
that it was as if he were only four generations back.  His genetic contribution to the last 
Greek Queen of Egypt was high, equal to that of a great-great-grandfather.2
 Cleopatra’s lips were rather full, leading a small and probably incorrect minority of 
recent revisionist scholars to suggest that she had some African ancestry in addition to the 
Greek background.  Her well-documented ancestry is almost 100% Macedonian Greek.
 The last Ptolemaic Queen’s hair is portrayed as long and straight, gathered at a round 
bun behind the head, a hairstyle of the time.  On Roman coins, contemporary Imperial women 
such as Fulvia, “Octavia,” Julia, and Livia are shown similarly coifed.  Livia, wife of Octavian, 
was considered to be of similar (if longer-lasting) beauty.
 For style of the Cypriot bronze coinage, just as important as chronological descent from 
earlier Ptolemaic coinage, is the relation to that of contemporary neighboring states, all of 
which underwent fundamental changes in c. 38 BC.  The important geographical neighbors 
and trading partners of Cyprus included Syria, the Roman Empire, and Cilicia.  Although 
further in distance, on the basis of trade, Egypt should be included in this list.  
 Portraits on silver, electrum and gold coinage, sometimes in the guise of Gods such as 
Zeus, and perhaps Hercules, were introduced during late Classical times, perhaps first in 
Lycia, Caria or Macedon.  The use of the portrait of the ruler likened to a Divine Being.  Coin 
portraits lifted that ruler above other mortals.  Such portraits were an early argument for 
“the divine right of kings.”  The fragile control of one man over another was more justifiable 
if the controller was born to rule.  Disobeying an agent of the Gods was blasphemy.  Ancient 
writers connected phenomena such as comets, and natural disasters with the death of rulers, 
further impressing the semi-divine nature of the ruler.  Portraits on coins brought the ruler 
closer to being a God, in the minds of his subjects.  
 Portraits on bronze appeared later than portraits on precious metal.  Gods and 
Goddesses, including deified past rulers such as Alexander the Great, appeared on the 
obverse of most other Hellenistic bronzes, not the current ruler’s portrait.  Only Seleukid 
Syria (and kingdoms to its East) had long portrayed current rulers on bronze coinage.  
However in c. 38 BC, abruptly, most rulers of the region began to place their own portraits on 
their bronze coinage.  The Romans began portrait silver coinage showing a portrait of a living 
person with Julius Caesar (Crawford 480/2a-c) in January 44 BC, and Antony and Octavian 
both extended the trend to bronze coinage in about 38 BC.  Antony’s Fleet coinage (RPC 
1453-1470, 4088-4093; was begun in c. 38 BC, with portraits of Antony, one of his wives, and a 
young man.  Ephesos issued portrait bronzes (RPC 2569-2574) for the Second Triumvirate in c. 
38 BC.  An Italian Mint, and several irregular mints in Italy, Spain, and Gaul, struck many 
portrait dupondii of Octavian (RPC 620, 621) starting in c. 38 BC.  Antony’s general Sosius, 
governor of Syria, issued portrait coins in Cilicia or Syria (RPC 4082, 4083, 5409, 5410) in c. 38 
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BC.18  Tarkondimotus I, from the Kingdom of Cilicia began the practice of portrait bronze 
coinage in c. 39 BC (RPC 3871), in the mainland physically closest to Cyprus.  Kos struck 
bronze with the portrait of Nikais (RPC 2724-2731) at this time or later. Of important 
contemporary rulers in the region, only Herod the Great of Judaea struck only non-portrait 
bronzes.  The Jews had a strong religious and cultural bias against portraits of kings on coins.  
 Beginning in about 38 BC, Cleopatra VII struck bronze portrait coins in Cyprus, the Greek 
naval port of Patrae, and several Syrian cities she controlled: Orothosia; Tripolis, Berytus, 
Akko-Ptolemais, Dora, Chalkis and Damascus.  The Syrian bronzes weigh 6-9 grams, probably 
serving their respective cities as  “local obols,” small change where Antioch or Ptolemaic 
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Brass 20 mm from Cilicia or Syria attributed here to Gaius Sosius. (6.84g) 

While previously attributed to a Macedonian mint with a portrait of Brutus (Friedlander) or Julius Caesar (Grant), 
RPC presents a case for a Cilician or Syrian origin, supported by find data, and a portrait of Octavian (?), although 
the portrait is quite different than those of Octavian from elsewhere.  Issues with a similar portrait, likely by the 
same die-cutter include the PRINCEPS FELIX coinage RPC4082-3 from Cilicia.  Both sets of issues portray Sosius, a 
leading general of Marc Antony.  Sosius was quaestor (symbolized on this coinage with a Q and the symbols of the 
office) in 39 BC.  
 The island of Zacynthus, a fleet station of Antony’s, issued coins in the name of C SOSIVS Q (RPC1290), C 
SOSIVS IMP  (RPC1291), C SOSIVS COS DESIG  (RPC1292), and C SOSIVS COS  (RPC1293).  The first of these issues 
coincides with dating of this coin.  Note that both include the title “Q.”  RPC I Supplement #5410 notes an 
example of this portrait coinage with the same star shaped countermark as non-portrait coins in the name of Sosius 
from Zacynthus.  
According to the Treaty of Brundisium, Antony and Octavian agreed that when neither of them was consul, one of 
their supporters of each would be.  Sosius became Consul Designate for 32 BC.  He was governor of Syria in 38 BC.  
Antony supported Herod the Great against his rival Antigonus.  Sosius commanded the Roman forces in support of 
Herod’s claim, as noted by Josephus.  Sosius captured the island and town of Aradus in 38 BC and Jerusalem in July 
of 37 BC, for which he was celebrated Imperator.  Josephus notes that he was about to allow the soldiers to loot 
the fallen city and slaughter its inhabitants, when Herod intervened.  Herod asked, if the Romans, by emptying the 
city of money and men, had a mind to leave him to become king of a desert?  Herod paid the troops a donative 
instead.  Officers received a larger gift.  Sosius himself received a “most royal bounty.”  Sosius called the defeated 
king the feminine name “Antigona” and imprisoned him for Antony to execute later. 
In 36 BC Sosius assisted Octavian and Agrippa against Sextus Pompey and afterward probably stayed in Rome, 
where he celebrated a triumph in Rome in 34 BC and was consul along with Domitianus Ahenobarbus in 32 BC.  
During his consulship, he rebuilt the Temple of Apollo, which had been constructed in 431 BC.  He introduced a 
measure in the Senate to censure Octavian, (this sounds almost modern) but a tribune vetoed it.  With some 300 
senators, Sosius fled Octavian and Rome.  At Actium in 31 BC, he commanded the left wing of Antony’s naval 
forces.  This wing of heavy ships entered the battle first, but was overwhelmed by the smaller, faster ships of 
Agrippa, commander of Octavian’s fleet.  Meanwhile, Cleopatra, then Antony escaped through the opening created 
by the movement.  Sosius fought on, surrendered and was spared by Octavian.
Further exploration of this coinage is underway by other numismatists.  The connection of the Q issue with the 
PRINCEPS FELIX issue is quite strong.  Augustus received the title Princeps Senatus (First among the Senate) in 23 
BC.  However, Augustus did not use the title on coinage, nor did he use the title Questor.  Is it possible that Gaius 
Sosius styled himself Princeps Felix?  Given the important positions of Gaius Sosius, the portrait differences from 
Augustus, the probable Imperatorial date of this coinage, and the geography of finds, the attribution to Gaius 
Sosius has some basis



tetradrachms were accepted. Patrae may have struck silver while Corinth may have issued 
bronzes.19  Askalon struck some small silver and bronze coins.20  
 Portrait countermarks on slightly earlier bronzes, bearing a resemblance to the famous 
Queen, are known from: Chalkis, Damascus, Laodikae, Seleukia and just outside (?) Antioch.21 
Cleopatra also appears on bronze coins of Egypt, the first ruler to appear on any Ptolemaic 
bronze since Ptolemy VI portrait issues in Cyprus.  RPC notes that portraits on these bronzes 
appear older than the silver drachm portraits of Year 11, 42/41 BC.  The abrupt shift in c. 38 
BC from divine portraits on bronze coins to portraits of the actual people in power illustrates 
the political, social, and economic influence of Rome on the lands Rome did not rule directly.
 Other books consider the baby held in the arms of Cleopatra to be Caesarion, who was 
born in 47 BC.  However, presumably the full-unit from Paphos probably was issued in parallel 
with the same denomination in Alexandria.  Use of regal portraits on bronze began in a 
number of Eastern kingdoms influenced by Rome in about 38 BC.  Since c. 38 BC is the date of 
this issue, this suggests that either of her sons by Marc Antony, Alexander Helios (born 40 BC) 
or Ptolemy Philadelphus (born 36 BC) may have been intended.  In 34 BC, Antony’s “Donations 
of Alexandria” gave specific lands to each of Cleopatra’s children.  Caesarion received the 
Kingdom of Cyprus.  
 After the death of Cleopatra, Caesarion was executed.  Alexander Helios and Ptolemy 
Philadelphus were spared and sent to Rome to be raised by their stepmother Octavia.  Dio 
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 9.60g. 5.62g.
Corinth bronzes from 34-31 BC may show Cleopatra as Aphrodite.

Corinth issued bronzes dated 34-31 BC by RPC 1127 and 1128.  RPC calls the diademed portraits Aphrodite.  The 
two coins have different obverse hair-styles, both with bun behind.  One has a diadem.  Both have almond-shaped 
eyes and a hooked-nose with curved nostrils like Cleopatra from Egypt.  The upturned mouth is non-Egyptian and 
the opposite of the usual down-turned mouth of Cleopatra.  The neck shows three rolls of fat, commonly referred 
to as “Venus rings.”  These are common on Ptolemaic royal women from the second century BC and later.  The 
Basalt statue of Cleopatra VII in the Rosicrucian Museum has similar “Venus rings” though its nose has been 
restored.  Tripolis bronzes of Cleopatra show this feature, as do silver tetradrachms of Antioch and especially 
Askalon.  RPC assigns #1124 a portrait bronze of Antony to the governor or Corinth before this one.  Like the Patrae 
silver, a connection to Cleopatra can be made by time and location.  The upturned mouth is unexpected.  Can 
these two Corinth bronze issues be attributed to Cleopatra as a smiling Aphrodite?

20 The dated coinage of Askalon in Palestine provides a good comparison with the Cypriot coinage.  Rare dated 
(50/49 and 39/38 BC) portrait tetradrachms (BMC 20, S6077) are generally accepted as Cleopatra VII, though RPC 
notes: “Askalon was not part of her kingdom, not even (later) after Antony’s grant to her of Phoenicia and 
Palestine.  Brett interpreted them as homage to Cleopatra to enlist her support . . .” during troubled times. 
(Damascus was not mentioned in “The Donations of Alexandria” either).  BMC 16 dated Year 74 =- 31/30 BC Æ23 
(obol) has Zeus (?) head right on the obverse, like its Cypriot counterpart.  The reverse has a similar eagle and 
palm.  Undated silver coins of c. 1.1 grams (BMC 1) show a resemblance to the Cypriot Æ10’s of Cleopatra. If the 
silver content of the 1.1 g issue is 90%, then it contained as much silver as a 1/4 of a Cypriot-Egyptian 
tetradrachm, making the small silver coin a drachm.  The similar bronze issue (BMC 3 and 9, with and without 
monogram) has beveled edges and a similar size.  BMC and Sear consider the undated issues as pre-104 BC, but is a 
date of c. 38 BC possible?  The small bronzes from Askalon are scarce.

21 Countermarks from territories controlled by Cleopatra seem to show her portrait.  These cities include: Chalkis, 
Antioch (under Romans and Parthians), Seleukia and Laodikea.  Coinage of c. 48 to 35 BC, with countermarks of 
female bust or head right, some attributed to Apollo in RPC.  All were presumably for local circulation.



Cassius 51.15 has been read in two ways: that the brothers were either simply spared in 30 BC 
for the betrothal of their sister Cleopatra Selene to Juba II, or released into the custody of 
Cleopatra Selene on their marriage in c. 23 BC.  After this mention, the sons of Cleopatra died 
or disappeared from histories. Because the issue is from c. 38 BC, the baby held by Cleopatra 
on the full-unit was probably Alexander Helios.

               
Cleopatra and her baby shown as Isis and Horus on a Cypriot full-unit from the British 
Museum.  An earlier statue of Isis nursing Horus.                     
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The Half-Unit

 A second bronze denomination from Cyprus in the time of Cleopatra is noted by RPC I 
and RPC I Supplement.  (RPC 3902 and 3903.  More varieties noted in RPC Supplement).  This 
coin was a half-unit, equal to the 8.5-gram, bronze half-unit of Alexandria.  The obverse 
features the traditional horned head of Zeus-Ammon right.  This obverse type appeared on 
Ptolemaic bronze for over 200 years.  Die axis is generally 12:00.  One or two eagles grace the 
reverse.
 As noted by RPC I Supplement, other half-unit coins with different symbols are perhaps 
from this time period as well.  It is not initially clear which half-unit issues are certainly 
Cleopatra’s, for this thin-flan issue, with a variety of symbols, seems to have been issued 
from the time of Ptolemy VIII onward.  Issues from the same mint have a variety of symbols, 
before the eagle(s).  Nicolaou assigns the dumpy Æ19 or so, with two eagles and a cornucopia 
before the eagles to Ptolemy IX.  (Paphos II, 318-356).  Those with the same symbol, and a 
single eagle (Paphos II, 400-405) are assigned to Ptolemy, King of Cyprus, an attribution which 
is interpreted here as his brother, Ptolemy XII.  The cornucopia symbol appears in the exact 
same place on the bronze coinage of Cleopatra VII in Egypt, but is a very common Ptolemaic 
symbol. 
 As suggested by collector Richard Pincock, for Ptolemaic bronze coins a single eagle 
meant a single ruler on the throne.  Two eagles meant two rulers.  If this rule applies, the 
slightly lighter half-units with a single eagle should be issues of Ptolemy XII from 80 to 51 BC.  
The most common of half-units at Paphos II have the headdress of Isis before two eagles 
(Svoronos 1843, Sear 7950), a symbol that also appears on the reverse of all the tetradrachms 
issued with ∏A mintmark after 55 BC.  Nicolaou notes that the thinner and lighter fabric of the 
headdress of Isis symbol issues appear later than other half-units, and she assigns the two-
eagle examples to the reign of Cleopatra VII.  This weight reduction roughly parallels the 
reduction in tetradrachm silver content of 55 BC and the subsequent debasement near the 
time of Actium.  The coins with a pair of eagles are from a period when two rulers occupied 
the throne, presumably Cleopatra and a co-ruler.  
 Because inflation was a factor in the economy of late Ptolemaic Cyprus, an analysis of 
this entire issue, by reverse symbol provides a time-line, framed by issues of known date.  
Based on un-starred weights given in Svoronos, issues of known dates of Ptolemy V, VI and VIII 
are 11.8, 11.4, and 11.1 grams per obol.  The issues with Aphrodite statue reverse of Ptolemy 
V had an average obol of 11.8 grams.  A Ptolemy VI Æ29 with lotus symbol and EYΛ between 
the legs of the eagle has the name Ptolemy effaced, apparently from the die.  This diobol 
weighs 23.8 g and is dated to the 168 BC invasion of Antiochus IV.  Analysis of the weights 
provided by Svoronos for 1640 and 1642-1644 suggests that an average obol was still 11.4 
grams during the reign of Ptolemy VIII Eueregetes, during his rule as King of Kyrene, c. 
150-145 BC.  Large bronzes (which were drachms) average near 70 g.  These examples were 
selected because the use of the name Eueregetes in the legend firmly connects them to the 
reign of Ptolemy VIII Eueregetes, c. 150-145 BC.  The double eagles of Svoronos 1694-1697; 
1699-1701 identify these large bronzes as from the joint reign of Ptolemy IX and Cleopatra III.  
Subsequent obols would weigh equal or less because of Gresham’s Law.  

Ruler    Svor. #     # in Svor.   Avg g/obol  Reverse

Ptol. V  1005-1009   47  11.8g   Aphrodite statue stg.
Ptol. VI  1395-1401    23  11.4g   EYΛ between legs
Ptol. VIII  1640, 42-44, 49    36  11.1g   Eueregetes
Ptol  VIII  1621-1629  31    9.2g   Dated Æ24-25
Ptol. IX&C3 1694-7, 1699, 1701   11    9.6g   Two eagles
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Details are included in the endnotes.13

Some dated half-units, with lotus symbol and dates KC to ΛC and MA (which means Years 26 to 
36 and 41) should be assigned to Ptolemy VIII.  He was the only ruler of this time to reign over 
36 years.  Ptolemy VIII died in the 54th year of his reign.  The name Eueregetes is omitted.  
There were no coins in the name of Eueregetes found at Paphos II, because this is a title he 
used on Kyrene bronze only.  The style is cruder than the drachm or obol of Ptolemy VIII 
Eueregetes.  There was parallel inflation in the silver content of the tetradrachm.  The 
bronze half-unit flans are about 25% lighter.  The blanks were produced by a faster method.  
Svoronos notes dates from 26 to 30, 33 to 36 and 41 (Svor. 1621-1631). Undated issues that 
share the helmet symbol of some dated issues are probably from the same period.  Because of 
inflation, the lighter average weight obol symbols are later than the lotus and date series.

The dated issues with single eagle are from the late reign of Ptolemy VIII.  This example is 
dated Year 34, 136/5 BC.

This logic assumes that the symbols were issued in series, rather than in parallel.  The thin-
flan obols, uncovered in the dig at Paphos II are grouped by reverse symbol in the following 
table.  The helmet symbol appears on some dated issues of Ptolemy VIII.  The declining sorted 
average of the weights of examples provides a timeline for the issues of this denomination.

Paphos half-units (obols) by symbol, with new attributions
Symbol               # found at
Ruler, est. date          Paphos II    Avg. mass22

Hercules obverse. / 1 eagle
Ptolemy VI or VIII,     0 11.6g23

KY∏P monogram,
2 eagles, scepter                0        9.9g24   
Ptolemy VIII and Cleopatra II, joint reign, c. 150 BC

No symbol, 2 eagles     0        9.5g25

Ptolemy VIII and Cleo. II, joint reign, c. 150 BC

Lotus and date, 1 eagle       9       8.4g
Ptolemy VIII, Year 26 to 36, 41 = 144-134, 130/129 BC
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22 Average weight includes Paphos II examples noted as corroded or worn, but not any that are chipped or 
fragmented.  Weight averages lower than Svoronos or RPC.

23 Svoronos data, median.

24 RPC I 3902, only 2 examples.

25 Private collections.



Helmet, 1 eagle                  5       7.4g 
Ptolemy VIII

Cornucopia, 1 eagle           6    7.4g
Ptolemy VIII to IX, c. 130-110 BC

Aphlaston (Stern ornament), 1 eagle  13      6.8g   
Ptolemy IX,  116-106, 88-80 BC

T & Star, 1 eagle         15       6.2g
Ptolemy XII, 1st reign, 80-58 BC

Delta & Star, 1 eagle            3      5.3g 
Ptolemy XII, late 1st reign, c. 60 BC

KY∏P monogram,
1 eagle, palm branch              6       5.9g   
Ptolemy XII, 2nd reign, c. 55-51 BC

Headdress of Isis, 2 eagles      36      5.2g
Cleopatra VII and Ptolemy XIII, XIV or XV, c. 51-33 BC

Headdress over downward KY∏P monogram, 2 eagles    
Cleopatra VII and Ptolemy XV,          6     4.5g
Final Ptolemaic issue, c. 32-31 BC.

 On some half-units, the KY∏P Cyprus monogram, as on the full-unit, appears at the left.  
RPC 3903.  This was monogram for Cyprus.  It was first used on gold reduced staters of 
Ptolemy I (Svoronos 102 (attributed to Kyrene) and used into Byzantine times (Sear Byzantine 
849).  On this issue, a transverse palm branch of Victory appears behind the eagle.  The 
symbols and monogram connect the issue to the tetradrachms of Ptolemy XII to XV and 
Cleopatra discussed above, which show a similar transverse palm branch and the headdress of 
Isis.  The legend reads “Ptolemy, King” and should be connected to Ptolemy XII because of the 
single eagle.  Rare heavier double eagle examples, noted as RPC 3902 may have a transverse 
scepter instead of the palm.  The heavy weight of the two examples known to RPC suggests 
that these are Ptolemy VIII half-units.   
 A single eagle, star symbol without date, delta or T is known.  This symbol appears on 
dated obols of Ptolemy VIII, Year 28.  At 9.1 g a date of c. 142 BC is likely.

Bronze half-unit of Ptolemy XII with KY∏P monogram struck at Paphos.  The single eagle 
indicates a single monarch.  Monogram is for Cyprus.  Weight standard and palm branch 
connect the issue to the second reign of Ptolemy XII.  (9.05g, a heavy example)
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Half-units of Cleopatra and Ptolemy XV struck on a typical thin planchet.  (7.15g, 6.29g)  On 
the second example, the headdress of Isis is over a downward KY∏P monogram.  The low 
average weight of this issue suggests it is the final issue, c. 31 BC.

 The thinnest and lightest of this issue has two eagles.  To the left is the headdress of Isis 
symbol.  Below the headdress is a monogram.  Cox and Nicolaou note this monogram is a 
downward KY∏P monogram. Large and small monogram varieties exist.  The small monograms 
are on flans of average 15% lower weight.  Because the issue with two eagles, headdress and 
monogram is lightest, it is presumably the last in the series of half-units.  
 The diameter of this coinage, at 25 mm, is nearly that of the full-unit, although the 
weight is half.  Flan preparation for the half-unit was similar, although the casting matrix 
must have been much shallower.  Several moulds and mould fragments from this 
denomination were found at the House of Dionysos.26  Casting broad, thin flans of consistent 
weight was very difficult, resulting in high weight variance.  Many of these thin coins have 
casting voids, striking cracks and edge splits.  Examples of the half-unit are noted from 3.01 
grams to 8.85 grams, but a worn example at Paphos II with two eagles and the Isis headdress 
symbol, weighs 2.31 grams, perhaps on a flan intended for a quarter-unit.  
The dates given here are later than those by Svoronos.  The vast bronze coinage produced by 
the en chapelete method is generally of later date than previously attributed by Svoronos and 
others.

 
En chapelete coinage, struck on cast flans from late in the reign of Ptolemy VIII to that of 
Cleopatra VII, c. 150 – 30 BC. Coin types can be dated by their average weight per obol.
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26 Paphos II, p. 131 footnotes notes that nine additional moulds were found at excavations at the excavations of 
the Polish mission at Nea Paphos; two more at the Byzantine Castle of Sranda Kolones, and three fragments at the 
House of Orpheus.



 The Quarter-Unit

 A third bronze denomination was a quarter-unit.  Under previous reigns this 
denomination paired the head of Zeus-Ammon with one eagle on the reverse, some with a 
lotus bud or other symbol before the eagle (Svoronos 1638-1639).  The Greek reverse legend 
reads, “Ptolemy, King.”  The weight of worn examples of this denomination averages about 
four grams, declining by issue over time.  The bronze coinage produced by the en chapelete 
method is generally later than previously attributed by Svoronos and others.  The single eagle 
on these excludes striking during the reign of Cleopatra, who always ruled with a male co-
ruler. 

     
Bronze quarter-unit of Cleopatra VII struck at Paphos.  (3.13g)  Remains of the statue of Zeus 
Salamis.

 In 38 BC during the reign of Cleopatra new types of this denomination were issued.  The 
obverse of this type featured the laureate, not diademed nor horned, head of Zeus right.  
This was a stylistic departure from previous diademed and horned Zeus-Ammon heads.  Die 
axis is generally 12:00.  The reverse has Zeus standing head to left, holding ears of grain on a 
single stalk (?) in his left hand and a scepter in his right hand, and a star above his head.  The 
unusual pose for Zeus was apparently taken from a statue of the God.  The statue of Zeus 
Salaminios appears in this pose on the coins of Augustus and later Roman rulers.  On the 
Roman issues, Zeus holds a patera, and the scepter is eagle-tipped.  This statue stood in a 
temple on the Acropolis of Salamis, which was re-built by Augustus in c. 22 BC, although the 
statue may have been older, after the Zeus of Pheidias.  The reverse of the coin is far less 
likely the Zeus Plienus of Paphos (Zeus the Protector, of Paphos).  
 Oddly, there is no reverse legend, unique among Ptolemaic coins, which otherwise all 
name a ruler.  (BMC Ptolemies -; Svor. 1842; SNG Cop. -; RPC -; RPC Supplement mentions 
Paphos II; Cox, Excavations at Curium, 128; Lichochka, Un type de Zeus sur les monnaies 
hellenistiques de Nea paphos, 5-6 (dated to mid-1st century BC); Museum of the History of 
Cypriot Coinage, Coin catalogue, Bank of Cyprus Cultural Foundation, Nicosia 1996 Ch.11, coin 
#35 (as Cleopatra VII); Nicolaou, Paphos II, #469-509, pp. 114-116 (late reign of Cleopatra VII); 
American Expedition to Idalion Cyprus 1973-1980 (probably time of Cleopatra VII).  While 
scarce overall, the coin is common on Cyprus and is noted in BMC Cyprus and several Cypriot 
numismatic publications, dated there to the time of Cleopatra VII.  This type was the second 
most common found in the excavations recorded in Idalion, Paphos II20 and Curium.
 The diameter is about 17 mm.  The average weight of less worn examples is about 3.7 
grams, with weights varying from 4.3 grams to 1.5 grams.  The examples weighing 1.5 grams 
were perhaps struck on flans prepared for the eighth-unit, although the dies are smaller.  Flan 
preparation is similar to that of the full-unit.  Like the half-unit, the issue is struck on flans 
without a centering mark.  The edges are sometimes untrimmed leaving casting sprues and 
mould overflow.  
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 There are a variety of styles for this issue.  The most common style has a large Zeus 
head.  One of the most attractive has a very compact head of Zeus of attractive style, with a 
large bushy beard.   Others are struck from crude dies.

   
Another example, of a crude style.  (2.83g)

 A fourth variety was struck on very small flans.  It has hair engraved more delicately, in 
a style very similar to the laurel leaves in the crown.  This obverse is often paired with a 
smaller Zeus standing reverse die.  The dotting of the border is widely spaced.  The small 
module shows the latest date in the series, perhaps reflecting an inflationary spike after the 
battle of Actium.

    
Another example of finer late style on a typical light flan.  (1.52g)
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