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SOME RARE AND UNPUBLISHED 

ANCIENT BRITISH COINS. 

Read before the Numismatic Society, Jan. 26th, 1860.] 

r HAVE again the satisfaction of presenting to the Society a 
plate of ancient British coins, most of them hithetto un-of
published, and all of the highest degree of rarity. Unlike 
the last miscellaneous plate of these coins that I , drew, 
which consisted entirely of uninscrihed coins, these areall
i11scribed, and comprise Specimens of the coinage of Cuno
beline, Taseiovanus, Dubnovellaunus, and the Iceni, beside 
others of rather more doubtful attribution. l need not, 
however, make any prefatory remarks conceming them, 
hut will at once proceed to the description of the various 
coins, and the considerations which arc suggested by thei1· 
several types and inscriptions. 

T'he first three are of Cunobeline. 

No. 1. Obv. - CA-MV on either side of an ear of bearded corn, 
as usual on the gold coins of Cunobeline, hut 
rather more widely spread. The stalk terminating 
in an ornament shaped like Gothic trefoil. 

Rev.-CVNO beneath a horse, galloping, to the left; 
ahove, an ornament, in shape like the Prince of
Wales' plume, resting on a reversed crescent. 
The whole within a headed circle, with an 
cxcrgual liue. AV 82 3/4grs. and 81 3/4grs. 

The obverse of this coin differs but liUle from that of the
ordinary gold coins of the same prince; but the reverse is 
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very remarkable, as having the horse to the left, instead of, 
as usual, to the right. The ornament above the horse is 
also singular, and appears to be intended for a flower on a 
long stalk, between two waving leaves ; but it is, no doubt, 
in some degree allied to, or derived from, the bucranium, 
which occupies a similar position on coins of Tasciovanus,1 

Dubnoveilaunus, 2 and others. The only other type in gold 
of Conobeline, in which the horse is turned to the left, is 
that with CAM VL on a tablet across a wreath on the ob
verse, and engraved in Hawkins, Pl. II. 19_ and Ruding, 
Pl. IV. I. There are, however, in fact, two horses, side by 
side, on the coins of that type, and the workmanship is far 
more rude than on those I am describing, the design of 
which is extremely spirited., and the execution remarkably 
good. It is a type that bas not hitherto been published, 
and is of great rarity. I am aware of the existence of only 
three specimens: that engraved in the plate, which is in 
the British Museum; the second in the collection of Mr. 
W"igan, and the third in my own. 

No. 2. Ohv.-A griffin, or pegasus, or animal like a winged 
deer, standing to the left, but with its head turned 
backwards to the right. 

Rev.-CVN. Victory, standing, to the left, completely 
draped, with her left holding a palm-branch down
wards, with what is, possibly, a scroll in her right 
hand. AE. 41 grs.; another, 84 1/2grs. 

A coin of this type, in the collection of Mr. Bateman, of 
Y oulgrave, was brought under the notice of this Society, 
many years ago, by Mr. C. Roach Smith, and is engraved 

1 Ruding, Pl. A. 94, 95; Numis. Chron., Vol. XIV., p. 70, 
No.10. 

2 Ruding. Pl. A, Nos. 91, 92.; Numis. Chron., Vol. XIV. 
Pl. I. Nos. 3, 4, and 9. 
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in his Collectanea Antigua, vol. i. Pl. LV. No. 13, as is also 
another coin of the same type, but very badly preserved, 
found at The Slade, Houghton Montchelsca, Kent, in 
Plate V. No. 1 of the same volume. The animal on the 
obverse was, however, by Mr. Roach Smith, considered to 
be an eagle ; whereas, from the specimen now engraved, 
and another of the same type, also in rny own collection, it 
is evident tLat itis a winged four-footed animal, such as it lias 
been found convenient to call a griffin though not having the 
real griffin's head. The wings upon my coin are not, however, 
so distinct as I have shown them in the plate, but have.been 
in some measure restored from Mr. Bateman's coin, an 
impression of which he kindly communicated to me, It is 

by no means improbable, that if a perfect and well-spread 
coin of this type is ever found, (~e word CAMV will appear 
upon it, beneath the griffin. In the well-known coin of 

Cunobeline,  witli a pegasus  or griffinon the obverse to the 
left, with the legend CMAV, and CVNO and Victory hold

ing a garland on the reverse, the Victory is nearly nude, 
and standing to the right, instead of being, as on these 
coins, draped, and standing to the left. Another peculiarity 
is, that the griffin, or whatever animal it be, is made 
regardant, or looking backwards, instead of having its
head in the ordinary position. The I coin here engraved 
was formerly in the late Mr. Huxtable's collection, and was 

found near Canterbury; so that two out of the four spe
cimens with which lam acquainted, have been discovered 

in Kent. The dies from which they were struck appear to 
have been remarkably large, and the letters of the legend 
are twice the size of those on most of the coins of 
Cuuobeline. 1 

3 Ruding, Pl. V. 30; .Akerman, Cities and Princes, Pl. XXIV. 
10. 

D 
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No. 3. 0bv.-CV-NOR. A naked horsemnn, galloping, to the 
right; in his right hand t1 short sword, aud with 
his left holding a. lorgc ovol shield. Tiie whole 
within a. beaded circle. 

Uev.-TASCIIO-VANTIS. A ffllJTior standing-, looking 
to the lei\; hi$ right hand resting on a s1>ear, nn<l 
oo his left nrm holding o. nc:i.rly hemi~phcric-ul 
shield. On his head is o. plumcd helmet; his 
body is npp~ntly protected by & coat of mnil, 
and on hi$ legs there seem to be grca,·cs, or, 
possibly, the nntionlk! braccre; o.ntl it nppcnrs os if 
o !hort sword hung at bis side, The whole within 
o. beaded circle. iE. 4 3 grs; 

This type lias long been well known, having hecn en
graved by Pegge,' Stukely,5 and Ruding ;6 but hy none of 

them was tl1e legend of the reverse carried farther tha11 
TASCI!OV A-. It was, ho,vever, completed i11 tl1e remnrk• 
able form of TASCJIOVASTIS from a coin in my o,vn col

lection, which will Le found engraved in the Nnmismatic 

Chronicle, Vol. X Vlll. p. 36, NI).~, where are also i;ome 
remarks upon this singular genitive form of Tasciovanus, 

or rather Tasciovans. There is, therefore, nothing abso
lutely new in the specimen here engraved; bnt the coin, 
which is in tl1e Museum collection, is in the most benatiful 
condition, and so unusually well spread, as to give both the 

obverse nnd reverse types and legends entire. It is, there
fore, well worthy of being reproduced in the pages of the 

Chronicle. 
The type of the galloping liorseman ill found on several 

other coins of Cunoheline, both in copper and silver. On 
one occasion he bearii a shield, lint not of this oval form, 
nor !'O large in size. The horseman with the shield appears 

also on coins of Verica1 in gold, and of Tasciovanus8 in 

• Closs IV. c. ~ Plo.tc \'II. 2. 6 l'lare V. :!9. 
1 Akerman. Cities nnd Princes, l'l. XXl.15. 
a Ruding, Phte V. 35. 
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silver; but in those c:ises they are more of a pointed oval, 

or vesica ·piscis, in form. On the gold coins inscribed 
'fA.SCIO RICON,9 :ind those of Epaticcus,10 the horsemnn 

carries a sl1ield not mucL differing in form from that on these 
coins of Cunobeline. Shields, L,ofl1 round nnd ov:il, and 
occasionally highly ornamented, occur nlso on G:iulish 
coins, but are usually borne by standing figures. The coins 
ofVHGOTALVS,11 01· VEROTALVS, a supposed prince ' of 

the Arverni, in Aquitania, afford a flue example. 

The warrior on the reverse of the present eoin is remark
able for his helmet, in ~h~pe like that on the head of Cuno
beline12 on tLe copper coin ,vitb a boar on the reverse, :ind 

for the ocrea, if such they be, upon his legs. The shield 
being in profile, instead of showing its whole surface, is 
also uncommon. But tl1e most 1·cmarkable feature is, as I 
·have before pointed out, the JegemJ TASCHOVAN'flS, 

which, :is tbe genitive case or T A.SCIIOV ANS, gives a new 

form, under which the Brilish Jlame, usually represented on 
the coins by Tasciovanu$, was Latinized. Those wLo 
would wish to see more oo tliis subject, I beg leave to nifer 
to the Numismatic ChTonicle, Vol. XVIII. p. 36. I may 

add, that the coin here engraved is in the 1'1useum collec
tion, and was found at Snnd.v, Bedfordshire, a spot where 
otheT coios of Cunoheline have likewise beeo found. 

No. 4. Obv.-CAMVL-ODVNO, in two compartments of a. 
tablet. A scroll o.bove and below. 

Rev.-CVNO. A sphin..,c, crouching, to the left; he.1· 
wings CJ:p1mded. 

9 N um. Cbron., Vol. III. p. 152, No. l; Vol. XX. p. 56, No. 3. 
10 !d. Ib. Vol. XX. p. 1. 
11 Duchalais, No.6; Lelewel, Pl. VJ. 20; Revue Num., Vol. V. 

N. S., p. 113. 
1" Numis. Chron., Vol. XVIIL p.36, Ko.2; Ruding, Pl.V. 28. 
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Tbis coin has alrca<ly been published by l\lr. Akerman, 

in bis " Coins of Cities nnd Princes," p. 193, No. 36; bul, 
by inadvertcuce, the sphinx is there described as .s<1uattiug 

to the right . . It lias also been published by i\lr. Beale 
Poste, in the Archroological Association Journal, vol. i. 
p. 233, and in his "British Coins;" but, in both places, be 

has strangely enough convel'te<l the sphinx into n pegMus. 
lloth these authors describe the same coin - viz., that 
formerly in the late l\lr. Huxtable's collection, and now 
iu mine- which is here represented. Another is in the 

possession of Cbal'les Gray Round', Esq., of Birch Hall, 

near Colchester; and l\Ir. \V. B. Smitl.i, of Colchester, is in 
possession of a third specimen of the same type, but in finer 

preservation, which was found in a field near tl1e oltl 
waterworks there, in 1706. This coin waii exhibited at 

one of the annual meetings of the Arclu:cological Associa• 
tion, some years ago; and there is a woodcut of it in their 

.Journal, Vol. II. p.40. As, however, it has never heen 
c11grave<l for the Numismatic Chronicle, nor for nny of the 
u.~unl 11umis111atic works of reference, I need make 110 

apology for having inserted it into this plate. It is, as you 
are probably aware, the 011ly type on which the name of 

Camuloduuurn appears at foll length upon a coin; aud it 

is 1·emarkable tliai the word is given with the ablative 
iermin;,.tion, CA:IIULO))UNO," at Camulodunum," in the same 
way that 011 the ouly coins upon which the 11ame of 
Yerulnmium is found in an unabbreviated form, that woru 

also presents the same inllexio11, VEIILAMIO. 

It is observablt:, that the legenlls of the coins on which 

the name of this town occurs, give it, without exception, as 
spelt with an u - Camulodunum. It is spelt in various 

ways, in the existing copies of their works, by the writers 
of anti,1uity, who make mention of jt as a principal tow11 of 
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• 
Britain. lo Pliny,13 it is Camalodunum, in some copies, 01· 

Camaldunum, in others. In Ptolemy," KA1110YA.0AANON 

and I<Al\:IOYri'AOAOY.l'\ON. Jn the Itinerary of Antoninus. 
ant! the Tabula Peutingeriana and Tacitus,18 it is spelt the 
same as on tJ1e coins. The geographer of Ravenna16 gives 
it as Camulodul~m, and Dion CassiuslT as KAMOYAOAOY. 

NQ;q and KA;\JAAOA.OYNON, in diffel'ent copies. On an 
inscl'i1>tion in Cruter,is and Camden,19 it is read Canialo
dunuro. And this was the reading preferred by old 
Camden, pal'tly, probably, as s11pporting ~is views of its 
site having been at Malden. It is needless, at the present 
day, to enter into any farther argumeuts tu prove, that 
Colchester was the real site of CamuJodunum, thongh I 
may remark, in passing, that in the "l\fonumenta Historica 
Dritannica," the compilers of which seem to have availed 
themselves of most of the opportunities olfered for going 
wrong, it is, in the index, stated to be Mal<leo, or \'Valden, 
in Essex, though, on the map, its site is correctly fixed at 
Cnlcbestel'. • Had other evidence been wantiog, tliat of the 
numerous coiqs of Cunoheline found there, would have been 
nearly sufficient to determine the 11oint. I see that I h~ve 
uotes of the finding of ten dilforent types of liis coins at 
Colchester; an<l it has been stated, that " more of Cuno
lieline's coins have been found at this place, than at any 
other part of the i'sland."ll0 

Out to return to the coin now under consideration. The 
form in which the inscription on the obverse occurs in the 
compartrntnts of a tablet, is very characteristic of the 

u Lib. ii. c11,p. 75. 1G Lib. v. 
u Lib. ii. cap. 3, 17 Lib. lie. c. 2l. 
15 .Aon., lib.xii. c.32; :tiv. c.31. 13 cccc:xxxi:x. 5. 

19 nrita.nnia, P· 44 7 I ed, l 637. 
~° Cromwell's Col<:hcster, p. 372, 
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ancient British coioage. There are coins of Cunobeline, 
botla in copper and silver, on which the name CVNOBE
LJNl,21 or CVNOBELI, appears in a precisely similar man
ner, while the coins inscribed TASCIO-RICON," TASc,u 

COM-F,16 and TINC,25 are very analogous in the position of 
their inscriptions. The type of the reverse, a sphinx, is 
also of frequent occurrence on the coins of Cunobeline. On 
one type,16 in silver, Bhe is seated to the left; and on 
aoother,27 in copper, she is represented crouching, as on 
this coin, but to the right instead of to the left. The in
scription is, however, in that instance, above the exergual 
line. It has been thought that this type of the sphinx was 
adopted by Cunobeline out of compliment to Augustus, on 
whose coins it frequently occurs; though most commonly 
seated on her hind legs, as on the silver coins of Cunobeline, 
and not crouching down. On the coins of Augustus, it 
was probably in allusion to the conquest of Egypt that 
the type was adopted; but we learn from both Suetonius28 

and Pliny, 'l!J that the sphinx was one of his favourite devices, 
and adopted by him upon his seal, before he made use of 
th!' head of Alexander the Great upon it. His reason for 
adopting it, however, appears to have been from his having 
found among his mother's jewels two seals with this device, 
so much alike that they could not be distinguished, one of 
w!Jich he carried with him in the Civil War, while with the 

21 Ruding7 Pl. V. 26; Pl. IV. 18, 14. 
112 Akerman, PL XXII. 4. 
23 Ruding, Pl. V. 35 ; PL XXIX. 8. 
2• Akerman, Pl. XXII. 11, 14, 16. 
25 Ibid., Pl. XXII. 12. 
26 Rucling, Pl. IV. 8. 
21 Ibid., Pl. V. 25. 
m Suet., Vit. Aug., cap.i. 
!Z9 Plin., Nat. Hist., lib. xuvii. cap. 1. 
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other his friends sealed the edicts issued in his name at 
Rome. As these latter were frequ,mtly demands upon the 
purses of the citizens, the seal of the S}lhinx got into bad 
odour; and this led to the adoption of the head of Alexander 
tl1e Great, in its stead, for his seal, by Augustus. That this 
type on the coins of Cunoheline should have been adopted 
out of compliment to Augustus, is therefore very doubtful• 
Had there been such an intention, a capricorn wonld have 
been a more .suitable device; but tba dies for British coins 
seem, in many instances, to have Leen engraved by Roman 
artists, and the figures upon them derived irom classical 
mythology are frequent. 

There are instances where the existing devices upon the 
British coins appear to have been adopted by these foreign 
artists, and reproduced nnder a classical form, in accord
ance with their own mythology, rather tlrnn with British or 
Druidical traditions. The horse, in this manner, becomes 
converted into the pegasus or centanr; an almost shapeless 
figure reapptars as flu~ head of 1Hednsa; and possibly, in 
the androceplialous horses of the Gaulish coins, is the germ 
of the crouching sphinx npon the coins of Cunobeline ; 
though it may have l>een derived more directly from Roman 
coins,30 snch as the de11arius of the Carisia family. But 
from whatever source this type was derived upon the coins, 
it is not a little cnrious, that, about forty years ago,31 lhe 
figure of a winged sphinx, in stone, about two feet in Jieight 
and the same in length, was discovered at Colchester, cor
responding in all essential points witli the figures upon 
the coins of Cunoheline. 

30 niccio, xi. N' o. 4.. ~1 Cromwell's Colchester, p. 2G9. 
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No. 6. Obv.-TASC. Bare male head to the right, with short 
crisp hair and beard. 

Rn.- VIR or VER? Centaur to the right, playing on 
the double flute ; above, a crescent; and in front, 
a ring ornament. .IE. 25 grs. 

A beaded circle round both obverse and reverse. 

This coin has already been published by Ruding,32 Taylor 
Combe,33 Akerman,M and in the "Monumenta Historica 
Britannica ;" 36 but by none of them has the legend of the 
reverse been given. From the specimens engraved in 
Ruding and A~erman, it appears that the legend of the 
obverse is continued in front of the face, it being given as 
T ASCIAI. There is, however, probably some slight error 
in the reading of at least the final letter of this word, as the 
name of Tasciovanus is in no other instance thus spelt. 
The coin is rightly ascribed to this prince ; and, from the 
inscription on the reverse, appears, like most of his other 
coins, to have been struck at Verulam. It is worthy of 
renaark, that the more we know of his coins, the more 
reason there is for supposing the majority of them to have 
been issued from a mint at Verulam ; while of his son and 
successor, Cunobeline, none can with any drgree of pro
bability be assigned to that place. Nearly all his coins seem 
to have been struck at Camulodunum ; to which town, in like 
manner, no coin of Tasciovanus can be assigned. With 
regard to the types of the coin now under consideration, 
it may be remarked, that the head on the obverse differs 
from that upon any other of his coins, whether in silver or 
co)>per, in the peculiar treatment of the beard, which is 
usually long and flowing, instead of short and crisped. 

32 Pl. V. 38. 
33 Pl. XV. No. 30. 

34 Pl. XXII. No. 15. 
" Pl. I. No. 9. 
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'l'he type of tl,e centaur occurs on one other ancient 
Dritislt coin- diat of Cunobelinc,36 with tlie legend 
TASCIOVANI. 1"; but, in that case,Lc is merely blowing 

a single horn, and not playing tlie double flute. It is sin
gular to find such a purely classical ilevicc upon a Bi·i(ish 
coin ; and it is diOicult to soy from whence it was derived, 
unless from the fertile imagination of some Roman artist 
employed to engrave the dies of the British Regulus; though, 
possibly, here again is ll rcminisce11ce of the androcephalous 
horse on the Gaulish coins. \Ve do, indeed, meet with the 

centaur, as tlic tyJie, on Roman coins of a later period; hut 
then, os an archer, rather than a musician. On a coin of 
Julia Domna,37 struck at Nicrea, we find a Ilacchanalian 
chariot, drawn by two centaurs, male and female, the latter 
playing the double fl11te. Ccntaurs3~ appear, also, as draw
ing a chariot, on a denarius of the AureHa family; but in 

tl1at case holding olive branches. The centaur appears as 
t>laying tile lyre on coins of Prusins, king of Bitliynia; but 
nowhere, tl1at I am aware of, does he appear singly, ond 

Jilaying on the double pipe, except on these British coins. 
'l'he reputed proficiency of the centaurs' in music is well 
known; and one of them, Cl,iron, is celebrated ns having 
been the instructor of Achilles in tliat art. 

The next three coins, inasmuch as they apparently belong 
to one class, and the two varieties tlicy comprise are 

mutually illustrative of eacl.t other, had better be brougl1t 
nnder consideration together. · 

No. G. 0bv.-Uncerlain legend, apparently RVLI. Dare m11fo 
head to the right, with short crisp hair and long 
Rowing bca:rd. Rudely executed. 

a,; Ruiling,Pl.V.17. 
ar Seguin, Se!. N um., p. l G3, ed. 1684; Spnnheim, vol. i. 280. 
,s Riccio, Pl. Vlll. Ko. J. 

0 
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&v.-Honeman to the right, holding a eword (T) in bis 
right hand. In front of him a pellet. 

A beaded circle round both obverse and reTeree. 
lE.84 gn. 

No. 7. 06t,.-As No. 6, bot not showing the legend. 
Rev.-.Aa No. 6, but with an uncertain legend, apparently 

VIR or VER. .i.E. 

No. 8. 01,v.-RVUS on a tablet, above and below an annulet. 
The whole within a beaded eircle, with what ap
pears to be a milled or grained circle outside it. 

lht,.-An uncertain animal to the left. lE. 

No. 6 was found at Creslow, near Aylesbury, Bucks, and 

was presented to me by Z. D. Hunt., Esq . ., of Aylesbury; 

and No. 7 is in the co11ection of T. Bateman, Esq., of Youl
grave, who kindly communicated it to me. No. 8 is in the 

collection of Lord Braybrooke., and was discovered., together 
with numerous Roman coins., in April., 1853,39 during his 

excavations near the Fleam Dyke, Cambridgeshire, among 
the foundations of an ancient building., at the base of a 

tumulus known as Muttilow Hill. It is represented in a 
wood-cut at p, 87, vol. xiii. of the Archreolog1cal Institute 

Journal, from which I have copied it in the accompanying 
plate. 

I have another badly-preserved specimen of the same 

type as Nos. 6 and 7, but with the head apparently beard
less, found Rt Dorchester., Oxon., which was formerly in the 

late Mr. Huxtable's coUtction. 
The inscriptions upon both these types are very remark

able ; and tl1ough it is to be regretted., that, from the atate of 

their prese"ation, it is impossible to affirm with certainty 
that tlae right reading has been arrived at., yet there is little 
doubt but that it is RVJ..IS in a more or less extended form, 

39 Arch. lnat. JoumaJ, Vol. is. p. 230. 
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eomhined, in one instance with VER upon the reverse. The 
head of the obverse of Nos. o and 7 is idcoticnl with that 
of some coins of 'l'asciovanus and of Verulamium, which are 
engraved in the Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. XVIJI. p.44; 
while the horseman on the reverse bears a dose analogy 
with that on the gold coins with the legend TASCIO-RICON, 

and the gold coins of 'l'asciovanus struck at Segontium. 
On those coins, also, the legend is on n tablet, somewhat in 
the manner in which it appears on No. 8 in the plate. 
Altogether, the whole character of the coins is such, that I 
have little hesitation in classing them with the coins of 
Tasciovanus struck at Verulam; and the place of finding 
of tLe coins - at ))orchester, in Oxfordshire, Creslow, in -
Bucks, and the }'lev.m Dyke, Cambridgesl1ire- is in no 
way inconsistent with such an attribution, but, on the con
trary, tends -to confirm if. 

The difficulty is, how to interpret the inscription RVLIS, 
if such it be. I cannot hcl1► thinking tliat it is in some way 
conoected with the name oftl1e town VERVLA}HVM; but 
wliat relation it bears to it is beyond my power to deter
mine. It is a curious feature it1 the cnse, tliat the mioute 
coins, engraved Nos. 8 and 9 in tl1e Numismatic Chrouiele, 
Vol. XVIII., tJ. 44, with a type closely allied to the inter
lacing- squ:ire~ of the VERLAl\'.IIO coins, and which l then 
did, and still do, .ittribute to Vernlam, have the legend 
RVL• on the reverse, with no appearance of any previous 
letters. ·we mu!!t, however, wait for more and hetter-1mi
scrved coins, beforo speculating far(hcr upon this singular 
legend. The animal on the reverse of No. 8 can hardly be 
intended for a horse, but is more probably a deer, sheep, or 
goat (see the coin of Tasciovanus, Numis. Chron., Vol. 
XVIll., p 44, No. 4. The type of the obverse of this coin, 
with the legend on a tablet, with a ring ornamcut or a,molet 
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above and below, and the whole within a beaded circle, 
closely resembles that of one of the gold coins of Verica,40 

and affords another instance (if my attribution of these 
coins to V erulam be correct) of the analogy of type between 
1he coins of the sons of Comius and the coins struck at 
Verulam, which I pointed out some years ago.41 

The next coin, No. 9, is one of Dubnovellaunus: 

Obv.-An animal, somewhat resembling a dog or wolr, 
running, to the right; his head turned backwards, 
and tail erected. 

Rev.-DVBN on a tablet, beneath a lion (?), running, to 
the left; behind him a star. 

lE. 41 grs., and 36j gft. 

'fhe coin here engraved is in the collection of Captain 
.Murchison. I have also two specimens, but not in such 
good preservation ; though one of them enables me to speak 
with certainty as to the presence of the D at the commence
ment of the legend, which is not distinctly visible on the 
other specimens. Nooe of them are in perfect preservation, 
more especially upon the obverse, or convex side; and this 
renders it extremely difficult to determine what animals the 
artist intended to represent upon it. lo fact, the whole 
zoology of the ancient British coinage is in rather an un
settled state. A somewhat similar animal to that on the 
obverse occurs on a silver coin of Cunobelioe,<K and is 
called by Ru ding, a dog; by Akerman, a griffin ; by Wise, a 
horse; by Pegge, a sheep or dog; while, in the" Mooumenta 
Historica Britannica," it is described as a wolf. A lion 
crouching above a tablet, inscribed CAMV, occurs on a 

'° Akerman, Pl. XXII. No. 3. 
"' Num. Chron., Vol. XVI. p. 88. 
ff Ruding, Pl. IV. 16; Wise, Pl. XVI. 23. Akerman, Pl. 

XXIII. 14; Mon. Hist. Brit., Pl. I. 23; Pegge, Class I. 4. 
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copper coin of Cunobeline; but on these coins tl1e animal is 

springing over the tablet. No other type ofDul.movellannus 
is at present known in copper, and this is now published 
for the first time. One43 type only oti his silver coin~ is 

known ; while, in gold, thet'e arc two44 distinct types, with 
some varieties, consisting mainly in the different forms of 

spelliug under which the name Dul.movellaunu!! appears. It. 
is satisfactory, a!! showing our allvance in tho knowledge of 
tl1is branch of numismatics, for us to have beeome ac

quainted with coins in all three metals o{ this prince, whose 
very existence was, ten years ago, entit'ely unknown. 
Unless, possibly, some more pel-fect inscdptions, similar to 

that at Ancyra, commemorating the exploits of Augustus, 
be hereafter discovered, it will be from coins alone that the 
history of Dubnovellaunus wiJl have to be constructed. 
At pre.sent, we have but his bare name,45 DAMNO _. 

IlELLA (VNVS], and t.o;11NO [13E]i\AAYN01:, in the Ancyra 
inscription, antl 'DVflNOVELL.A VNOS on the coins ; and 

the fact, that his coins liave been principally found in Kent 
and Essex. One of these Copp.er coins is said to have been 

found at Brighton; but I nm Tiot satisfied of the fact. l 
, think it barely possible, tbo.t, on better preserved specimens, 

some inscription may be foond on the ?bvcrse. 

No. 10. Obv.-A cruciform ornament of wreaths and ring orna
ments, etc., with two crescents in the centre, 
similo.r to that on the gold coins of Tasciovanus. 

Rev.-AND. beneath, a horse, galloping, to the right; 
above, a peculiarly-formed bucmnium, between 
t\'rn annulets, one of which is surrounded by 
pellats. fo front, another annulct, and traces of 
another bucranium, The annulet in front of the 
horse mo.y possibly be an 0, which would make 
the legend ANDO. Al. 841 grs. 

o Nuro. Cbron. Vol.XVf. p. 176. 44 Id. Vol. XIV. Pl. J. 
4; lforoilt-On's Asio. Minor, Vol.l L App. 5, No. 102; Chishull , 

.Antiq. Asiat., p. 106. 
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have already publislie<l this type:, about .seven years 
ago, in the Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. XVI. p. 80, No. 3 ; 
but the inscription is given so mud1 clearer on the present 

s1>edmen, that I was tempted to engrave it. It wns dis
~ovcred near Ellesborough, Ducks - a neighhourboo<l 
abounding in ancient British earthworks - and was most 

liberally presented to me by Z.D.Hont,Esq.,of Aylesbury. 
Another tyve,46 with the inscription ANDO. between tl1e 
limbs of a cruciform ornament, also in gold, is known; but 
the coins of tl1is fype arc only one-fourth of the weight of 
these larger coins. I have already remarked on the corre
spondence between the coins thus inscribed and those of 
of Ta~ciov:mus, an<l on the consequent probability that !hey 
were strnck by a cotem1>orary prince. At tl1c same time, 
I called attention to the fact, that the Mandubratius of the 
p1·eseut version of Ca,sar, is by the later writers callell 

Amlrogeus, or Androgorius ; so that, possibly, an error 
may ha,·e crept into the text of C:c:;ar; in which case, tl1esc 
coins might be assigned lo An,lubralius or Andolm1tiut1. 
This is, of course, mere conjecture; but, al any 1·ate, from 
(he aualogy of the coins with the name of Tascio\'anus, \Vc 

may look upon the word ANDO on these coins as significant 
of the name of a 1>rince, and not of a town or (rihe. The 
fi11<liug of the coins in Buckinghamshire would by no means 
be incompatible with their atlribution lo l\Iandubratius, who 

was a prince of the Trinobantes, could it he sustained 011 

othe.r grounds. 

No.11. Obv.-A number of objects, probably iatended to form o, 

rode hclld. The profile is represented by a thick 
crooked line, which bifarcatcs to form the mouth. 
'fhe eye is formed b; a ring ornament ; hut there 
ia another just behind the mouth, possibly intended 

•G ~um. Chron., Val. XVI., p. 80, No. 2. 
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for the ear, and n cross bebveen the two. Be
hind the face runs a sort of wreath, or it me.y be 
the ho.ir, formed of ' crescents, with pellets in the 
centre of each; and in front are several curved 
figures acd ring arna.ments. The whole 1$ within 
o ucadcd circle. 

Rev.-TED. A three-ts.ile<l hor$e, to the len; below, o 
ring ornament; in the field, several pellets. 

Al.. 15 grs. 

This coin is in fhe collection of Thomas Bateman, Esq., 

of Youlgrave, who has obligingly communicated it to me. 
It was obtained hy him, some years ago, at Lincoln, and is, 
I believe, unique and unpubli~hed. There might be con• 

siderablc difficulty in finding the head upon the obverse of 
this coin, b11t that it is linked with a series of closely con~ 

nected devices to some uninscribed types, on which the head 
;s more apparent. R11ding, App. Pl. XXIX. l, and Num. 

Cbron., Vol. i. p. 89, No. 6, may be refened to; hut some or 
the most conclusive coins liave nol. yet been e11gravcd, 
though a moderately faithful representation of a coin of the 

class to which I allude will be found in Stukely, Pl. XXII. 
No. 8. The curved or S shaped ornaments in front of the 
face arc possibly derived from tLe dolphins, which not un~ 

frequently occur in that position on Gaulish coins and 
those of the Channel falomls type; ond these, in tum, pro~ 

l>ably received their device from coins 1;truck in Sicily and 
Spaia. Tile type of the reverse of the present coin offers 

no remarkable feature, except that the three tails are more 
frequently pussessed by the horses on gold than on silver 

coins. The legend is, however, singular. It has all the 

appearance of being complete <lS it stands, TED, as it i11 

hard to suppose that there were other lcltcr.s, either in front 

of the horse or beneath it, though such may possibly bll.ve 
been tbe case. This con only he (letermiued by the dis-
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covery of another specimen;either better spread, 01· struck 
from another part of lhe di~. 

Ass11miag the legend to be simply TED, I am at a loss to 

o{I'er the slightest elucidation of it. It is true, tliat tl,c 
anonymons geo~rapher of Rnvcnna mentions a town in 
Brih\in called Tedertis; but this is probably merely a cor
rupt form of the name of some better-known town; and, 

under any circumstances, it appears to have l>een in the 
i;outl.i of Eogland, and not in any way near the district 
where this coin may be presumed to have been found, namely 
not far from Lincolnshire. 'l'lie legend .ANTED, possibly 

prece1led by hrn other letters, occurs on gold coins0 of the 

Somersetshire typt", and A.'\'TED appears in a mooogram

matic form on some of the coins of the Iceni ;48 but 11ot 
even n plausible explanation has been offered of I his inscrip
tion, though the facetious interpretation has been given of 

its referring to the coins having been struck Ante 

Dominum. 
Tl1e barred D is of frequent occurrence on ancient 

British coins, au<l some remarks upon it, in connection with 
the coins of Adde<lomaros, will be found in the Numismatic 
Chronicle, Vol.XVIII. p. lo9.f9 

No.12 is a coin of the Iceni. 
Obv.-The usu:i.l ornament of crescents acro~s a ,vreath. 
Rev.-3:)~ (retrograde). A horse to the left., ,vith ~ix 

pellets in two rows llcr'Os~ his shoulder. Above, 
a circle of pellet&. Ai:. grs. 

◄; Num. Chron., Vol. XVI. p.80, No. 6; Arch.Assoc. Journal, 
vol. ii. p. 24. · 

'" Num. Chron., Vol. XV. p. !l8, Nos. 7 an<l 8. 
•9 Since the abo1·e was written, Coptain ;\forchison hM met 

with another i1pccimen of the ~amc type, which completes the 
legend as ANTED; the AN being bcncoth the horse. 'rhcrc is 
some reason for believing this sccol)d coin to ho-"e been found in 
the neighbourhood of Bath ; and I have little ltcsirotion in 
plncing it in the ~:une cla~~ as the gold coins with II similar legend. 



ANCIENT BRITISH COINS. 21 

Tl1e ouly t'ema1·kable features about !his coin are, that 
tl1e l1orse is turned to the left instead of, as nsual, to the 
right, and the legend J~CE is retrograde. I have seen two 
or three other specimens with the horse in tliis direction; 

e but they are of very i·are occurrence, and none of them 
showed the legend. 'l'his example is in my own collec
tion, and formerly belonged to the late Lord Nortbwick. 

The horse is remarkable from having the fore-leg divided 
into two frum the shoulder to the knee, giving t~ that part 
of the leg a triangular form. This peculiarity is also ob
servable in all, or nearly all, the horses which have the six 
pellets on their shoulders on the lcenian coimi, a " correla
tion of structure" for which it is difficult to account. The 

horses with the pellets and triangular fore-arm also occom
pany the more remarkable legends on lhe foenian ooins, 
soch as M;sv and SAEMV. 

'l'his coin is the last on whkh at present I have to corn• 

ment; hut, in conclusiun, J \Voulcl take this opportuuity uf 
remarking, that, ·from circumstances which have come to 
my knowledge since I brought the singular coins inscribed 
VERBOD under the uotice of this Society, I om much 

inclined to think, that their authenticity is by no means 
above suspicion, aud that my first irupressions regarding 
them may, after al!, prove (o have been correct. 

JOHN t;VANS. 




