











CELTIC INSCRIPTIONS.






CELTIC INSCRIPTIONS

GAULISH AND BRITISH COTNS

INTENDED TO SUPPLY MATERIALS

FOR THE

Curly Bistry of Great Brifain,

WITH

A GLOSSARY OF ARCHAIC CELTIC WORDS,
AND AN ATLAS OF COINS.

BY

BEALE POSTE.

LONDON :
J. RUSSELL SMITH, 8 SOHO SQUARE.

MDCCCLXI.



LOKDON:
T. RICTARDS, 37, GREAT QUEEN STREET,

[The Right of Translation is reserved.]



TO
THEODORE HERSART,

VISCOUNT DE LA VILLEMARQUE,

TRANSLATOR OF THE EPIC POEM

OF THE

“ GODODIN” OF ANEURIN,

THIS WORK 18 VERY RESPECTFULLY

DEDICATED

By the Author.

331075






























CELTIC INSCRIPTIONS ON GAULISH AND

BRITISH COINS.

CHAPTER 1.

Gaulish, British, and Pannonian coinages . . .
CHAPTER II.

The Gaulish coinage . . . . .

CHAPTER III

The Gaulish coinage continued . . .

CHAPTER 1V. -

The ancient British coinage—General style of the inscriptions
of Cunobeline, and of those of the Iceni and of the Southern
Belge, and a series of each given . . .

CHAPTER V.

Ancient British eoins as objects of art; and regarding the
fabrication of various counterfeit types in the last century,

and in the present one . . . . .
CHAPTER VI.

The inscription on Cunobeline’s coins. of TAsCIO FIRBOLG

cleared of its difficulties ", . . . .

CHAPTER VIIL

Proofs that the ancient Southern Belge of Britain formed a
republic . . . .t . .

PAGES

1-4

5-14

15-23

24-46

47-59

60-67

68-73













































14 CELTIC INSCRIPTIONS ON COINS. [CHAP.

the coins of Gallia Narbonensis, and are frequently of a
difficult nature to explain ; but slight circumstances some-
times irresistibly incline one to adopt this or that inter-
pretation, among a great variety which may suggest them-
selves. For example, a coin of the Samnagetes, the in-
habitants of a town dependant on the ancient Massilia, is
inscribed Actiko (Lelewel, p. 251), t.e., A*TIKO(%), implying
a,ccord.in? to the due routine of explaining Celtic legends
before alluded to, in that of Viros and some other instances,
the “Native Magistrate.” This is clear, and from it we
explain another coin of Gallia Narbonensis, inscribed
Hromiaaos, (Duchalais, p. 91, and Lelewel, p. 251), which
is done in this way : AAos implies “race,” as in Hermolaus,
Donnilaus, ete., i.e, “of the race of Hermes,” or “of the
race of Donnus,” etc. Then we must understand that the
Celtic H, i.e., ¥, i8 put for the Greek o; and thus we have
Y-ROMI-LAOS, that i8 “The Roman Magistrate,” who in-
scribes his name, in this instance, as striker of the coin.
In the former case it was “The Native Magistrate” who did
80.
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CELTIC INSCRIPTIONS ON GAULISH AND
BRITISH (‘OINS.

CHAPTER V.

ANCIENT BRITISH COINS AS OBJECTS OF ART; AND COMPARI-
SON OF THEM, IN THAT PARTICULAR,WITH GAULISH COINS;
AND REMARKS ON FABRICATIONS OF BRITISH TYPES IN
THE PAST CENTURY AND THE PRESENT ONE, ETC.

I MAY soon dismiss what may be included under the first of
these heads. Ancient British coins vary in their execution
from the rudest representations conceivable,—that is to say,
from those formed on the die by the common tools of the
artizan, named countersinks, cold-chissels, and punches,—to
types exhibiting the flowing outline, correct details, and
superior workmanship, of the most elegant monctary produc-
tions of Greece and Rome.

There is a peculiarity in the coins of ancient Britain as
well as in those of Gaul, namely, that the workmanship of
the monetary types of the southern states is the best in point
of execution, and that it deteriorates as you proceed north-
wards: thus, some of the finest specimens are found among
the types of the Southern Belgee; next, intermixed with the
types of the monarch of the midland districts, that is, of
Cunobeline; next, in due gradation of inferiority, come the
coins of the Iceni; and lastly, those of the Brigantes, cxhi-
biting their distorted griffonnage, and representations of
countenances scarcely human.

This may be a general rule; but for an incidental remark
it may be observed, that the coins of the Southern Belgee
are evidently divided into two distinct classes as to work-
manship, namely, some of those inscribed Tinc, Vi, and
EppiLLvs, are extremely well wrought; whilst others, espe-
cially some similarly inscribed VIR or VIri, are of a some-
what rough though free and bold execution. The finest coin
in the British series was one in gold: weight, eighty-two




































v.] BRITISH COINS.—INTERPRETATIONS. 59

ﬁmn, QVANGEsS, Com?m), or these same DVRO(TRIGES).
erefore, the name of the people, ECENI DVROTRIGES, was

to be expected on this coin; and as there is no other feasible
explanation, it seems required, to acquiesce in the reading
thus given.











































viL} BRITISH COINS.—ETHNOLOGIES. 73

the appearance of the same word on British specimens is
not entire and complete. We have it in its simplest form
in the initial C; further, with one letter more added, as Co
(p- 43) ; again we have it, as, indeed, we usually find it
expressed by the three first letters, as CoM ; and lastly, we
meet with it in its longest form, as Comm1 (p. 43). Never-
theless there exists no imaginable doubt that the word
Commios or CommIvs is actually intended.

Régarding the etymology of this word : its cognates are
very numerous in the Celtic, and always in a collective or
conjunctive signification. Thus we have in Welsh, cwmmwd
or cymmwd, a district; cymmawn, communion; cymmyddu,
to meet; cymmod, reconciliation ; cymmons, to arrange ; cym-~
muno, to communicate, etc., etc., ete. In fact, there appears
an evident affinity with such Latin words as communas,
comes, communitas, etc., ete. : nor should it be wondered
at that there may be many Celtic roots in a language so
copious as the Latin, and that it should not be necessarily
all of it derived from the Alolic dialect of the Greeks.
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REFERENCES.

PLATE.
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BRITISH COINS.

Nes. 1,2, 2,4 and 6, British Ccins of a4 supposed similar class.
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No. 5, the preceding coin No.4,

as it was engraved in Dr. Pegge's werk, 1n 1766.  No. 7, coin of Verulam. No. 8, Britick coin






PLATE 1.

BRITISE COINES
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COINS OF THE BRIGANTES.






PLATE 1.

BRITISH CCINS

Drannf Engrased by EWEairholc ESA
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PLATE IV.

Figs. 3 and 4 Class i, Karnbré Types. Fig. 5. Class ii. ditto. Figs. 6 and 7. Class iii. ditto.
Figs. 1 and 2, Cognate Coins to Class iiic Karnbré Types.
Fig. 8 Imuation of Macedonian Stater.






















23500

----

200000
"
»aa






TR
.
IER N
Prsv s






i3,
*%vys,
»

favay,












e~ —

. .
e %o,
.



NOTE. .

The coins are engraved by Mr. Fairholt, F.8.A., except the woodcuts,
v. fig. 12, vir. fig. 10, 1x. figs. 4and 5; and x1. figs. 7, 8, and 9, which
have been otherwise supplied. The obliging loan of plate 1v by Mr.
Pettigrew and the Council of the British Archeeological Association is
here acknowledged. Thanks are also due in the same quarter for very

numerous other delineations.
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