their
head.

Before the procession went a public crier, proclaiming Hoc age td
the people, to give them notice that they should forbear working,
and attend to the solemnity. The pipers and harpers, too, were the
forerunners of the show ; and what time they could spare from their
instruments, was spent in assisting the crier to admonish the peo-
ple. The sacrifice being brought to the altar, the priest took hold
of the altar with one hand, and ushered in the solemnity with a
prayer to all the gods ; mentioning Janus and Vesta always first and
last, as if through them' they had access to the rest. During the
prayer, some public officer was to command the strictest silence, for
which the common expression was Favete linguis, a phrase used by
Horace.” Juvenal,* Tibullus,» §c. And the piper played all the
while to hinder the hearing of any unlucky noise. After his prayer,
the priest began the sacrifice with what they called immolatio,
¢though, by a Synecdoche, the word is often taken for the whole act
of sacrificing,) the throwing some sort of corn and frankincense, to-
gether with the mwla, i. e, bran or meal mixed with salt, upon the
head of the beast. In the next place he sprinkled wine between the
horns; a custom very often taken notice of by the poets; so Virgil:

Ipaa tenens dextrd pateram pulcherrima Dido
Candentis vaccx media inter cornua fundit.b

O’¢r the white heifer’s horns the beauteous queen
Holds the rich plate, und pours the wine between.
And Ovid more expressly :
Rode, caper, vitem ; tamen hiac, cum stabis ad aras,
In tua quod fundi cornua possit, erit.s
Go, wanton goat, about the vineyard browze
On the young shoots, and stop the rising juice;
You'll leave enough to pour between your horns,
‘When for your sake the hallowed altar burns.
s Lib. 3. 04, 1, s Lib. 2. Eleg. 1 < Fast. 1,
2 Sat. 12 b Eneid. 4. v. 6,0.
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But before he poured the wine on the beast, he put the plate to
his own mouth, and just touched it with his lips, giving it to those
that stood near him to do the like. This they termed libatio.

In the next place, he plucked off some of the roughest hairs grow-
ing between the horns of the beast, and threw them into the fire,as
the prima libamia :

Et summas capiens media inter cornua setas,
Ignibue imnponis sacrie, libamina prima.d

The bristling hairs that on the forehead grew,
As the firet offering oun the fire she threw.

_ And now turning himself to the east, he only made a sort of crook-
ed line with his knife from the forehead to the tail ; and then deliver-
ed the beast to the public servants to kill. We find these inferior
officers under the several names of Popz, Agones, Cultrarii, and
Victimarii: Their business, besides the killing of the beast, was to
take off his skin, to bowel him, and to wash the whole body. Then
the duty of the Aruspex came in place, to search the entrails for
good and bad omens. 'When this was over, the priests had nothing
else to do but to lay what parts they thought fittest for the gods
upon the altar, and to go and regale themselves upon the rest. See
Alex. ab. Alex. lib. 4. chap. 17.

L
‘ — ¢ G

CHAPTER IX.

OF THE ROMAN YEAR.

WE meet with three accounts in use at several times among the
Romans, which owe their original to Romulus, Numa, and Julias
Czsar. Romulus divided his year into ten months, which Plutarch
would persuade us had no certain or equal term, but consisted, some
of twenty days, some of thirty-five, and some of more.* But he is
generally allowed to have settled the number of days with a great
deal more equality, allotting to March, May, Quintilis, and October,
one and thirty days; to April, June, Sextilis, November, and De-
cember, thirty ; making up in all three hundred and four days.*

Scilicet arma magis quam sidera, Rymule. noras.

Scaliger indeed is very angry that people should think:the Romans
had everany otheraccount, thanby twelve months.¢ Butitis probable
that the testimonies of Varro, Macrobius, Censorinus, Ovid, &c. will

4 Eneid. 6.v.246.  f Macrob. Saturn. lib. 1. chap. 12. - Censor de Die Na-
¢ Plut. in Numa, tal, chap. 20, &c¢. & De Eméndat. Tempor, lib, .
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overrule the bare words of Licinius Macer and Fenestella, which
are all he produces. As to the names of Romulus’s months, the first
to be sure was consecrated to Mars, the father of the state. The
next too may be fetched from Venus, the other guardian parent of
the Romans, if we admit of the allusion between the word Aprilia
and ’A¢geira, her name in Greek: though it is generally derived,
from aperio, to open, because this is the chief part of the spring in
which the buds and flowers open and disclose themselves.* May,
he named so from Maia the mother of Mercury, according to Plu-
tarch ;' though Mocrobius makes the Maia to whom May was dedi-
cated the same as Rhea, Ops, or the Earth, and different from Mer
cury’s mother.) Ovid brings it d@ senibus, i. e. @ majoribus.x June
either comes from Juventus, because this is the youthful and gay
part of the year;! orelse it is a contraction of Junenius, and dedi-
cated to the goddess Juno.= The other months he denominated as
they stood in order ; so Quintilis is no more than the fifth month,
Sextilis than the sixth ; and so on : But these two afterwards chang-
ed their names to July and August, in honour of Julius Czsar and
his successor Augustus. As Nero had afterwards called April Ne-
ronius ;* so Plutarch tells us, that Domitian, too, in imitation of
them, gave the two months immediately following the names of
Germancius and Domitianus ; but he being slain, they recovered
their old denominations.®
Numa was a little better acquainted with the celestial motions -

than his predecessor ; and therefore undertaking to reform the cal-
ender, in the first place ke added the two months of January and
February ; the first of which he dedicated to the god Janus; the
other took its name from februo, to purify, because the feats of puri-
fication were celebrated in that month.s To compose these two
months, he put fifty days to the old three hundred and four, to
make them answer the course of the moon ; and then took six more
from the six months that had even days, adding one odd day meore
than he ought to have done, merely out of superstition, and to make
the number fortunate. However, he could get but eight and twenty
days for February : and, therefore, that month was always count-
edunlucky.r Besides this, he observed the difference between the
solar and the lunar course to be eleven days; and to remedy the
inequality, he doubled those days after every two years, adding an
interstitial month to follow February, which Plutarch calls in one
place Mercidinus,” and in another Mercidonius.* But the care of

b Plut. in Num. Maerob. 8at. lib. 1. = Macrob. ubi supra.
12. » Suct. in Ner. chap. 55.
i In Numa. j Sat. lib. 1. chap. 12, ° Plut. in Numa. » Ibid.
k Fast. 1. v. 41, 4 Censorin. de Die Natal. chap. 20
! Plut. in Numa. * In Numa. ¢ In Jul. Cxa.
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this intercalation being left to the priests, they clapped in or left
out the month whenever they pleased, as they fancied it lucky or
unlucky, and so made such mad work, that the festivals and solemn
days for sacrifice were removed by little and little, till, at last,
they came to be kept at a season quite contrary to what they had
been formerly.t

Julius Czsar was the first that undertook to remedy the disorder ;
and to this purpose he called in the best philosophers and mathema-
ticians of his time, to settle the point. In orderto bring matters
right, he was forced to make one confused year of fifteen months, or
four hundred and forty-five days ; but, to preserve a due regulation
for the future, he took away the intercalary months; and adding
ten days to Numa’s three hundred and fifty-five, equalled them to
the course of the sun, except six odd hours. The ten days he distri-
buted among those seven months that had before but nine and twen-
ty; and as for the six hours, he ordered them to be let alone till
they made up a whole day ; and this every fourth year he put in the
same place where the month used to be inserted before ;» and that
was just five days before the end of February, or next before the
sixth of the calends of March. For this reason the supenumerary
day had the name of Dies Bissextus; and thence the leap-year came
to be called Annus Bissextilis.

But the priests, who had been the authors of the old confusion,
committed as great a blunder in the new competition, by interposing
the leap-day at the beginning of every fourth year instead of the
end ; till Augustus Czsar brought it into the right course again,* in
which it has continued ever since, and is followed by a great part
of Europe at this day.

Yet because there wanted eleven minutes in the six odd hours of
Juliue’s year, the Equinoxes and Solstics losing something continu-
ally, were found, about the year 1582, to have run back ten whole
days ; for which reason, Pope Gregory at that time undertook a new
reformation of the calendar, cutting off ten days to bring them to
their proper places. This account they call the Gregorian or New
Style, which is observed too in many parts of Europe.

¢In Jul. Cas. v Macrob Sat. lib. 1. chap. 14. Sucton.
© Censorin, chap. 20. tn August. chap. 31.




THE ROMANS. 108

CHAPTER X.

THE DISTINCTION OF THE ROMAN DAYS.

WHEN Numa divided the year into twelve months, he made a
distinction too in the days, ranking them in these three orders:
Dies Festi, Profesti, and Intercisi :

The first sort was consecrated to the gods :

The second allotted for the civil business of men :

The third divided between sacred and ordinary employments.

The Dies Festi were set apart for the celebration of these four
solemnities, Sacrificia, Epule, Ludi, and Ferie. .

Sacrificia were no more than public sacrifices to the gods.

Epulse were a sort of banquets celebrated to the honour of the -
deities.

Ludi were public sports instituted with the same design.

Ferize were either public or private.

"'The public were of four sorts : Stative, Conceptive, Imperative,

. and Nundinsg.

Feriz Stative were public feasts kept by the whole city, accord-
ing to the set time appointed in the calendar for their observation;
as the Agonalia, Carmentalia, Lupercalia, &c.

Ferize Conceptive were such as the magistrates, or priests ap-
pointed annually to be celebrated upon what days they pleased ; as
the Latine, Paganalia, Compitalia, &c.

Ferie Imperative were such as the consuls, pretors, or dictators,
instituted by virtue of their own authority, and commanded to be

observed upon solemn occasions, as the gaining of a victory, and the
like. ’

Nundinz were days set apart for the concourse of the people out
of the country and neighbouring towns, to expose their commodities
to sale, the same as our greater markets or fairs. They had the
name of Nundinz, because they were kept every ninth day, as Ovid

_ informs us.* It must be remembered, that though the Nundinz at

first were of the number of the Ferie, yet they were afterwards by a
law declared to be Dies Fasti, that the country people might not be
hindered in their work, but might at the same time perform their
business of market and sale, and also have their controversies and
causes decided by the prator; whereas otherwise they must have
been forced to come to town again upon the usual court-days,

w Fast. 1. vers. 54.
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Feriz Privatee, were holidays observed by particular persons or
families upon several accounts; as birth-days, funerals, and the like.

Thus much for the Dies Festi.

The- Profesti were Fasti Commales, Comperendini, Stati, and
Preliares.

Dies Fasti were the same as our court-days, upon which it was
lawful for the prator to sit in judgment, and consequently Fart tria
verba, to say those three solemn words, Do, Dico, Addico, 1 sit
here to give laws, declare right, adjudge losses.” . All other days
(except the intercisi) were called Nefasti ; because it was not lawful
to say those three words upon them; that is, the courts were not
open. But we may observe from a phrase of Horace,* that Dies
Nefastus signifies an unlucky day, as well as a non-court day.

Dies Comitiales, were such days as the Comitia, or public assem-
blies of the people, were held upon; or, as Ovid styles them,

Queis populum jus est includere septis.y
Days when people are shut up to vote.

Dies Comperendzm, were days when persons that had been sued
might give bail ; properly, days of adjournment.

Dies Stati, were days appointed for the decision of any cause be-
tween a Roman and a foreigner.

Dies Preliares, were such days upon which they thought it lawful
toengage inany action of hostility ; for during the time of some par-
ticular feasts, as the Saturnalia, the Lating, and that which they
called Cum mundus patet, consecrated to Dis and Proserpina, they
reckoned it a piece of impiety to raise, march, or exercise their men,
or to encounter with the enemy, unless first attacked.

If we make a division of the Roman days into fortunate and un-
fortunate ; Dies Postriduani, i. e. the next ddy after the kalends,
nones, or ides, were always reckoned of the latter sort; and there-
fore had the names of Dies Atri.

A. Gellius gives us the reason of this observation from Perrius
Flaccus, because they had taken notice for several ages, that those
days have proved unlucky to the state in the loss of battles, towns,
and other casualties.*

He tells us in the same place, that the day before the fourth of -
the kalends, nones, or ides, was always reckoned unfortunate ; but
he does not know for what reason, unless that he finds the great
overthrow at Cannz to have happened on such a day.

* Lib. 2. Od. 13. v Fast. 1, vers, 53. s Noct. Attic, lib, 5. chap. 17.
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CHAPTER. XI.
OF THE KALENDS, NONES, AND IDES.

THE way the Romans used to reckon the days of their months
was by the Kalends, Nones, and Ides. Romulus began his months
always upon the first day of the moon, and was followed in this by
the authors of the other accounts, to avoid the altering of the im-
moveable feasts. Therefore, every new moon, one of the inferior
Ppriests used to assemble the people in the capito], and call over as
many days as there were between that and the nones ;.and so from *
the old word calo, or the Greek xenw, to call, the first of these days
had the name of Kalend2. But we must remember, that this cus-
tom of calling the days continued no longer than the year of the ci-
ty 450, when C. Flavius, the Curule-ZEdile, ordered the fasti, or
kalendar, to be set up in public places, that every body might know
the difference of times, and the return of the festivals.*

The nones were so called, because they reckoned nine days from
the ides.

The ides were generally about the middle of *he month, and then
we may derive the word from i{duare, an obsolete verb signifying to
divide.

The kalends were always fixed to the first day of every month,
but the nones and the ides in four months were on different days
than in the other eight. For March, May, July, and October, had
81X nones a-piece, the other only four. Therefore,in the first, the
nones were the 7th, and the ides the 15th ; in the last, the nones
the 5th, and the ides the 13th.

In reckoning these, they always went backwards, thus, January
1, was the first of the kalends of January: December S1, Prid.
Kal. Jan. ; Decemb. 30, 7ertio Kal. Jan. and so on to the 13th,
and that was Jdus Decembris ; and then the 12th Prid. Iduum De-
cemb. ; the 11th, Tertio Jduum Decemb. and so on to the 5th day,
and that was None Decemb. And then again the 4th, Prid. Nona-
rum Decembd. ; the third, Zertio Non. Decemb. ; the second, Quar-
to Non. Decemb. ; and the first Kalendz Decemb.

‘We must observe, that when we meet with Kalendis Nonas, or
Idus in the accusative case, the proposition anfe is always under-
stood : As tertio Kalendas, Idus, or Nonas, is the same as tertio di2
ante Kal. Non. or ldus.

s Liv. lib. 5. chap. 46, &c.
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CHAPTER XII.

THE MOST REMARKABLE FESTIVALS OF THE ROMANS, A6 THEY
STAND IN THE KALENDER.

THE kalends, or the first day of January, was noted for the en-
tering of the magistrates on their office ; and for the wishing of good
fortune, and sending presents to one another among friends.® -

The ninth (or quint. Id.) was the feast of the Agonalia, instituted
by Numa Pompilius, in honour of Janus, and attended with the
«yw, the solemn exercises and combats ; whence, in Ovid’s judg-
ment,© it took its name. .

The eleventh (or tert. id.) was the feast of the.Carmentalia, in
memory of Carmenta, Evander’s mother.

February the fifteenth, or the fifteenth of the kalends of March,
was the feast of the Lupercalia, when the Luperci made their wild
procession,? which has been described before.

February the eleventh, or the third of the isles, was the Feralia,
or feast in honour of the ghosts; when people carried some little
sort of offering to the graves of their deceased friends. Ovid gives
us so handsome an account of it, that we must not pass it by :

Est honor et tumulis ; unimas placare paternas,
Parvague in extructas munera ferre pyras ;
Parva petunt manes : ‘/ﬁctu: pro divite grata est

unere ; non avid.e Styx habet imna Deos ;

Tegula porrectis satis est velata coronis,
Est sparsz fruges, parvaque mica salis.

Tombs have their honours too: Our parents crave
Some slender presents to adorn their grave.
Slendcr the present which the ghosts we owe ;
Those powers observe not what we give, but how ;
No greedy souls disturb the happy seats below ;
They only ask a tile with garlands crown’d,

Aud fruit and salt to scatter on the ground.

The day after the feralia was the Charistia, or Festival of Love,
when all the relations in every family met together and had a feast.

On the 22d or 23d (according to the different length of this
onth) were the Zerminalia sacred to Terminius, the guardian of
boundaries and land-marks ; on which they now offered to him cakes
and fruits, and sometimes sheep and swine, notwithstanding the
ancient prohibition of bloody sacrifices in this case; the reason of

b Ovid, Fast. 1, v, 71, 4 Idem, 2. v. 267, &c.
< Idem, lib. 1. . . ¢ 1bid, 533,:&c.
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which prohibition Plutarch' supposes to have been, lest they should
violate the tokens of peace and agreement, by staining them with
blood.

The kalends of March was the Matronakia, a feast kept by the
Roman matrons to the honour of Mars; to whom they thought
themselves obliged for the happiness of bearing good children; &
favour which he first conferred on his own mistress, Rhea.s

This feast was the subject of Horace’s ode,

Mariiie cxlebs quid ag mm Calendis &c.

On the same day began the solemn feast of the Salii, and their
procession with the ancylia, which have been spoken of before.

The ides of March was the feast of Anna Perenna; in honour
either of the sister of Dido, who fled into Italy to-Eneas; or of one
Anna an old gentlewoman, that, in a great dearth at Rome, for some
time furnished the common people with corn out of her own store.
The celebration of this day consisted in drinking and feasting largely
amongfriends. The common people met for this purpose in the fields
mear the Tiber, and building themselves booths and arbours, kept
the day with all manner of sports and jollity ; wishing one another
to live as many years as they drank cups.

The same day was, by a decree of the senate, ordered to be called
Parricidium, for the murder of Julius Casar, which happened on
it Appian, in his second book, tells us of a very different law that
Dolabella the consul would have preferred upon this occasion; and
that was, to have the day called ever after, Nalalis urbis, the birth-
day of the city; as if their liberty had revived upon the death of
C=sar. . .

March the 19th, or the 14th of the kalends of April, began the
Quinquatrus, or Quinguatria, the feast of Minerva, continuing five
days. It was during this solemnity, that the boys and girls used to
pray to the goddess for wisdom and learning, of which she had the
patronage ; to which custom Juvenal alludes: _

Eloqusum et famam Demosthenis aut Ciceronis
Jucipit optare, et tosis guinguairibus opiat i
To rival Tully or Demosthences,
Begins i0 wish in the Qu:nquatrian days,
And wishes all the feast,—v——
At the same time the youths carried their masters their fee ox
present, termed Minerval.
April the 19th, or the 13th of the kalends of May, was the Cerea-
lia, or feast of Ceres, in which solemnity the chief actors were the
women. No person that mourned was allowed to bear a part in this

f Quast. Rom b Ibid, v. 523, &ec.
& Ovid. Fast, 3.v. 233, i Sueton, in Jul, chap. 88, 3 Sat. 10;
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service; and therefore itis very remarkable, that, upon the defeat at
Cannz, there was such an universal grief in the city, that the anni-
versary feast of Ceres was forced to be omitted. -

April the 21st, or the 11th of the kalends of May, was the Palilia,
or feast of Pales, the goddess of shepherds. This is sometimes called
Parilia a pariendo, because prayers were now made for the fruitful-
ness of the sheep. Ovid tells us a very tedious course of superstition
that the shepherds ran through upen this day: They always contri-
ved to have a great feast at night; and, when most of them were
pretty merry, they concluded all with dancing over the fires that they
made in the field with heaps of stubble.!

The same day was called Urbis Natalis, being the day on which
the city was built.»

April the 25th, or the 7th of the kalends of May, was the Robiga-
lia, a feast of the goddess Robiga, or the god Robigus, who took care
to keep off the-mildew and blasting from the corn, and fruit.”

April the 27th, or the 5th of the kalends of May, was the Floralia,
or feast of Flora, the goddess of flowers, when the public sports
were celebrated that will be hereafter described.r

In the remaining part of the year, we meet with no festival of ex-
traordinary note, except the Poplifugium and the Saturnalia.

The original of the famous Nonz Caprotine, or Poplifugium, is
doubly related by Plutarch, according to the two common opinions.
First, because Romulus disappeared on that day, when an assembly
being held in the Palus Caprea, or goats-marsh, on a sudden hap-
pened a most wonderful tempest, accompanied with terrible thunder
and other unusual disorders in the air. The common people fled
all away to secure themselves, but, after the tempest was over,
could never find their king.:

Or else from Caprificus a wild fig-tree, because in the Gallic war,
a Roman virgin, who was prisoner in the enemy’s camp, taking the
opportunity when she saw them one night in a disorder, got up into
a wild fig-tree, and holding out a lighted torch toward the city, gave
the Romans a signal to fall on; which they did with such good suc-
cess as to obtain a considerable victory.r

The original of the Saturnalia, as to the time, is unknown; Ma-
crobius assuring us, that it was celebrated in Italy, long before the
building of Rome ;' the story of Saturn, in whose honour it was kept,
every body is acquainted with. As to the manner of the solemnity,

k Liv. hb. 22. P See book v. c'hap. 7.
1} Oviu Fast, v.4, 721, &c. 9 Plutarch. in Romulo.
® lhi!, v 8U6. * Plutarch. in Romulo, et in Camillo,

» Ibid. v. 901, e Jbid. v.943. ¢ Macrob, Saturn. Lib. 1. chep. 7.
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bseides the sacrifices and other parts of public worship, there were
several lesser observations worth our notice: As, first, the liberty
now allowed to servants to be free and merry with their masters, so
often alluded to in authors. It is probable this was done in memory
of the liberty enjoyed in the golden age under Saturn, before the
names of servant and master were known to the world. Besides this
they sent presents to one another among friends ; no war was to be
proclaimed, and no offender executed ; the schools kept a vacation,
and nothing but mirth and freedom was to be met with in the city.
They kept at first only one day, the 14th of the kalends of January;
but the number was afterwards increased to three, four, five, and
some say seven days.t

¢ Lips, Saturnal. lib. 1, cbap. 3.



PART II.—BOOK III.

OF THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT OF THE ROMANS.

CHAPTER 1.
OF THE GENERAL DIVISION OF THE PEOPLE.

ROMULUS, as soon as his city was tolerably well filled with in-
habitants, made a distinction of the people according to honour and
quality ; giving the better sort the name of Patres, or Patricii, and
the rest the common title of Plebeii. To bind the two degrees more
firmly together, he recommended to the Patricians some of the Ple-
bians to protect and countenance; the former being styled Patroni,
and the latter Clientes. The patrons were always their clients coun-
sellors in difficult cases, theiradvocatesin judgements; in short, their
advisers and overseers in all affairs whatever. On the other side, the
clients faithfully served their patrons, not only paying them all ima-
ginable respect and defference, but, if occasion required, assisting
them with money towards the defraying of any extraordinary charges.
But afterwards, when the state grew rich and great, though all other

good offices continued between them, yet it was thought a dishonour-

able thing for the better sort to take any money of their inferiors.
The division of the people into the three distinct orders of Sena-
tors, Knights, and Commons, took its rise about the time of Tar-
quin’s expulsion. The senators were such persons as had been pro-
moted to sit in the supreme council of state, either out of the nobili-
ty or commons. If out of the latter order, they had the honour of a
gold ring, but not of a horse kept at the public charge; as Manutius
hath nicely observed. The knights were such persons as were al-
lowed a gold ring and a horse at the public charge. The commons
were all the rest of the people besides these two orders, including
not only the inferior populace, but such of the nobility too as had
not yet been elected senators, and such of the gentry as had not a
complete knight’s estate : For persons were admitted into the two
higher ranks according to their fortunes ; one that was worth eight
hundred sestertia, was capable of being chosen a senator ; one that

* Vide Dionys. lib. 2. Liv, lib. 1. Plutarch. in Romulo,
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hed four hnndred, might be taken into the equestrian order. Au-
gustus afterwards altered the senatorian estate to twelve hundred
sesterces ; but the equestrian continued the same.

'The three common terms by which the knights are mentioned in
Roman authors, are Eques, Equestris ordinis, and Equestri loco na-
tus ; the two former of which are, in all respects, the very-same.
But the latter is properly applied to those Equifes whose fathers
were indeed of the same order, but had never reached the senatori-
an dignity ; for, if their fathers had been senators, they would have
been said to have been born of the senatorian, and not of the eques-
trian rank.*

When we find the Optimates and the Populares opposed in au-
thors, we must suppose the former to have been those persons of
what rank soever, who stood up for the dignity of the chief magis-
trates, and the rigorous grandeur of the state ; and who cared not if
the inferior members suffered for the advancement of the command-
ing powers. The latter we must take likewise for those persons of
what rank soever, who courted the favour of the commons, by en-
couraging them to sue for greater privileges, and to bring things
nearer to a level. For it would be unreasonable to make the same
distinction between these parties, as Sigonius and others lay down,
‘ that the Populares were those who endeavoured by their words
and actions to ingratiate themselves with the multitude ; and the
Optimates those who so behaved themselves in all affairs, as to make
their conduct approved by every good man.”” This explication agrees
much better with the sound of the words, than with the sense of the
things; for at this rate the Optimates and the Populares will be only
other terms for the virtuous and the vicious; and it would be equal-
ly hard in such large divisions of men, to acknowledge one side to
have been wholly honest, and to affirm the other to have been entire-
ly wicked. I know that this opinion is built on the authority of Ci-
cero; but if we look on him not only'as a prejudiced person, but as
an orator too, we shall not wonder, that in distinguishing the two
parties, he gave so infamous a mark to the enemies’ side, and so ho-
nourable a one to his own. Otherwise the murderers of Csar (who
were the Optimates) must pass for men of the highest probity ; and
the followers of Augustus (who were of the opposite faction) must
seem in general a pack of profligate knaves. It would therefore be
a much more moderate judgment, to found the difference rather on
pelicy, than on morality; rather on the principles of government,
than of religion and private duty.

There is another common division of the people into Nobiles, Novi,

b Yide P. Manut.de Civ, Rom. p. 5,
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and Ignobiles, taken from the right of using pictures, or statues ; an
honour only allowed to such whose ancestors or themselves had
born some Curule office, that is, had been Curule-Edile, Censor,
Prator, or Consul. He that had the pictures or statues of his ances-
tors, was termed Nobilis; he that had only his own, Novus; he that
had neither, Ignobilis. So that Jus imaginis was much the same
thing among them, as the right of bearing a coat of arms among us;
and their Novus Homo is equivalent to qur upstart gentleman.

For a great while none but the Patricii were the Nobiles, because
no person, unless of that superior rank, could bear any Curule of-
fice. Hence, in many places of Livy, Sallust, and other authors,
we find Nobilitas used for the Patrician order, and so opposed to
Plebs. But in after times, when the commons obtained a right of
enjoying those Curule honours, they by the same means procured
the title of Nobiles, and left it to their posterity.c

Such persons as were free of the city, are generally distinguished
- into Ingenui, Liberti, and Libertini. The Ingenui were such as had
been born free, and of parents that had been always free. The Li-
bertini were the children of such as had been made free. Liberti,
such as had been actually made free themselves.

The two common ways of conferring freedom were by testament,
and by manumission. A slave was said to be free by testament,
when his master, in consideration of his faithful service, had left
him free in his last will: of which custom we meet with abundance
of examples in every historian.

‘This kind of Liberti had the title of Orcini, because their masters
were gone to Orcus. In allusion to which custom, when, after the
murder of Julius Casar, a great number of unworthy persons had
~ thrust themselves into the senate, without any just pretensions, they
were merrily distinguished by the term of Senafores Orcini.¢

The ceremony of manumission was thus performed : the slave was
brought before the Consul, and in after times, before the Prator, by
his master, who, laying his hand upon his servant’s head, said to the
Prator, Hunc hominem liberum esse volo ; and with that, let him go
out of his hand, which they termed € manu emittere. Then the Pra-
tor, laying a rod called vindicta upon his head, said, Dico eum libe-
rum esse, more Quiritum Hence Persius:

Vindicta postquam meus @ Prstore recessi.

After this the Lictor, taking the rod out of the Prator’s hand,
struck the servant several blows on the head, face, and back ; and no-
thing now remained but pileo donari, to receive a cap in token of li-

¢ Vide Sigon. de Jur. Civ. Rom. Lib, 2. chap. 20. ¢ Sueton, in Ogtav. chap. 35.
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berty, and to have his name entered in the common roll of freemen,
with the reason of his obtaining that favour,

There was a third way of bestowing freedom, which we do not so
often meet with in authors; it'was when a slave, by the consent and
approbation of his master, got his name to be inserted in the censor’s
roll ; such a man was called liber censu; as the two already men-
tioned were liber testamento, and kiber manumissione.

_CHAPTER IL

OF THE SENATE.

THE chief council of state, and as it were the body of magistrates,
was the Senate; which, as it has been generally reckoned the foun-
dation and support of the Roman greatness, so it was one of the
earliest constitutions in the republic; for Romulus first chose outa
hundred persons of the best repute for birth, wisdom, and integrity
of manners, to assisthim in the management of affairs, with the name
of Senatores, or Patres, from their age and gravity, (vel tate, vel
curz similitudine, Patres appellabantur, says Sallust:) a title as ho-
nourable, and yet as little subject to envy, as could possibly have
been pitched upon. After the admission of the Sabines into Rome,
an equal number of that nation were joined to the former hundred.*
And Tarquinius Priscus, upon his first succession to the crown, to
ingratiate himself with the commons, ordered another hundred to
be selected out of that body, for an addition to the senate,’ which
before had been always filed with persons of the higher ranks. Sylla
the dictator made them up above four hundred; Julius Czsar nine
- hundred ; and, in the time of the second triumvirate, they were
above a thousand ; no distinction being made with respect to merit
or quality. But this disorder was afterwards rectified by Augustus,
and a reformation made in the senate, according to the old consti-
tution.s

The right of naming senators belonged at first to the kings ; after-
wards the consuls chose, and referred them to the people for their
approbation ; but, at last, the censors engrossed the whole privilege
of conferring this honour. He that stood first in the censor’s roll,
had the honourable title of Princeps Senatiis ;- yet the chief magis-

¢ Dionys. lib. 2. € Sueton. in August. chap. 35.
¢ Idem, lib. 3. b A, Gell lib. 3. chap. 18,
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trates as the consuls, dictator, §'c. were always his superiors in the
house.

Besides the estate of eight hundred, or, after Augustus, of twelve
hundred sestertia, no person-was capable of this dignity, but one
who had already borne some magjstracy in the commonwealti. And
that there was a certain age (even in later times) required, is plain,
from the frequent use of #fas senaforic in authors. Die Cassius
positively limits it to five and twenty,' which was the soonest time
any one could